Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



NVPL RESEARCH UBRAMES 



3 3433 06823198 8 






^ 



THE ^-"^ "^ 



LIVES, TRYALS. 



AND 



SUFFERINGS. 



O F T H E 



/ 



Holy APOSTLES, 

Primitive Fathers andM art y r s, 



Who have from Time to Time Suffered 



FOR THE 

FAITH and GOSPEL 

OF OUR 

LoRDyESCrS CHRIST' 



''flj^^ ^ ilM* E s Wheat t-z'T, " 

I 



- -- 



• I • «. 



( * fc « 



BK iSHO L: 

■ 

Printed by Samuel Farley and Co. in Cajlle-Creen. 



?y anc 



M.DCC.LI. 



C ' '".■- ' . '•■ ""^ 



THE NKW YORK 

AS row, LENOX AND 

TILDEM FOUNDATIONS 

H 1929 L 






^ ■» 






t 






. • * • 

a. • * 



• •• 



• - : • . • • 



> • • • » • 



V • • • 






^ 

^^^ «i^ 



The PREFACE. 

IN every Age of the World, we find 
this Word verified, all that will live 
godly ift 0\\n^]t(u%yJhallfufferPerfecution. 
Now that the Heathens, and fuch as call 
not upon God, fhould perfecute thofe that 
follow the Lord Jefus^ is no Wonder ; but 
that Profefibrs of his Gofpel fliould lift up 
the Heel one againft another, and fmite 
their Brethren with the Fift of Iniquity^ 
may feem as amazing, as it is generally to 
be deplored, by every fincere and upright 
Chriftian : And yet fo it is ; among thefe 
there have arifen vain y anglings and per- 
verfe Difputings of Men of corrupt Minds. 
Of this and the fatal Confequences thereof, 
you have many deplorable Inftances in the 
following Pages ; not only in the general 
Account of the ten firft Perfecutions, but 
likewife in a more particular Account of the 
Lives and Sufferings of the holy Apoftles, 
the moft eminent of the primitive Fathers, 
. and many other godly Perfons, both of the 
N* Clergy and Laity in latter Times ; who, 
H in the mid ft of a perverfe and crooked 
Generation^ were as burning and fhining 
f Lights. 

a 2 Sonie 



iv The PREFACE. 

2. SoTie indeed have objefted againft 
the latter Martyrs, that many of them 
were erroneous in their Principles, and 
fosUe of thi^m culpable in their Behaviour. 
It may be fo. I do not undertake to defend 
them all from this Imputation. There 
may have been weak Heads, where, not- 
withftanding there were fo\ind Hearts : And 
a very good Man, may perchance, have 
had his unjTuarded Hour. But look into 

o 

the Lives of thofe venerable Fathers and 
Paftors of the Church, who underwent the 
fiery Trial, and where fliall you find Men 
of ft rider Morals and a more unfpotted 
Life. And if among them any one has, 
through Inadvertency or Fearfulnefs, taken 
a falfe Turn, how do we find him bedew- 
ing every Step of his Way back again into 
the holy Path, with penitential Tears ! And 
as by their Pradice, fo by their Preaching 
and Writings, which are ftill extant, they 
oppofed not only the Errors ^ndCorrupti-- 
onsy but alfo the JVickednefs of the Times 
they liv'd in. They like that down-right 
honeft Preacher, who ftood before Felix 
t)f old, reafoned of Righteoufnefsy Tempe- 
rance and Judgment to come^ to a corrupt, 
debauch'd, and thoughtlefs Age j and de- 
nounced the Vengeance due to their darling 
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Vices, without Fear oi off ending or affright- 
ing the Great or the Small. Thty jowd na 
Pillows under ditYiQ^ttArmholeSy nor daubed 
Mens ill-built Walls with untemperd Mor-^ 
tar : They never cried Peac^^ Peace ^ where, 
there was no Peace^ nor prophefied fmoytb 
things unfeafonably : but rightly divided 
the Word of Truths and gave to every One 
his Portion of Meat in due Seafon. 

3. Again, as to the private Chriftians ; 
They were not of thofe who were at Eafe 
in Zion ; nor of thofe whofe fpiritual 
Taft was delicate, and the Palate of whofe 
Soul was fo extraordinarily nice and 
dainty, that the Law of the Lord was 
not their Love^ but their Load ; not 
their Boaji^ but their Bondage. ^^ They 
were as well content to have their Hearts 
ript up by the piercing Sword of the Spirit^ 
as to have their Confciences chear'd with 
the refrefliing Blood of the Lamb : Thev 
were- as well pleafed to have the Severity of 
God's Judgments and divine Vengeance 
againfl Sin, charg'd home upon their Con- 
fciences, whereinfoever they were guilty ; 
(a fure Mark of a fincere Heart) as with 
Difcourfes of Mercy ^ Pardon and Com-^ 
paffton : They did not always cry out foi* 
Comfort^ and whine after the Cordiak o£ 
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the Gofpel, but rejoiced often to have the 
Corrojives of the Law, confume and mor- 
tify their corrupt Flefti : They did not de- 
ftroy nor negled the Sovereignty of their 
Savioui, in order to advance his Pr/>/?^^(7^; 
but while they gloried in his Redeeming 
Love, they exprefs'd their DeHght in his 
holy LA IV ^ by )their ready and chearful 
Obedience to it. This is clear from their 
cleaving to, delighting in, and fuffering for, 
theDodtrineof thofe limple, honeft, plain- 
dealing Paftors, who trod the fiery Path 
with them. 

4. It is therefore evident, that the 
Law of the Lord was the Delight both of 
Paftors and People ; all the Day long was 
their Study in it; fo that they could cry out 
with that holy Man of old ; Oh ! how do I 
love thy Law I The Words of thy Mouth are 
dearer tome than Thoufands of Gold and Sil- 
ver \fweeter alfo than Honey ai^d the Honey- 
Comb : And their Delight was in it, as 
knowing it to be the eter7jalMind of God, 
and therefore their continual Prayer and 
Endeavour was, that it might be engraven 
on their Heart, and exprefs'd in their Life 
and Converfation, in all Adis of Piety to 
God, and Benevolence to Mankind. Yea, 
their own Words teftify how far they were 
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rom that carelefs, fupine State, of Soul, 
which fome would charge them with. Wc 
may fum up all in the Words of Mr. Fox con- 
cerning them : To/ee i6eir7rave/sy earnefi 
Seeking^ burning Zeal^ Readings^ Watch- 
ingSy Sweet Affemblies^ Love^ Concord^ and 
godly Livings may make us now^ in thefe our 
Days of free ProfeJJion^ to blujhfor Shame. . 
5. Thus did the Faith (for that was the 
Foundation of all) of thofe holy Men in 
the Lord Jefus^ work by Love ; thus did 
they exprefs their Love to himbj^ their O- 
bedience to his Will ; according to his ex-^ 
prefs Command, Jobnxiv. 15. (yet when 
they had done all, accounting themfelves 
but unprofitable Servants \ as. having done 
no more than it was their Duty to do:) 
For they knew that as Works without 
Faith were Wind and Vanity ; fo Faith 
without Works was dead and devilifh : 
(So thatblefled Martyr Py&//j&(?/ declared upon 
his Examination, that " To deny Prayer, 
" Fafting, and other good Deeds, and to 
" maintain bare Faith to be fufficient, for 
final] Salvation, wasHerely and damna- 
ble Blafphemy :") And therefore they pi- 
oufly and judicioufly fteer'd their Courfe 
between the Popifh Dodrine of the Me- 
ritorioufnefs of Works and Solifdit^iifm. 






viii The PREFACE. 

6. Such were the Pcrfbns whofe Lives 
are here ofFcr'd to your Confideration. 
And that the Devil fhould bend all his For* 
ces and ftir up all his Agents to extirpate 
iuch. Chriftians as thefe, who in true, ge- 
nuine, hearty, Gofpel Simplicity ^ and godly 
Sincerity^ had their Converfaiion in the 
Worlds is no Wonder at all. But did this 
avail ? Nay, but it prov'd rather to the 
Furtherance of the Gofpel ; while others, 
feeing their fteady Faith, admirable Patience 
and godly Charity, have been fb far wrought 
upon, as to embrace that Faith, which they 
before had perfecuted^ and in Teftimony 
whereof thefe holy Men laid down their 
Lives. 

7. That none therefore may be difcou- 
raged in their Chriftian Courfe, by reafon 
of any Trials or Perfecutions that fhall be- 
fall them for the Gofpel's Sake, take the 
Examples of the holy Apojlles and Mar- 
tyrs. If thefe had Trials of cruel Mock- 
ings and Scour gingSy weredejlitute^ affliSied^ 
tormentedy fhould not we likewife for 
Chrift's Sake bear whatever it fhall pleafe 
the Lord to call us to; efpecially when we 
confider that thefe j^ffliSiions work for us a 

Jar more exceeding and eternal Weight oj 
Glory. T H F 
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Lives, Tryals, and Sufferings 



APOSTLES, &c, 

The Persecution of the CHURCH under the 
Heathen Roman Emperors. 

O fooncr had the Lot^ Jefas 
Cbriji the Saviour of loft Man 
ina(K his Appearance in the 
World in the Likeneis of finfiil 
Plclh, but die Serpent and his 
peHecuting Seed, began to rage 
a^inft hun, and Jeek the young 
CbilJ's Life to ^ftroy him. Herod, the King of 
Ju^a made the firft Attempt agaihft his Life; but 
was prevented in his bloody DdGgn by the Provi- 
dence of Gody who by his Angel, wam'd Jofepb, 
his reputed Father, to take him and his MoUier 
Meryy and flee with them into Egypt ; where bfe 
A con- 
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continued till the Death of that Tyrant. Herod 
being alarmed at the Inquiry of the Eajiern Magi 
^ftcr him that was born King of the Jews ^ thought 
to dcftroy him, whom he fear'd would dethrone him 
and fucceed him in the Government ; under a mi- 
ftaken Notion, that the Kingdom of this'New-born 
Monarch was of this World. He therefore Jc72i 
forth andjlew all the Children that ivere in Beth- 
lehem, from two Tears old and under ; hoping to 
include the young King in the bloody Execution. 

Thus thofc Infant Betblehemites were the firft, 
that fafFered for the Sake of Christ, and may 
therefore jullly claim a Place among the Miirtyrs 
for his glorious Caufe. For it hath been obferved 
that there are three Sorts of Martyrs. Th^ Jirji in 
fFill and Deed-y which was the Cafe of moft of the 
Apojiks : The fecond in tVitl^ but not in Deed ; 
which was the Cafe of St. John the Evangelijl : 
The Ancients upon this Account giving him the 
Title of Martyr, that he yielded his Body to T'or- 
mentSy and was willing to die for Chrifl : The third 
in Deed, but not in fTill-, which was the Cafe of 
the holy Innocents. It having been the Senfe of the 
Church that they died the Death of Martyrs, tho* 
. incapable of making the Choice. 

But however our blefTed Lord efcaped the Hands 
■of the Wicked in this Maffacre in Bethlehem, yet 
had he Enemies more and more daily rifing up 
againft him ; . more efpecially after he began to 
•.preach the glad.Tidings of the Gofpel, and to point 
.out to Mankind the Way to everlailing Happinefs, 
Men of all Orders and Degrees perfecuted and re-- 
"viledhim, and cajl out his Name as evil. Nor did 
fheir Malice ceafe till they had taken him, and 
^notwithftanding the fpotlefs Innocence of his 

Life, 
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Life, ib that he could challenge all his Adverfaries; 
Which of you coTrvincetb me of Sin) wtb ivicked ' 
Hands crucifed andflain him. 

And as the Rage and Malice of Satan and the 
wicked World, purfued the Author of Chriftianity 
even to the Death, fo have they never ceafed, more 
or Icfs, as God in his Wifdom, hath feen good to 
permit, from Time to Time to perfecutc all its 
true and fincere Profeffors. Yea, many of them 
have fufFcred at their Hands the moft cruel Tor- 
ments of all -kinds, as you may fee by the general 
Account I have given of thofe, commonly called^ 
the T*en firft Perfecutions of Chriftianity. 

The Firft Perfecution was begun by jywiitim 
Neroy the Sixth Emperor, about the Year 67. 
The Occafion whereot was this. NerOy amongft 
other wicked Defigns, had a great Defire to con-- 
fume the City of Rome with Fire ; pronouncing 
King Priam an happy Man, becaufe he beheld the 
End of his Kingdom and Country together. For 
the efFedling of this * Villany, he fent divers to 
kindle the Fire in fundry Places 5 and when it was 
thoroughly kindled, he went up to the Top of 
Mecenas Tower, which overlooked the whole City, 
where he fed himfelf with the Sight of infinite 
Burnings, and fang to his Harp the Burning of 

But Nero finding that this Fire, which continued 
burning Nine Days, brought a great Odium upon 
him ; to excufe himfelf, transferred the Fault upon 
the Chriftians, and thereupon rai&d this firft Perfe- 
cution againft them : Of whom there was at thi^ 
Time a Flourifliing Church in R<me. His own 
Court was fecretly inriched with fomc of thofe Di- 
amonds, whofe Salutations the Apoftlc remembers 
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in his Epiftle to the Philippians. With their Blood 
l^ero fought to cover his own Ipfamy. Some he 
caufed to be fewed up in th? Skins, of Wild BeaftSj, . 
and then worried to Death with Dogs j fome he 
crucified, others he burnt in Publick, to J(urni{h 
his Evening Sports with Bonfires. Many he caufed 
to be packed up in Paper ftifFcncd in Molten Wax, 
with a Coat of Searcloth about their Bodies, and 
bound upright to Axle-Trees, many of which 
were pitched in the Ground, and fo {et on Fire at 
the Bottom, to maintain Light for Nero's Night 
Sports in bis Gardens. Sopie of them were gored 
in Length upon Stakes, th^ one End faftened in 
the Earth, the other thruft into their Ipundaments^ 
and coming out at their Mouths. 

Nor did this Perfecutipp rage in Rome alonc^ 
but it was extended generally over the wholp 
Empire, inibmvch, that a Man might then have 
feen Cities lie full of dead Bodies : Yea, his Rage 
and Malice was io great^ that he endeavoured to 
have rooted out the vtty Nam? of Chriftians in all 
Places. Whereupon Tertullian iaid, * That it could 
* be no ordinary Oopdnefs which Nero condemned ; 
' And (faith he) we glory on the Behalf of our 
\ Sufferings, that- tb^ey had fuch a Dedicator as he.* 
This great jperfecution continued four-Years, and 
expired in the Martyrdom of th? t\yo great Apo- 
ftles, Peter and Paul. 

Afteir the Dpath of Nero^ th?re fucceeded firft 
Fefpajiariy and then his Son T/Vw, in the Empire, 
under both, whopi the Chyrch had. reft. But T^itut 
aflbciating to himfelf, his Brother Flavins Domitian 
in the Government, Domitian firft flew his Brother,^ 
and then raifed the Second Perfecution againft the 
Church of Chriji in th^ Yeai; 96. His Pride was fa 

great 
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great that he commanded himfelf to be worlhipped 
as God; and that Images of Gold and Silver fhould 
be fet up for his Honour in the Capitol. His Cru- 
elty was unmeafurable* The chiefeft Nobles of 
the l!!^i?7tf» Senators, either thro* Envy, or for their 
Goods, he caufed to' be put to Death, Having 
alfo heard fome Rumours of Chrijf% Kingdom, he 
was afraid, as Herod had been before him : And 
thereupon commanded all of the Lineage of David 
to be fought out and flain. At laft two poor 
Chriftians that came of Judas^ the Brother of 
Chriji^ according to the Fleih, were brought before 
JDomitiarty and accufed to be of the Tribe of Ju* 
dahy and of the I/ine of David : Whom, among 
other Things the Emperor qucftion'd concerning 
Chri^ and his Kingdom? Tney anfwered. That 
Cbri^s Kingdom was not of this World, but Spi-r 
ritual and Celeflial ; and that he would come at 
the laft Pay to judge the Quick and the Dead. 
Hereupon he defpifed them as fimple and con- 
temptible Perfons, and fo difraifled them. He 
punilhed an infinite Company of Chriftians that 
were famous in the Church, with Exile and Lofs of 
their Subftance, Under this Perfecution it was, 
that St, John the beloved Difciple was firft put 
into a Vc^el of boiling Oil, and cqming out with- 
out Hurt, was then baniftied into the I(le ofPatmos^. 
In this Perfecution, Simeotiy Biftiop oi Jerufalem^ 
after many Torments, was crucified to death ; and 
an innumerable Company of Martyrs for the' like 
Tcftimony of the Lord *Jefu% : Amongft whoin. 
was Flaviay the Daughter of Flavius Clemens^ a 
Roman Senator and Cbnful ; who amongft many 
others, was ba^niihed into the Ifle of Pontia^ 

This 
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' This Law alfo was made by the Roman Senate, 
That Chriftians fhould not be let go that were once 
brought before the Tribunal Seat, except they 
renounced their Religion. That which ftirred up 
the Emperor more to perfecute the Chriftians, 
were thofe abominable Lies, and malicious Slan- 
ders raifed againft them by the Heathen Idolaters j 
as that Jthey were a People that lived in Tnceft, that 
m their Nightly Meetings, putting out the Can- 
dles, they rai^ together in all filthy Manner ; that 
ttiey killed their own Children, and uled to eat 
Man's Flefh ;. that they were Seditious and Rebel- 
lious, and refufed to.fwear by the Fortune of G^r, 
and would not adore his Image in the Market- 
place ; and in Brief, that they were Pernicious to 
the Roman Empire: Ycdy whenfoever any Thing 
happened amifs to the City of RomCy or to her Pro- 
winces, either by Famine, Peftilence, Earth- 
quakes, Wars, unfeafonable Weather, and the like^ 
it waj prcfently' imputed to the Qiriftians. Be- 
fides alio,, -tht re .were a Number of wicked Accii- 
iers, that foe X^uqre's fake, to hive the Pofleffions 
of the Chriftian^ .accufed and perfecuted them to 
the .Death. Wben the Chriftians were brought 
before tlie Mngiltrates, : they gave them an Oath, 
fequiring them to declare the Truth, whether they 
were Chriftians, or no; and if they confcfled, then 
Sentence of Deatn was pafled againft them. The 
Kinds of Death vvere divers and horrible. What- 
soever the Cruelty of Man could devife, was praftif- 
cd againft the poor Saints of God; Imprifonments, 
Stripes, Scourgings, Rackings, Tearings, Stoning, 
Plates of Iron burning hot, laid to the tendereft: 
Parts pf their Bodies, deep Dungeons, Strangling " 
in Prifons, the Teeth of wild Beafts, Grid-Irons^ '-. 

Gibbets ; 
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Gibbets and Gallows, Toffings upon the Horns 
''I of Bulls, Jlnd fuch like Torments. And when they 
were thus killed, their Bodies were laid on Heaps, 
and' Dogs left to keep thenl, that none might 
come to bury them. Notwithftanding all which 
horrible Punifhttiehts, the Church ofCbriJi daily 
increaled., being deeply rooted 'in the Dodtriiic 
of the Apoftles and Apoftolicial Men, and watered 
plenteoufly with the Blood of the Saints, 

In this Perfecution, Protqfius and Gervafiui 
were martyred at Millain. T'imotby was ftoned 
to Death at Ephefus^ by the Worfliippers of Di* 
cna^ and Dionyjius Areopagita was flain with the 
Sword at Parn. 

Domitian being flain by fome of his own Sef-^ 
vants, Nerva fucceeded him, who was a merciful 
Man, and flayed the Perfecution againfl the 
Chriftians. But he reigning only thirteen Months, 
Trajan^ a Spaniard^ fuccceded him, who in the 
tenth Year of his Reign, faifed the Third Perfe- 
cution againfl the Church, in the Year io8, 
which was far more Cruel than either of the for- 
mer. In as much as Plinius Secundus^ an Hea- 
then Philofopher, feeing the lamentable Slaughter 
of the Chriftians, moved With Pity, wrote to 
*tf/^an concerning the fame : That whereas there 
tsrcre many Thoufands of them daily put to Death, 
there were none of them which did any Thing 
contrary to the 'Roman Laws, worthy of Perfecu- 
tion, faving. That they ufed to gather together in 
"the Morning before Day^ and ling Hymrts to a 
. certain God that they Worfhipped, called Chriji ; 
in other Things, they were godly and honcfl- 
In this Perfecution fuffered Phocas^ Bifhop of 
-Pontus J whom Trajan^ beeaufe he would ndt 
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Sacrifice to NeptUne^ caufed to be caft intd li hot 
Lime-Kiln, and afterwards to be put into a fcald-^ 
ing Bath, wheife he ended hi& Life in the Cauie 
of Cbri/l. As alfo Ignatius^ Bi/hop of Antiocb^ 
Was apprehended and fent to Rome^ where he was 
devoured of Wild Beaftss and befides thefc, ma- 
ny Thoufand others. 

After the Death of Trq/att^ fucceeded Adrian^ 
who continued this Perfecution j at which Time, 
Alexander^ Bifhop of Rome^ with his two Dea- 
cons; as alfo Hermes and ^irinusy with their 
Families fuiFered Martyrdom. Alfo about this . 
Time, Zenon^ a Nobleman of Rome^ with above 
Ten Thoufand more, were flain for Chrifl's Sake. 
Alfo in Mount Ararat were Ten Thoufand 
Chriftians crucified, crowned with ThomSj and 
thruft into the Side with fharp Darts, after the 
Example of the Lords Paffion. Eiiftacbius^ a 
Noble Captain, whom T^rajan had fent out to 
War againft the Barbarians i after (through God's 
Mercy) he had valiantly fubdued liis Enemips^ 
was returning home with Viftory ; Adrian for 
Joy went to meet him, and to bring him home 
with Triumph: But by the Way, he would needs 
Sacrifice to Apollo^ for the Viftory obtained, wil- 
ling Eujlacbius to do the fame with hini. But 
when by no Means he could be perfwaded there- 
to, coming to Rome^ he with his Wife and Chil- 
dren, fufFcred Martyrdom, by the Command of 
the ingrateful Emperor. Alfo Faujiinus and Jo^ 
bita^ Citizen of Brixia^ were martyr 'd with ma- 
ny Torments ; which caufed one CabceriuSy be- 
hplding their admirable Patience in the Midft of 
their cruel Torments, to cry out. Verily great is 
the Qod of the Chriilians ! whereupon being ap* 
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prehendcd, he was made partaker of their Mar- 
tyrdom. Alfo EleutberiuSy Bifhop in ApuHa^ was 
beheaded, together with his Mother Antbed. 
Alfo SymphoriJ^a^ a godly Matron, was often cru- 
elly fcourged, afterwards hanged up by the Hair 
of her Head ; at laft had a huge Stone fattened to 
her, and j(b was thrown into the River. After 
which her feven Children, in like Manner, with 
divers Kinds of Torments, were all of them 
martyr'd by the Tyrant. Thcfe feven Childrert 
of Sympbortjfa^ were faftened to feven Stakes, then 
racked up with a PuUy, and afterwards thruft 
thorough : Crefcens in the Neck, Julianus in the 
Breaft, Nemejius in the Heart, Primitivus in the 
Navel, Juftinus was cut in every Joynt of his 
Body, Stateus ran thorough with Spears, and 
Eugenius cut afunder from the Breaft to the lower 
Parts, and then all of them were cafl: into a deep 
Pit. 

After Adrian fucceeded Antoninus PiuSy who 
being informed of the cruel Sufferings of the 
Chriilians, wrote a Letter to his Commons of 
Afiay forbidding them to perfecute the Chriftians 
any further 5 which Epiflle he thus concludes, ff 
any hereafter Jhall offer any Vexation and Trouble 
to CbriJiianSy baving no otber Caufe^ but becaufe 
tbey are fucb 5 let him that is impeacbed^ be re- 
leafedy and freely difcharged^ and let bis Accufef 
fuftain the Punifhment. 

By this Means then the Tempefl of Perfecution 
began in thofe Days to be appeafed through the-' 
Merciful Providence of God. The Rod of the 
JVicked Jhall not always refi upon the Lot of the 
Righteous. Pfal. 125, 3, 
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After the Death of that mild Prince Antoninus 
PiiiSy his Son Af. Antoninus Verus fucceeded in 
fhe Empire; a ftern and fevere Man, who raifed 
the fourth Perfecutiori againft the Chriftians, in the 
Year 162 > wherein a great Number of them, who 
truly profefled Chriji^ fuffered Puni(bments and 
Torments \ cfpccially in Afia and France^ among 
whom was Folycarf Biihop of Smyrna^ who was 
burnt at a Stoke at Smyrna^ togcdier with twelve 
others that came from Philadelphia. Alfo Germa^ 
nicus z young Man, did moft conftantly perfeverc 
in the Dod:rine of Cb/'iji^ whom when the Procon- 
ful of Afia defired to remember his Age, and to fa- 
vour himfelf, he would by no Flatteries be with- 
drawn from his Stedfaftnefs, but remaining conftant, 
was thrown to the wild Bcafts, whom he allured and 
provoked to come upon him, and devour him, that 
he might be the more fpeedily delivered out of 
this Wretched Life. 

At RomCy Felicitas with her feven Children 
were martyred, whereof her eldeft Son, after he 
was whipt and grievoufly fcourged with Rods, was 
preft to Death with leaden Weights: The two 
»ext had their Brains beaten out with Mawls : The 
fourth was thrown down head-long from an high 
Place, and brake his Neck : The three youngeft 
were beheaded ; and laftly, the Mother was flain 
with the S^yord. 

Alfo Juftin Martyr^ a Man that excelled in 
Learning^ and Phihfophy^ and a great Defender of 
the Chrillian Religion, who had delivered to the 
Emperor and Senate an Apology in Defence of the 
Chriftians, fuffered Martyrdom in this Perfecution. 

There was in Fjgypt a certain Woman married . 
to a Hufband that was given much unto Lafci- 

vioufnef?, 
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woufiiefs, wliereunto fhe herfelf liad been formerly 
addiclcd; but being inftrudted in the Chriftian 
Religion, {he became a chafte and godly Matron, 
and endeavoured to perfwade her Hu(band alfo 
thereunto. But he, continuing in his filthy Life, 
ihe refolved to be divorced from him j yet at the 
Requeft of her Friends, fhe forbore, to try if by 
any Means he would be reclaimed ; but he going 
to Alexandria^ and living more Licentioufly than 
before, Ihe fued out a Bill of Divorce, and fo 
was feparated from him. Then did this malicious 
Wretch accufe her to be a Chriftian, which was 
no lefs than Death ; whereupon (he being in great 
Peril, delivered up a Supplication to the Empe- 
ror, craving but fo much Favour, that (he might 
gp and fet her Family in order, and then (he 
would be ready to anfwer to all fuch Crimes as 
Ihould be objeded againft her. This Petition the 
Emperor granted. Her Hufoand perceiving that 
he was fruftrated in his Expedation, went and 
accufed Ptotemaus (who was her Inftrudor in the 
Faith of Cbri/i) that he was a Chriftian. Ptole^ 
maus loving the Truth, and not thinking it good 
to hide his Profcffion, confeffed it : Therefore be- 
ing brought before Urbicius the Judge, he was by 
him condemned to die ; whereupon one Lucius a 
Chriftian, ftanding by, faid to the Judge, * What 

* Reafon, I pray you, or Equity is this, that this 

* Man, who is neither Adulterer, Fornicator, Mur- 

* derer, nor Felon, nor guilty of any other Crime, 

* ihould be condemned for his Name, and Pro- 

* feffion of Chriftianity ? Thefe Manner of Judg- 

* ments (O Urbicius) are neither honourable for 
' the Emperor, nor for the Eftate of the Senate of 

* Rome :' Then faid Urbicius^ Methinks thou alfo 
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trt a Chr iltiaf) ; "which Lucius confcffing, the Judgfe 
without any farther Delay, commanded him alfo 
to tfee Pkce of Execution j To whom he anfwer- 
cd, * I thaak you with all my Heart, that hereby 

* you releafe me from moft wicked Governors, and 

* fend me to my good and loving Father, who is 
^ God sf Godsy and King of Kings* Alfo a third 
Man coming to the Judge, and ufing the like 
Iriberty of Speech, had the like Sentence of Death, 
and was crowned with the fame Crown of Mar- 
tyrdom. 

Many Chriftians alfo fufFered in France^ among 
whom, a noble young Man, called Vetius Epa^ 
gathuSy being repleniflied with fervent Zeal and 
Love, both to God and the Brethren, could not 
fuffer the wicked Judgment which was given 
againft the Brethren : Whereupon he defired the 
Governor to hear what he had to fay in their Be- 
half; but the People cryed out againft him, and 
the Juftice denied his lavidful Requeft, withal, afk- 
ing him whether he himfelf were not a Chriftian? 
Unto which, with a loud and bold Voice he anfwer- 
tdy I am a Chrijiian*^ and thus was he received into 
the FellowAip of the Martyrs. By this worthy 
Example the reft of the Brethren were more ani- 
mated to fuffer Martyrdom : Yet foroe there were 
as yet weak, and not fo w^ll prepared for Suffer- 
ings, of whom there were ten that fainted, which 
filled the Reft with great Heavinefs. Their Ex- 
ample alfo caufed fuch as were not yet apprehend- 
ed to be kfs forward in adventuring themfelvas ; 
yet every Day were fome apprehended, which 
were worthy to fill up the Number of them which 
were fallen. 

Againft 
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SanStuSy Deacon of the Church of Vienna and 
Maturus^ who but a little before had been bap* 
tizcd, but yet a worthy Soldier of Chri/i^ fuffercd 
cruel Torments: As did alfo jf t talus ^nd Blandina, 
concerning whom (fay the Brethren) we were all 
afraid, efpecially her Miftrefs, left through Weak- 
neis fhe fliould not ftand to her Profeflion ; bat, 
through God's Grace, fhe was fo admirably reple- 
niflied with Strength and Boldnefs, that they 
which had the Tormenting of her by courfe from 
Morning till Night, for very Wearinefs gave over^ 
and fell down, confeffing that they could do no 
mwe againft her, marvelling that fhe lived, having 
her Body fo torn and rent as it was ; profefling that 
any one of thofe Torments alone had been fiiffi- 
cient to bereave her of Life, But this blefled Vir- 
gin became ftronger and ftronger in her Sufferings, 
and as often as (he fpake thefe Words, I am a 
Cbri/liany and have not committed any Evil, (he 
was wonderfully comforted. 

SanBus alfb, who in his Torments had endured 
more Pains than the Nature of Man was able to 
fland under, when the Wicked thought to have 
heard him utter fome blafphemous Words, through 
the Intolerablenefs of his Pains, abode notwith- 
fbnding fo confbnt in Mind, that they could ex- 
tort Nothing from him, but to every Queftion he 
anfwered, / am a Chri/lian. When therefore they 
had ufed all other Kinds of Torments, they clapped 
Plates of Brafs red hot to the tcnderefl Parts of his 
Body , wherewith , though he was grievoufly 
fcorched, yet fhrunk he not for the Matter ; yea, 
though his Body was all drawn together with the 
fcorching Fire, fo that he retained not the proper 
Shape of a Man, yet did he draw Comfort from 
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Chrifty fo as to rcjoycc in thefe Tribulations, Af- 
ter a while they brought him again to new Tof- 
ments, hopipg thereby to enforce him to a Recan- 
tation ; at which Time his Body was fo fore and 
fwoln, that he could not fufFer a Man to touch 
him : But contrary to their Expeftation, his Body 
in thefe latter TcH-ments was fo fupplied and re- 
ftored, that he recovered the former Shape and 
Ufc of his Members, fo that thefe fecond Torments, 
through the Grace of Chri/l^ proved a fovereign 
Medicine to him. 

PbotinuSy Deacon to the Bifhop of Lyons ^ about 
eighty-nine Years old, weak and feeble, by Reafon 
of Age and Sicknefs, yet of a lively Spirit and 
Courage, by Reafon of the great Defire, which he 
had of Martyrdom, being brought to the Judg- 
ment Seat, and being their demanded of the chief 
Ruler, What was the Chriftian Man's God ? He 
anfwered, Jf thou beeft worthy to know^ thoujhalf 
know. The Ruler being enraged herewith, caufed 
him to be extreamly beaten ; alfo fuch as flood 
next him, did all the Defpight they could, beating 
and kicking him without any Regard to his reve- 
rend Gray-hairs. Others that were further off, 
threw at him whatfocver came next Hand ; and 
thus whilft he was gafping after Life, they threw 
him into Prifon, where after two Days, he died. 
. They alfo, which in the firft Perfecution had 
denied Chrijiy were apprehended, caft into Prifon, 
and made Partakers of the others Afflidlions ; yea, 
they had twice fo much Punifhment as the other 
had. And whereas, they which had been conftant, 
were retreflied with the Joy of Martyrdom, with 
the Hope of GotTs Promifes, and with the Love 
of Chrijiy and his holy Spirit : The other jipojiates 
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full of Guilt, went out to Death, dcje<3cd 
illed with Shame, fo that the very Gentiles 
d them as degenerous Perfons, and worthy to 
as Evil-doers, 

?j£}us^ MaturuSy Attains^ and Bldndtna^ fuf- 
again all Manner of Torments, as if they 
bfFered Nothing before. Sandius and Matu- 
eing brought to the Scaffold, were fcourged, 
Df wild Beads, fet in red hot iron Chairs, in 
b their Bodies were dried as on a Grid-iron, 
heir Tormentors raged more and more againft 
, labouring to overcome the Patience of the 
> ; yet could they get Nothing out of SanSui% 
b, but that he was a Chriftian : Thefe holy 
having been thus made a Speftacle all the 
to the People, were at laft ' flain. Then 
Una being faftened to a Stake, was caft to 
vild Beafts, but they, being more merciful 
Men, would not come near her. Then they 
ler again into Prifon, where fhe, though a 
Woman, yet armed with invincible Courage 
&r/y?, mightily encouraged her Brethren, 
ien was At t aim brought forth with this In- 
ion, I'his is Attalus the Chriftian^ againft 
n the People were much enraged, but the 
rnor underflanding that he was a Romany re- 
led him to Prifon till he underflood the Em- 
's Pleafure. Many that had before denied 
?, through God's Grace, recovered themfelves 
, and tailed the Sweetnefs of him that defired 
le Death of a Sinner ^ and of their own Ac- 
came to the Judgment Seat to be examined. 
I did the Judge, when a great Concourfe of 
le was met together, fend for all the Chriflian 
lers, and as many as wereFrce-n>en of /?<?/»<?' 

he 
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ike beheaded ; the Reiidiie he gave to be devoured 
of wild Beafts, amongft whom alfo they which 
Jiad before denied Chrtjiy joyfully fuffered Martyr- 
dom. Whilft the Chriftians were examining at 
the Bar, one Alexander^ a Phyfician, by Signs, 
iind Becks, perfwaded thofe which were examined, 
boldly to confefs Chriji^ which the People taking 
Notice of, accufed him to the Judge 3 who afk- 
ing him what Religion he was of, he anfwered, / 
am a Chrijiian \ whereupon, he was immediately 
adjudged to be devoured of the Beafts. 

The next Day was Attains and this Alexander 
brought forth to the Scaffold, where they had all 
Manner of Torments inflifted upon them, and 
having endured the greateft Agony, they were at 
^e laft Slain : Alexander never fo much as fighed, 
but prayed to, and praifed God all the While he 
was tormented. Attains^ when he was fet in the 
Iron Chair, and the frying Savour of his burn- 
ing Body began to fmell, faid to the People, * Be- 

* hold ! this which you do is to eat Man's Flcfli ; 

* for we neither eat Men, nor commit any Wick- 

* edncfs :' And being demanded what was the 
Name of their God^ he faid. Our God hatb no 

fucb Name as Men have. Then faid they, Let us 
fee whether your God can help you, and take you 
QUt of our Hands. Then was Blandina again 
brought forthi ^^^ with her PonticuSy a Youth 
of fifteen Years old, who defying their Idols, and 
qpnftantly cleaving to Cbrifly were put to all the- 
Torments their enraged Enemies could devife. The 
Yoiith haying fuffered all kinds of Torments^ at 
laft gave up the Ghoft. Blandina was firft piti* 
fully whipped, then thrown to the wild Beafts >. 
then tormented upon the Gri^-iron ; then put , 

into 
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into a Net, lind thrown to the wild BuU^ ^d 
when ihe was to^^Kl, gored^ and wounded with 
his Horns, fhe was at Tail: flain^ but was fo filled 
with the Joys of the Holy Ghoft^ that fhe felt no 
Pain during all her Torments. In the mean 
Time the Gentiles extolled their Idols, mocking 
and flouting the Chriftians, faying^ * Where is 
' your God that yoti fo much boafl of? And what 

* helpeth this your Religion for which you give 

* your Lives ? 

It is reportedj That Marcus Aurelius^ and 
Marcus Antonius the EmperorSi going to War 
againfl the ^ades^ Vandals^ Sarmates and Ger^ 
mans i the Army by the Multitude of their £ne-» 
fnies was coopt up in fome flrait, dry and hot 
Places, where the Soldiers having been deflitUte of 
Water for five Days together, were all like to 
Derifh. Hereupon a Legion of Chriflian Soldiers 
Deing in the Army^ withdrew a-part from the 
Refl, and falling proftrate on the Earth, by ardent 
Prayer, obtained of God a double Relief. For thd 
Lord fent the Romans fueh Showers, as latisfied 
heir Neceilities, and flafhed fuch Lightnings a^ 
jainfl their Enemies^ that thereby they were dif- 
xjmfited and put to flight. This Miracle fo pleaf« 
jd the Emperor^ that ever after he ufed the Chri- 
lians gentler -, writing alfo to divers Rulers^ com-^ 
nanding them to give Thanks to the Chriftians, - 
LS for their Victory, fo for the Prefcrvation of 
limfelf, and his Army. His Letters were to thi^ 
^urpofe. That whereas himfelf and Army were 
nvironed with nine hundred fevertty five thoufand 
ighting Men, and were like to perifh for want of 
^ater, the Chriftians praying to a God^ that he 
mew not, obtained Relief for him; and by Hail* 
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and I^ightning, Deflru&ion to hk Enemies; 

whereby he perceived their God to be a mighty 

God. Hereupon hp decreed that none fhould be 

puniflicd for the Cbriftian Profeffion, being guilty 

of no other Crime, and that the Accufers of tlic 

Chriftians fhould be burnt alive. This was a great 

Means of putting a Stop to this Perfecutioti ; tho' 

fome Chriftians were afterwards cruelly handled 

by Commodus the Emperor; ^(^tQidMy Vincentius^ 

EufebiuSy Peregrinus and PotentianuSy learned Men, 

and Faftors of the Cbriftian Congregations, who 

being ftirred up with Zeal, went about from Place 

to Place, converting the Gentiles to the Faith of 

Chrifi. Thefe were all preffed to Death. 

Commodus being dead, Pertinax fucceeded in 
the Empire, under whom the Church enjoyed 
Peace, and ftouriftied exceedingly, fo that many 
of the Nobles of Rome embraced the true Faith, 
together with their whole Houfliolds. 

Severus iucceeded PertinaXy j^nd ia.the firft ten 
Years of his Reign he was very mild and gentle to 
the Chriftians. But afterwards, through finifter 
Suggeft:ions, and malicious Accuj&tion* ; he was fo 
incenfed, that by his Proclamations he command- 
ed that no Chriftians fhould any more be fuffered 
to. live. Hereby the Fifth and that a great Perfecu- 
tion was ftirred upon every Side in the Year 205; 
and an infinite Number of Mjgetyrs were itain ; a- 
mongft whom was Leonides thQ Father, of Origen. 
. Origen- was afterwards a ftofeflbr of Divinity 
at Alexandria^ and out of his School, one P/«- 
tarcb^ fuftered Martyrdom, as alfo Serenus hiis 
Brother, who was burned, and another Serenti 
who was beheaded. Potamiena iAio^ who wai 
alia tormented with boiling Pitch poured upon 
** - her, 
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her, and afterwards with her Mother' Marcilla 
and Rbais was burned in the Fire. This Pota-^ 
miena being a beautiful Virgin, was committed 
to Captain BaJUides to fee Execution done upon^ 
her, and as he led her to the Place of Execution,^ 
he reprcfled the Rage of the Multitude, who fol- 
lowed her with many Railings and Revilings, 
whereupon, to requite his Kindne&, {he prayed 
to the Lord for his Converfion to the true Faith/ 
ixid fb with admirable Patience ihe fufiered Mar- 
tyrdom. 

Shortly after Bajitides being required to give an 
Oath in the Behalf of his Fellow-Soldiers, ht de- 
lied the fame, plainly affirming that he was a. 
3hriiHan, and therefore he could not fwear by the 
klols. They which heard him, thought that he 
eftedat firft,. but when he had cohftantly affirmed 
t, they had him before the Judge, who commit- 
cd him to Ward. The Chriftians wondering at 
ty went to him, and enquiring the Caufe of his 
I^onverfion, he told them that Potamiena had pray- 
xl for him, and fo he faw a Crown put Upon 
lis Head, adding that it fhould not be long be- 
fore he received it, and accordingly the next Day 
ic was beheaded. 

. Alfo one Andoclus was fent by Poly carp into 
France^ who becaufe he fpread the Etodhine of 
^rijiy was apprehended by the Command of Se^ 
ueriiSj and firft beaten widb Staves and Bats, and 
ifta^ards beheaded^. Afclepiades alfo, afterwards 
Bifiiop of AntiOcbj fufFcred much in diis Perfccu- 
:ion. Then did IrenauSy and many others with 
aim fuffer Martyrdom ; and ftiortly after TertuP 
fan alfo. 

C 2 ■ :: .Cetilia* 
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In this Pcrfecation, Cecilia a Virgin, cfpoufed to 
Valerian^ was apprehended and carried to the Idols 
to ikcrifice, which flie refufing, fhould have been 
carried to the Judge to receive the Sentence of 
Condemnation ; but the Serjeants and Officers be- 
holding her excellent Beauty and prudent Beha-r 
Yiour, began to perfuadc her much to favour her^ 
felf ; but ihe fo replied with Wifdom and godly 
Exhortations, that by the Grace of Almighty God^ 
dieir Hearts began to relent, and at length to yield 
to that Religion which before they pcrfecutedj; 
which ihc perccivingji defired Leave to go Home ij 
and fending for XJrbanus the Bifhop to her Houfe, 
he fi) grounded and eilablifhed them in the Faith 
QiChriJiy that about four hundred Pcrfons believed j^ 
and were baptized ; amongft whom was Gordianus 
a Nobleman. Afterwards this blcffed Martyr was 
]>rought before the Judge, by whom (he was con- 
dernned ; then (he was enclofed in an hot Bath for 
twenty four Hours, yet remaining alive, (he was' 
there beheaded. 

At Prenefte in Italy was one Agapetus of fifteen 
Ytar§ old apprehended, becau(e he refiifed to (a-, 
orifice to Idols, he was firft fcourged with Whips, 
then hanged up by the Feet, and had fcalding Wa- 
ter poured on him ; then he was caft to the wild 
Bcafts ; but hecaufc they would not hurt him he 
was kftly beheaded, jintiochus that executed thefe 
Torments on him, fuddenly fell down from his 
judicial Seat, crying out, that all his Bowels burn- 
ed witlun him,' and fo he died miierably. 

The Emperor Maximine raifed the Sixth Per- 
secution again(l: the Chriltians in the Year 237, ef- 
pecially againfl the Teachers and Leaders of the 
Chutrcb> thinking that if thefe Captains were re- 
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noved out of the Way, he (hould the cafilicr pre- 
vail againft the reft. Amongft whom Urbanui 
Jifliop of Rome^ and Pbiiippus, one of his MU 
lifters were banifhcd into Sardinia^ where they 
)oth died. 

About this Time one Natalius that had formerly 
uiFered great Perfecution for the Caufe of Chriji^ 
vas fcduced by Afclepiodotui and TheedoruSy two 
)e£tarieSy to be the Bifhop of their Sed, pro- 
nifing to pay him a hundred and fifty Crowns 
)f Silver every Month, and fo he joyned himfelf 
o them I but the Lord in Mercy not intending to 
ofe him that had fuftcred fo much for his Sake, 
dmoniftied him by a Vifion to adjoin himfelf to 
he true Church again, which the good Man for 
he prefent, blinded with Lucre and Honour, 
lid not Regard as he ought to have done. The 
flight after he was fcourged by Angels, where- 
ipon in the Morning, putting on Sack-clotB, with 
nuch Weeping and Lamentation, he went to 
he Chriftian Congregation, praying them for the 
ender Mercies of Cbrijt, that he might be re- 
• eived into their Communion again ; which RB^ 
j-ueft was accordingly granted unto him. 

Hippolitus was drawn thorough the Fields with 
m\d Horfcs till he died ^ many others were mar- 
•yred and buryed by fixty in a Pit. 

Decius the Emperor raifed the Seventh terrible 
Perfecution in the Year 250, which was iirft oc- 
[rafioned by Reafbn of the Trcafures of the Em- 
peror, which were committed to Fabian Bifhop of 
Rome^ who thereupon, by the Command of De-^ 
:iuSj was put to Death ; and moreover Proclama- 
:ioiis were fent into all Quarters, that all who pfOr 
fcffed tBe Name of Chrifty ifhould be flaio. In 
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the Time of this Pcrfecution Origen fiifFered ma- 
ny and great Torments for the Caufe of Chrtft^ 
by Rackings, Dungeons^ and the like. 

Nicepborus, who writeth of this Perfecution un- 
dcr DeciuSj declareth the Horriblenefs of it to be fo 
great, and that fo many Martyrs fuffered, ' That, 

* ^faith he) it is as cafy to number the Sands of the 
\ Sea, as to fet down the Names of all thofe whom 
^ this Perfecution did devour.' 
. Dionyjius Akocandrinus^ faith thus,. * This Per* 

* fecution began about a Year before the Empc- 
\ ror's Proclamation came forth, by Reafon of a 
*. wicked Sooth-fayer, who coming to the City,. 
\ ftirred up the Multitude of Heathens againft the 

* Chriftians, perfoading them to uphold their Ido- 

* latrous Services ; wherewith the People being in- 
' flamed, obtained full Power to profecute thear 
^_ wicked PurpofeSj conceiving all Religion to con- 
\ lift in the Deftruiftion of the Chriftians/ And 
firil o£all they fell upon a Miniftcr, called Metra^ 
whom they would have enforced to blafpheme 
Ci&r//?*; which when he refufed, they laid upon 
him witli^tayes and Clubs, and with fliarp Reeds 
they pricked his Face and Eyes ; and then, bring- 
ing him to the Suburbs, they ftoned him to Death. 
Then they took an holy Woman, called Squint a^ 
and bringing her to the Idol-Temple, would com- 
pel her to worfliip there ; which ihe conftantly re- 
hiiing, they bound her Feet, and drew her tho- 
row all the Streets upon the hard Stones, whipt her 
with Whips, daftied her againft Mill-ftones, and 
laftly ftpned her to Death, Then the enraged Mul- 
titude breaking into Chriftian's Houfes, plundered 
them of all they had ; the reft of the Lumber 
they* earned into the Market-place, apd burned it. 
^ -: , The 
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The Saints in the mean Time taking patiently ani 

Ij^fully the Spoiling of their Goods, knowing that 
they had a more enduring Subftame in Heaven: 

Then they teok an ancient Virgin, called ApoU 
lima, and dafliing all her Teeth out of her Head, 
they made a great Fire, threatning to caft her in- 
to it, unlefs (he would blafpheme and deny Chriji^ 
whereupon fhe, after a little Paufc, leaped into th« 
Fire, and fo was burned. Then they took Sera- 
pion out of his Houfe, whom they affailed wirfi 
all kind of Tornjents, broke almoft all the Joynts 
of his Body ; and laftly throwing him down from 
an high Loft, killed him. The poor Chriftians 
could no where flielter themfelves, nor reft Day 
nor Night, the Multitude crying out, that unlels 
Aey would blafpheme Cbrijt, they fhould be burn- 
ed. But, through God's Mercy, the miferablc 
Wretches at laft fell out amongft themfelves, turning 
their Cruelty, formerVy exercifed againft the Chri- 
ftians, upon their own Heads, whereby the Church 
had a little breathing Time. But fhortly after the 
Storm gathered again, and the Emperor publifti'd 
a cruel Edid againft the Chriftians, and they were 
tormented without Mercy. 

Three Egyptians, and a Youth of fifteen Years 
old, were brought before the Judge, who firft 
began with the Child, by fair Words, to entice 
him, then by Torments to conftrain him, which, 
not availing, when he had tormented the others 
alfo, he condemned them all to the Fire. But 
the Judge wondering at the wife Anfwers, and 
Gonftancy of the Child, difmiflcd him. 

Ifehiron, a Servant to a Nobleman, was com- 
manded by his Mafter to facrifice to Idols ; which 
when he refufed, and ^ould l:^ no- Means be 
perfwaded to, his Mafter took a Pike, and ran 
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him thorough. Multitudes of Chriilians wander^ 
ing in Defarts and Mountains, were devoured by 
Hutiger, Thirft, Cold, Sicknefs, Thieves, and 
wild ficafts ; among whom was Cheremon^ Bifhop 
of the City of Nilus^ and his Wife, who flying 
into the Mountains of Arabiay were never heard 
of more. 

Agatha^ a godly Virgin of Sicily ^ fufFered divers 
Torments of Imprifonment, with Beating, Fa- 
mine, Racking, as alfo Rolling naked upon (harp 
Shells^ and hot Coals, and had her Breads cut on 
her Body. Alfo forty other Virgins, by lundry 
kinds of Torments, were put to Death about the 
fame Time. 

Decius ereifling a Temple at Ephefus^ compel- 
led ail in the City to offer Sacrifice to Idols i but 
there were Seven Chriflian Soldiers of his own Re- 
tinue, who refufed, neither could the Emperor by 
Perfuaiions or Threats, induce them to it 5 yet he 
gave them Refpite till his return from the Wars ^ 
in the mean Time they bid themfelves in a Cave 
in the Mountain Celius. At the Emperors Return 
he made great Inquifition for them, and at lafl 
hearing wnere they were, he caufed the Mouth 
of the Cave fo to be clofed up, that they could not 
get out, and io they were famiihed there^ 

There was alfo one NicetaSy a Chriflian Soldi- 
er, whom when the Prator could not by any 
Torments remove from his Stedfaflnefs, he took 
another Courfe wjth him: For he brought him in- 
to a Garden, where he laid him upon a Bed of 
Down. Prefently in comes a beautiful Strumpet, 
and ufeth all the abominable Tricks of her impure ' 
Art, and whorifh Villainies, to draw him to 
commit Wickednefs with her. Whereupon, the 

young 
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young Man fearing that he ftiould now be corlr 
quered by Folly, who was Conqufcror oVet Fury, 
bites cifF a Piece of his Tongue with his own 
Teeth, and fpit it into the Face of the Whore, 
and {d prevented the htirt of Sin, by the Stnart of 
his Wound. 

At Jintiocby ^heodora^ a godly Virgin refiifing 
to facrificc to the Idols, Was condfemfted by the 
Judge td the Stews ; which Sentence being exe- 
cuted, there Were niany wanton young Meh rea- 
dy at the Door, to prefs into the Houfe where 
fhe was ; but one of the Brethren ^ called Dtdy^ 
musj putting bn a Soldiers Habit, would have the 
firft Admittance, and coming in; he perfuaded 
her to chahge tjarments with him ; and fo (he, 
in the Soldiers Habit, efcaped aWay, and Didy-- 
mus was left to the rage and wondering of the 
People, whfcn he was found a Man. Hereupon 
he was pr6ferited to the Prefident, to whom he 

Erefently confeffed the whole Matter, profeffing 
imfelf to be a Chriftian^ and fo' was condemned ; . 
which Theodora hearing ofj thinking to excufc 
him, Ihe came, and preftnted her felf to the 
Judge, as the guilty Party, defirihg. That fhe 
might be condemned, and the Other excufed. But 
the cruel Judge, neither confidering the Virtue of 
the Perfons^ nor the Innocency of the Caufe, 
moft inhumanely condemned them both, firft to 
be beheaded, and dien burnt, which ^as accord- 
ingly executed. The Ntimber of Martyrs of all 
Ranks that fuffered in this Perfecution, v^as fo 
great, that it is impbffible to fet them all doWn. 
. After the Death of Decius, fbcceeded Gallus 
and Folujian m the Empire, in the Year 255, 
who continued this' Perfecution agarnft the Ghrift- ' 
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ians ; which fell moft heavy upon the Pdftors and 
Miniftcrs of the Congregations. For about this 
Tiaie Cyprian, and many other Minifters were 
banifhed j others were put into the Metal Mines ; 
to yihovci^'Cyprian wrote an Epiftle Gonfolatoryj 
wherein he writes thus, * Wounds aqd Scars ar6 
an Ornament to a Chrillians Breaft, fych as 
bring not Shame, but honoureth them before 
the Xe?r^; and though in the Mines there be no 
Beds for their Bodies to reft on, yet they have 
reft in Cbriji; and though their weary Bones 
lie on the cold Ground, yet it is no Pain to lie 
"with Cbrift. Their Feet are fettered with 
Chains, but he is bound of Man, whom the 
Lord Cbriji doth loofe: He lies tied in the 
Stockis, whofe Feet thereby are made fwifter to 
run to Heaven 5 neither can any Man tie a 
Chriftian fo faft, but he runs fo much the fafter 
for his Garland of Life. They have no Gar-^ 
ments to lave them from Cold, but he that puts 
on Chriji^ is fuffieiently Cloathed. Doth Bread 
fail to their hungry Bodies ? Man lives not by 
Bread alone^ but by every Word that proceeds 
out of the Mouth of God. Your Deformity 
{hall be turned to Honour, your Mourning to 
Joy, your Pain to Pleafure, and Felicity infinite. 
And if this grieve you, that you cannot fervc 
God in your Places as formerly, yet your daily 
Sacrifice ceafeth not, which is a contrite and 
humble Heart ; and though your Travel be great, 
yet fliall your Reward be greater , For God be- 
holding them which confefs his Name, appro v-^ 
eth their willing Minds; in their Strivings help- 
eth them ; in their Victory crowneth them ; . 
rewarding tliat in us which he hath pei formed,^ 

andi 
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^ and crowning that which he hath in us pcrfcft- 

* cd.' Again he tells them, that they ate now 
in a joyful Journey, hafting apace to the Man- 
lions of the Martyrs; there to enjoy durable 
Light, after Darknefs, and Comfort above all 
their Sufferings. 

After the Death of Gallus and Volufian^ fuc- 
ccedcd Valerian who ceafed the Perfecution, and 
carried himfelf exceeding friendly to the Chrift- 
ians; fo that his whole Court was replenifhed 
with holy Saints and Servants of Cbrifi^ whereby 
his Houfe feemed a Church of God. But the 
Devil envying the Peace of the Church, by the 
Means of an Egyptian Enchanter, (who was hin- 
dered from doing his Feate, by the Prefence of 
the Chriflians) ftirred up the Emperor againfl 
them, who grew to fuch Impiety himfelf, that 
he facrificed young Infants to his Idols, quartered 
their JBodies, divided the Entrails of young Chil- 
dren new born, and fuch like Craelties. 

This Valerian ftirred up the Eighth Perfecution 
againfl the Church of Chrift in the Year 259 j con- 
cerning which Cyprian writeth thus. * We muil 

* confefs, that this great Calamity which hath 

* wafled, for the moft Part, all our Churches, 
f and ftill daily confumes us, arifeth chiefly from 

* our own Wickednefs, while we walk not in the 

* Way of the Lord^ nor obferve his Precepts as 

* we ought; whilfl we are full of Lucre, Pride, 
^ Emulation, Diflenfion; void of Simplicity and 
^ faithful Dealing, renouncing the World in 

* Word, but not in Deed, every Man pleafing 
' himfelf, and difpleafing others ; and therefore 
^ we are thus worthily Icourged. For what Stripes 
^ da we not deferve, when the Confeffors them- 
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' felvcs da keep no Difciplinc. Concluding^ 
f Thefe Evils had not happened to the Brethren, 

* if they had joined together in Brotherly Unani* 
^mity. A little before this Perfecution began^ 

* God by a Vifion revealed it to. Cyprian, faying to 

* him^ Be quiet and of good comfort, for Peace 

* will come ; albeit, a little ftay there is for a 

* while, for that fome remain yet to be proved 

* and tryed/ In this Perfecution, Cyprian was 
condemned to have his Head cut off, who patientr 
ly and willingly fuhmitted his Neck to the Stroke 
of the Sword. 

Alfo about this Time, Sixtus^ Bifliop of Rome, 
with his fix Deacons, were accufed for being 
Chriftians -, whereupon being brought to the Place 
of Execution, they were all Beheaded. 

Laurence alfp, another of his Deacons, follow- 
ing Sixtus as he went to his Execution, com- 
plained that he might not fuffer with him, but 
that he was fecluded, as the Son from the Father. 
To whom the Bifhop anfwered, Hbat within three 
Days, he (hould follow him, bidding him, in the 
mean Time, to go home, and if he had any 
Treafures to diftribute thepi amongft the Poor. 
The Judge hearing mention of Treafures, fuppof- 
ing that Laurence had great Store in his Cuftody, 
commanded him to bring the fame to him : Lau- 
rence craved three Days Refpite, promifing then to 
declare where the Treafure. might be had. In 
the mean Time, ,he caufed a good Number of 
poor Chriftians to be gathered together, and when 
the Day of his Anfwer was come, the Perfecutor 
ftri(ftly charged him to make good his Promife^ 
But valiant Laurence, ftretching out his Arms o- 
ver the Poor faid, ^hefe are the Precious 7reafures\ 

oh 
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I9f the Church ; thefe are the T^reafures indeed^ in 
whom Chrift hath bis Manfion. But O ! What 
Tongue is able to exprefs the Fury and Madnefs 
of the Tyrant at this ! He ftamped and raved like 
one out of his Wits. His Eyes glowed like Fire, 
and his Mouth foamed like a Boar; then he cryed, 
' Kindle the Fire, make no fpare of Wood j hath 

* this Villain deluded the Emperor? away with 

* him, whip him with Scourges, jerk him with 
^ Rods, buffet him with Fifts, brain him with- 

* Clubs : Jefteth the Traytor with the Emperor ? 

* pinch him with fiery Tongs, gird him with 

* burning Plates, bring out the ftrongeft Chains 

* and Fire-Forks, and the Grate of Iron, fet it on 

* the Fire, bind the Rebel Hand and Foot ; and 
■ when the Grate is red hot, on with him, roft 

* him, broyl him, tofs him, turn him : Upon 
^ Pain of our high Difpleafure, do every Man his 

* Office/ Immediately his command was obeyed, 
and after many cruel Handlings, this meek Lamb 
was laid on a Bed of Fiery-Iron ; but fo mightily 
God wrought for his Servant, that it was not a 
Bed of confuming Pain, but of nourifhing Reft to 
Laurence. Not Laurence^ but the Emperor feem- 
cd to be tormented, the one broiling in the Flefh 
the other burning in his Heart. When this Tri- 
umphant Martyr had been prefled down with 
Fire-Forks for a great Space, in the Mighty Spirit 
of Gcd^ he fpake to the Tyrant thus : This Side 
is now roajied enough^ turn up^ thou Tyrant. 

By the conftant Confeffion of this worthy and 

* valiant Deacon, a Roman Soldier was converted to 

the fame Fait;h, and defired to be Bapzticd ; where-: 

. upon he was called before the Judge, fcourged, 

; 5*nd afterwards beheaded. 

About. 




. About the fame Time, Dimyfius^ Bifhop of 
Alexandria^ with his three D^cons, were brought 
before Emilianus^ who told them of the Clemen- 
cy of the Emperor, and therefore required them 
to facrificc to his God^. To whom Dionyjius an- 
fwered, * Divers Men worfhip divers Gods, but 

* we only that one God who is the Creator of all 

* Things, making our Prayers to him unceffantly 

* for the Health of the Emperor. "Then /aid the 

* Prefidenty Why can you not Worfhip your own 
^ Gody and ours alfo ? Dionyfius replied^ Wc Wor* 

* (hip only One God^ as we have faid. The Preji* 
' dent faid^ I fee you are ingrateful Perfons, and 

* regard not the Emperors Clemency, therefore I 

* banifh you lo Cephro in Lybia^ and charge you, 

* that you convene no more your AfTemblies, nor 

* be found out of that Place at your Peril.' And 
though Dionyfius was fick, yet would he not grant 
him one Day's Refpite, before his Departure. 

In Cephro be had a great Congregation as w?lji 
of thofe that followed him in his Banifhment, as 
of others that reforted to him out of Egypt ; yea, 
though at firft he was perfecuted there, and ftoned, 
yet afterwards a great Number of the Inhabitants 
forfook their Idols, and were converted unto God 
by his Miniilry. 

In Carthage three hundred Cbriftians being 
brought before the Prefident, were put to their 
Choice, either to offer Sacrifice, or to go into a 
Lime-Kiln, in which, with the Smoke of the 
Lime, they were fmothered. 

In another Part of Africk^ three godly Virgins 
had firft Vinegar and Gall given them to drink i 
then were they fcourged, tormented upon the Gib-^ 
bet, and rubbed with Limej then were they 

fcorched 
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fcorched upon the Fiery Grid-Iron, then caft to 
:he wild Beads, which would not touch them ; 
Jierefore, laftly, they were beheaded. 

GaltenuSy the Son of Valerian^ and his Fellow- 
Emperor, began to relent towards the Chriftians, 
and fet forth fome Edi<fls in their Favour. Not- 
withftanding which, fome there were that fuffer- 
ed in fundry Places \ amongft whom was one Mz- 
ririus^ a Nobleman, and valiant Captain in Cajarea^ 
who flood for an honourable Office, which of right 
fell to him ; but his Competitor to prevent him, 
accufed him to the Judge to be a Chriftian. Here- 
upon the Judge examined him of his Faith, and 
finding that indeed he was a Chriftian, he gave 
him three Hours to advife and deliberate with him- 
felf. Then the Biihop of the Place, finding that 
he flood doubtful in himfclf what tp do, took him 
by the Hand, and led him into the Church, and 
laid before him a Sword and a new Teftament^ 
bidding him take his free Choice, which of them 
he would have. Marinus immediately ran to the 
New Teflament, and chofe that; and fo being 
animated by the Bifliop, he prefented himfelf 
boldly before the Judge, by whofe Sentence he 
was beheaded. 

After the Death of Galienus^ there fucceded 
Claudius a quiet Emperor ; and after him, ^inti-^ 
Han his Brother 5 both which, reigning Nineteen 
Years, the Church injoyed Peace in their Time. 

After the Death of ^intilia?!^ fucceeded Au^ 
relian ; who was by nature fevere and rigorous, 
and a ftridt Puiiifher of diflblute Manners, fo that 
it grew into a Proverb, That he was a gOM Vhyji-- 
cian^ faving ihat be gave too bitter Medicines. In 
the Beginning of his Reign, he was a moderate 

and 
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and difcreet Prince, and no great Difturber of the 
Chriftians, whom he neither molefted in their Re- 
ligion, nor in their Councils. But afterwards^ 
through finifter Suggeftions of thofe which were i 
about him, his Nature being before inclinable td 
Severity, he was altered to plain Tyranny j which 
he firft (hewed in the Death of his own Sifter's 
Son, and afterwards raifed the Ninth Perfecution 
againft the Church of Chrift^ in the Year 278; 
But when he was. about to Sign a Proclamation 
or Edidt for that Perfecution, it pleafed God that a 
a. Thunderbolt fell fo near him, that all Men .- 
thought he had been Slain, and the Emperor was ] 
fo terrified thereby, that he gave over his Tyran- 
nical Purpofe, fo that he rather intended, than 
moved Perfecution. Having reigned about 'fix 
Years, he was flain. 

After whofe Death divers other Emperors fuc- 
ceeded, in whofe Time the Church had Peace for 
about the Space of forty four Years. During 
vyhich Time it did mightily Increafe and Flourifh : 
Yea, the more the Chriftians had fufFered, the 
more they were honoured 3 infomuch that fomc of 
the Emperors did Angularly favour them, prefer- 
red and made them Governors of Provinces. 

The Eifhops were alfo in great Favour with the 
Rulers and Prefidents where they lived ; fo that 
innumerable Multitudes and Congregations aflem^ 
bled together in every City, and there were great 
Concourfes of fuch as daily flocked to the pub- 
lick Places of Prayer. 

But through this great Profperity, the Chriftn 
atis, by rcafon of the Corruption of their Nahires,^ 
and the Temptations of Satan, began to degenerate, , 
•and to grow idle and delicate, Itriving and con-/ 
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* .a, 

eliding amoiig them&lvea^ upon e^tar; QccMioci*. 
i^th railing Words befpatfaeripg one aisoth^r la ^ 
bi^te^L Manner; Bifbpps ^gginft. Biihops^ ahd 
People againft People^ moving Hatred and Sedi* 
ion caeh againft dtker: Befides, curijsd Hypocriiy 
ind Diiiimulatioa increafed xnoce ^nd more ; hf 
lea&n wheteof Gqd's Judggt^nts brake fortk ar 
rainft tfacm, which faegap firil to fall tipon tthofe 
[^hriflians. \tr;hich were Solidksrs ; bqt that toiEcheii 
ha other Very little^ neither did they feek to ap- 
leaie God^s Wraths nor ta c^ll for Mercy, bul 
:&inking that they fhoiild efcape well enotighi ihtyi 
leaped Iniquities daily mc^e and nipre, one upon 
mother ; the Paftors being inflamed with mutual 
Zbntention each againA: other ; the Lord rai£bd 
ip Adbirerj&ries againft his. People,, that railed theifi 
[Churches to the Ground^ huriit ^ facred Scri^ 
;ures ip. the open Market Places, made the* Faftc^ 
y£ the phtirch to hide thennielves,. and fome. wit^ 
;reat Shame wem taken Pri£i>ners^ wd wer« 
nocked of theic Enemiev and. jput. ta opea Re- 
^oach.. 

Diodejan and Ma^miam havu)g, tnany Wars^ 
iflbciated tD ^lem&Lws two Cfi^s^j Gak^iw, 
)fghQ was^ feat inta the Eaft agit^ift the Perfians-, 
md-QmfimtiuSi who ^as ient intiQt> JBrfV^m^ where 
lie: TttsnicdHeknai theeDaug^r of Ksn^ Coel^ 
a^M^en^exeeiiifiigln Beauty, and no jiefti Eanaovis 
Gap hear Stu^s and Leami^g^ by whom he had 
Omfim^ the Great. 

iPMb Two Emperot^ haiiriiig obtained many 
Vidbries, wece ib pufFed.up with Pride, that diey 
Qi^d^bed: a ^3iemn Triumf:^ at JRo^^. Alter 
Ipir^iidir i)A0d^£m wAtdd needs be worfhipped as 
6^ %ing, that he was Brother to the Sun and 
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Moon, and adorning his Shoes with Gold and pre- 
cious' Stones, he commanded the People to Kifs 
his Feet. Then did he raife a great and grievous 
Perfecution againft the Church of God^ in the 
Year 308 : And the Feaft of Eafter drawing nigh, 
he commanded all the Churches of the Chriftians 
to be fpoiled, and caft down, and the Books of 
the holy Scriptures to be burnt, which was exe- 
cuted with all the Rigour that might be. 

Then Were cruel Edidts fent abroad for the Im- 
prifoning of the Elders and Bilhops, and conftrain- 
ing them by fundry Kinds of Torments to lacri- 
fice to th^ Idols; whereupon enfued a great Perfe- 
cution againft the Governors of the Churchy a- 
•mongft whom many of them manfully pafTed 
through exceeding bitter Torments; fome were 
itcourged all over their Bodies with Whips; fome 
with R^cks and Tearings of their Fleih, . were 
exceedingly criiciated ; and fome one way, others 
another Way were put to Death, 
■-Some were caft down on the Pavement, and 
trailed a great Space by the Legs, and the People 
made to believe that they had facrificed ; others 
avithftood them, ftoutly affirming with a loud 
Voice, that they had not facrificed •; withal faying; 
that they were Chriftians, aT>d gloried in the Pro- 
feffion of that Name. Some cried that they nei- 
ther bad, nor ever . would be Partakers of that 
Idelatry: who were buffetted on the Face and 
Mouth by the Soldiers, that they might hold 
their F^eace. But if the Saints feemed never fo 
little-to <lo what their Enemies would have them, 
they were made much of ; yet none of thefe De- 
vices prevailed againft die conftant Servants of Jg^ 
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fus ChnjI; but of the weaker Sort, through Frail- 
ty, many fell at the firft Brunt, > : 

Thefe furious Tyrants, Dioclefian in the Weft, 
and Maximian in the Eaft, raged exceedingly a- 
gainft the poor Saints of Chn'/i. But Dioclejidn'^ 
proceeded more Subtilly, firft beginning with the 
Soldiers in his Camp; to whom the Marflial of the . 
Field propofed, that they ftiould either oifFer Sacrifice, 
or leave their Places and Offices, and lay down their " 
Arms; whercunto the Chriftians refolutcly anfwer- 
ed, That they were not Only ready to lay down 
their Weapons, but to fuffer Death, if it was 
impofed upon them, rather than fo to Sin againft 
God. 

It cannot be exprefled what Number of Martyrs 
fuflfered ; what Blood was ftied through all Cities 
and Regions for the Name of Chrijl^ in this Per- 
fecution. 

In Tyre certain Chriftians were given to the 
moft cruel wild Beafts j which would- not hurt 
them. And the Lions, Bears and Leopards, which 
were kept hungry for the Purpofe, would not 
touch them. Yet did they vehemently Rage a- 
gamft thofe that brought • the Chriftians into the 
Stage, who though they ftood, as they thought, 
without their Reach, yet were they caught, and 
devoured by them. Afterwards thefe Martyrs 
were flain with the Sword, and caft into the Sea. 

The Chriftians in Mefopotamia were tormented 
divers Ways; fbme of them were hanged up by 
the Feet, and with the Smoak of a fmall Fire • 
ftrangled. So out-ragious was the Emperor in 
the Beginning of this Perfecution, that in Nico- ' 
media he flew the chiefeft Princes of his Court, 
whom a little before he prized as his own Children. 
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0fit fVAsr v^ lioi^led up Kak^^ End io heBltr 
ch^ and torn with Whips, that his |k)nes might 
Jbe ifeeii ; then they pclur^d upen him Salt ind vl- 
ijpegarj^ iscfid hMy f o|ted jlum with a ioft Fire. 
i)xmi^heus and Gorgtmiui^ Men i^f great Authority 
fKftdcr ihe Empei»f, after diver$ Tofmrents were 
Ibtatiglpd with an H^tw. Anthimus^ Biihop of 
. ^icmu^^ with divers f)t^e)rs, havijig made a 
l^od CiOQ^^Qn weriC beheaded. Yea, Serena^ 
^e Wife dlDiocl^n the EcApefXH*, was niartyr'q 
ibr her Iteiigion. Some <^ther€ were hoHod Han4 
And Foot to a ^Q^y and fp burnt. 

Alibtnftnj C^iiAians of all Agefi ^d Sorts, be- 
ing met together in a Church, to celebrate thjR^ 
Memoridi (rf Cbri^s Nativity^, M^xii^an the Em- 
fDeror fent ^ocpe to fire the Church, and burn tfaeii^ 
^ ; boi iixVt thp^ commanded a Cry^ to prockucn 
that whofoeyer would haye Life, fhou][d ^ome evA^ 
^nd ilka^e to Jupiter^ ^btJlerwife they iiiould be 
fimburnt, Then <xAe iftep^te^ up boldly^ ia the 
j^aone of ftH the reft, faid, J^ ^r^ i^// Mn-ifiiam^ 
and believe ^hat Chrift -is ^Ur mly Ood ^z»^ lCiB{[^ 
(?;?(/ te^f ^1^ Jacfifice 4o none tut bim ^ Hereupon^ 
the Fire was Jtindled, imd ftlnae Thousands of 
Men, Women aud Children were burnt in tha^ 
Place. 

In jiraiin many Martyrs ware (lab with Axes* 

in PHvygia^ the En>peror fent his Edkfts to a Ci- 

4^, leommanding them to faorifice to the Idols: 

But the Mayor, and all the Citizens profe^iod 

4shemlchcs to be Chriftiarts, whereupon the Ein- 

liperOT Txtiidt iys Army ecykon the City, and fet h 

\ Im Fire, whereby all'the Inhabitants were but^ 

tQgefhor in it. 
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Eatflatius^ en Armenian^ and fkilful in the 
Greek iTpngue, highly honoured and advanced by 
the Emperor, who had alfo executed many Chri-P* 

I^ians^ beholding the marvellous Conflancy of the 
Martyrs, privately learned the Chriftian Religioi^ 
burned exceedingly with a Defire of Marty rdom^ 
I and not ftaying for Accufers, profeflfed hknfelf ta 
t)e 2l Chriflian, execrating the Vanity and M^dpefe 
of the Heathens ; being ther^efore apprehended^ he 
I was tied up and bitterly beaten ; afterwards he was 
parcb^ with Fire put to his Bowels j then bafte4 
with Salt and Vinegar; then fcraped and bemangkd 
with fbarp cutting Sheik, that his whole Body 
&emed to be but one Wound ; yet afterwards, 
throu^ Goii Goodnefs, it was reilored sigain 
Wlioje, And laiUy he was bumedt 
• •' A whole Legion of Chriftian Soldiers, that lay 
at Thebes in Egypt ^ under their Chriftian Colonel 
Mauritius^ becaui^ they refufed to j&pnfice to 
Idols, were £rft tithed over by the Emperors 
Command, once, and again, and afterwards^ by 
the Exportation di Mauritius^ they died altogether 
^^nftgnt Martyrs. 

The Perfecution raged nqt only in Afia and 
Afrifa^ but alfo in Itf^ly^ Vrmoe^ Spain^ and 
Other Countries, in all which an innumerable Comr 
pany of Chriftians were m^tyred by fundry Kinds 
of Death. Ip ^revers were fo many Cnriftiaas 
ilain, that their Blood ran like Brooks* and difco* 
loured great Rivers. 

At Coikn alfo,^ and iii IShetia many were raarf^^ 
t^d; yea, this Perfecution extended into, our 
^ritain^ where all the Chriftians yrere put to 
IDeath. 
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In Thehaidey they hanged up Women naked by 
one of their Feet, the rdft of their Body hanging 
downwards, with many other Sorts of Puniftiments 
moft cruel to be thought of. Some were bound to 
the Boughs of Trees, and had their Members torn" 
*afunder ; others were mangled with Axes; fomc 
had their Hands, Ears, and Feet cut off; others 
were fcorched, broiled upon Coals, yet not to 
Death ; but had the Torment renewed every Day. 

In Nicomedia^ a Chriftian pulling down, and 
tearing the Emperor's Edift, was ftript and beaten 
till the Bones appeared, and then walhed in Salt 
and Vinegar, under which Torments he died. 
Yet notwithftanding the Horriblenefs of thefeTor- 
tures, the Chriftian Martyrs were fo far from being 
difmayed, that they were confirmed and ftrength- 
ricd thereby; merrily and joyfully undergoing 
whatfoever was inflifted upon them. And in tlrc 
cruel Perfecution in Thebaide^ although the Swords, 
of the Perfecutors were blunted with great SLiugh- 
ter of the Chriftians, and they fat down with Wea* 
rinefs to reft them, whilft others took their Places; 
yet ftill the Chriftians fliewed their Willingnefs tb 
fuffer, and with Courage and Joy received Sentence 
of Death, and to the laft' Galp, fang Pfalms and 
Hymns of Praife to their adorable Saviour. 

Damafus and others witnefs, that there were j 
flain in thirty Days, feventeen Thoufand Pcrfons, 
befide^ a greal Number that were condemned to 
the Metal-mines and Qjjarri^s, with the like Cru- 
elty. 

. In Alexandria were flain with Axes three Hun- 
dred 5 at Collen three Hundred. Mauritius with 
Bis Chriftian Legion, being fix Thoufand, fix Hun- 
dred 
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dred, fixty-fix, whofe Story, dcfcrving perpetually 
to be remembered, is this : 

Maximian fent for this Mauritius with his Legi- 
on of T^beban Soldiers, under a Pretence of employ- 
ing them againft his Enemies. When they came 
to Rome^ MarcelluSy the blefled Bifliops laboured to 
confirm them in the Truth, to whom they promifed 
Perfeverance in the Faith unto the Death. Then 
they followed the Imperial Army into France^ and 
when they were come thither, Maximian offered Sa- 
crifice to the Devils, and called all his Soldiers to the 
fame, ftriftly charging them to fight againft their 
Enemies, and againft the Chriftians which were 
Enemies to his Gods. Thefe Chriftian Thebans re- 
folved rather to die, than to facrifice or bear Arms 
againft the Chriftians, wherewith the Tyrant being 
enraged, commanded every tenth Man of the Le- 
gion to be put to the Sword; hereupon they ft rove 
who ftiould fubmit their Necks to the Stroke. 
Mauritius encouraged them greatly hereunto, and 
being called before the Emperor, he faid^ * We, 
O Emperor, your Soldiers, and yet the Servants 
of Gody owe thee Service of War, but to him In- 
nocency ; of thee we receive Wages, but of him 
Life ; therefore we cannot obey thee to deny God 
pur Lord and yours alfo. W^J oflfer here our 
Hands againft any other Enemies, but to defile 
our Hand with the Blood of Innocents, we may 
not. We have engaged our Faith to God^ we 
cannot be true t© you, if we break Covenant with 
him. We fee our Brethren and Fellows in Arms, 
cruelly put to the S\vord, which we rejoyce in, 
that they have been counted worthy to, fufFer for 
Chriji's Sake. Behold here-.vye caftdown. ouir 
* Weapons, and had rather Be killed, than to kil^ 
' '^ * " * and 
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* and to die GuiWefs than to liw OiiJlty. Wc atfe 

* ready to fufFer what mor? you fhajl appoint, yea 
•'both Fire, Sword, or any other Torments. Wd 

* confefs ourfelves to be ChriftianSj we cannot per- 

* fecute Chriftians, nor fecrifice to youf dcvilliih 

* Idols/ The Emperorbcing hi^ly incenfed yridt 
diis Anfwcr, commanded the fecond Time the 
tenth Man to be flain, wlyich being accompliflied, 
when the Chriftian Soldiers would not yet eonde-* 
fcend to his Mind* he fet upon them with his whole 
Hofl:, both of Foot and Horfe, charging them to 
kill them ajl ; the Chriftians made no RefiftancCj 
but throwing down their Arms, offered their 
naked Necks to the Perfecutors, and fo were all 

fliain. 

When Dioclefian and Maximian^ notwithftand* 
all the Slaughter which they made, faw the Nmn- 
ber of Chriftians rather incrcafed than diminiihed^ 
fo that they were out of all Hope of utterly root- 
ing them out, and haviijg now even their fill of 
Blood, they ceafed at laft of their own Accord fromt 
putting any more Chriftians to Death. Having 
reigned toother about one and twenty Years, DU 
pcMan diverted himfelf of the Imperial Dignity, 
ana lived a nrivate ]Lrife,. and the like did Ma^imian 
ailb, refignujg the Empire to Galerius Maximimts^ 
and Conjlantius. 

Maximinus. was of a cmd Nature, a great En- 
chanter, vicippa in his^ Life, and a great Ene- 
my tp the Chriffians, and therefore continued the 
Perfecution of them, yet at length was revoked 
from hia Cruelty by thefeft Judgment p£ God ^ 
on him ; for he was IttOTcnfy taken with an hpr- 
fiblp and filthy JDifode, which firft begaw pul- 
ivarc^y in hisFlcfti ; an^thenr proceeded more in- 
wardly : 
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wardly: His privy Members putrilied with & 
botchy corrupt toil, and a Fijiula^ confutningi 
and eating iip his Entrails, whence fwarmcd forth 
an innumerable Ccinpany ' of Lice, With ftich a 
peftiferous Stink, that no Man could abidfe hiiti. He 
being alfo very Grofs, his Fat putrified, and ftank 
intolerably ; and becaafe his Fhyjicians^ tould not 
abide the Stink, he commanded them to be flain. 
Others (rf them, becaule they Could ntot cure his 
inairable Difeafe, he put to cruel Deaths. 

At laft being told that his Difeafe came from 
G^i/, he beg^n to bethink himfelf of all the Cruel- 
ty which he had fhewed to the Saints, cohfefled 
his Offences to Gody and gave Cbmmand that the 
Pcrfecution againft the Chriftiatis fhould ceafej 
requiring his Officers likewife to reedifie theif 
Temples, and requeftcd them to Pray to theif 
Qod for him. 

This Edidt much comforted and refreflied the 
ChriftianSj who thereupon gathered together in 
fevery City^ called their Synods and Ccuncik^ yea^ 
the Infidels themfelves Extolled and Magnified 
the trae GUid of the Chriftians. 

JBut this Tyrant Maximim fcarce fuffered this 
Peace to continue fix Months together, but again 
he forbad the Chriftians to meet, and privately ftu:- 
red up the Athenians to Petition hihi, that none 
of them might be fuffered to live in their City^ 
Alfo a Conjurer in Athens fnade an Image of ^i/- 
piter^ which uttered thefe Words, Jupiter em^ 
mandetb the Chrifiians to he banijhed out of this 
City and Suburbs^ becaUfe they are Enemiei tb him. 
Alfo certain Harlots were fuborned to iay, that 
they formerly were Chriftians, and privy to the 
Wicked and kfcivious Afts which they exeicifed 
amongft themfelves, upon Sabbath Days, and 

F x5wcc^- 
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th^feupOA Xhe Emperpf epmrnanded, that they 
fkoi}14 put the^n to Death by aU Means pofliblei 
Th^» 414 th9 Pcrfecutioq gifow as great as cv^r ix 
vras, 9p4 the Governors of every Province fell up- 
on the ChrinianS;^ |:)ai)}(hing foine, apd putting 
Qtbers to Death. 

This wiekeid Tyrant in his Edi<3: had ho^ftcd 
Qf the Pjeniy and Pyofperity of all Things in the 
Tipw of hifi Pcrfecuting of the Saints j but Go4 to 
confute hiaij prefently fent grci^t Drought, Famioe 
9^.4 Pcftilence, befides the Wars with the ^/irme- 
ni(im. \ by which Calamitiesj^ the People were mi- 
fPf^bly wail;c4« 

Eteath fQ reigned in every Family, that twQ or 
ihre^ d$a4 B^diea w?re carried put of one ^Houf^ 
iPgeth^f. 9ut notwi.tliiknding that theie Mifcre-* 
ftRt^.h^d been fo cruel to the Chrifti^ns, y^t th^fe 
were very diligent and charitable to them in aU 
their i)xtfeinitkf , t^av^Uing every D^y, fpmq in 
fsyriRg th? Siql^j foa>e \\i burying the Dead 3 otherj 
G^lle4 the Multitude together, which werQ rea4]{ 
tQ f^.fBiih, ^nd di$rihu^4 Bread unto then), whe^e^ 
by they occafioncd th^m to glorify the Gvd oif dw 
ChriftiaHf, and confeiied tb^m tQ b^ the true Wor- 
flttpper^ pf G(^, asi appeared by their Wprfes ^ ^vA 
hereby the ^.e^r^ wro^ht wonderfully for thfl P«a« 

f>f hjs Church,, fw after h^ had correiS^d thewii 
he %%d^^^ fiiewed the^ Merey, , 

Conftantm fuceed^ his. Fathej;^ and he tpgothff 
wi^b LMinitis ij^t forth Sdi^* in i»voiy; of th^ 
Chri^au?^ Ye* MLaximne CQntiove4 hi» P^rfe 
.^t^Qft in the J^aft, wheFcwpoq Ca^^nim^ Xi^ 
l^m wrot9 tp hi^ to fevoiff th^ ChififtiaDS, w4 
%f^ fi»dipg th^ hp WftR tpQ We^ tp wcoiiftt^^ 

^i$»^ f«n$ fof th h^ £4i<^]te tj» ()it^ tl»e ?«rft^^) 
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yet afterwards he picked hew Qiiarrelfc with them,' 
md began to perfecute them again ; whereapori 
Licinius weht againft him^ aftd overthrew hitn in 
a Battb. Then did Maximi'ne kill many of hia 
Enchanters and Cobjurers that had encouraged him, 
and promifcd him Viftory. 

Shortly after the Lotd ftriking him with a grie^ 
rous Difeafe, he glorified the God of the Chriftians, 

I and made a Law for the Safetv and Prelervation of 
them ; yet not long after by tne vehemency of his 
Difeafe, he ended his Life. 
\ In this Perfecution many Other eminent Chri-* 
f ftians fuftered Martyrdom, belides thofe before 
; aamed^ 

I GaleriHs in his Time invaded Antiocb^ intend- 
ing t6 jR>fce all Chriftians to renounce Cby-ifl^ at 
what Time they were alfembled together. Where- 
upon one Romams ran to them, declaring, That 
the Wolves were at Hand, which would devour 
them J yet he eihorted thfcm not to fear, by Rea- 
fon of the Peril. And through Gid's Grace, the 
Chriftians were fcreatly encouraged by him, &i that 
dd Men and MatrortSj Fathers, Motherly j young 
Men and Maidens were all of one Mind, being 
Willing to Aed their Blood in defence of their Pro-^ 
Mion. A Band of drmed Men were fent againft 
them, which were not able to wreft the StadfF of 
fiith out of their Hand$. Whereupon they fent 
Word to their Captain, That they could not force 
Che Chriftims to deny their Faith, by Rej^on^ .of 
RomoffttSy who did fo mightily encourage than. 
The Captain commanded, that he &ould b6 
brought Defore him, Which Wa$ done accordingly^ 
' What (faith the Captain) aft thcw the Aufhor of 
^ this Seditionf Art tfaoii the Cmfo thtt ib loany 

F 2 lofc 
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? tefe Acir Lives ? By the Gods I fWear, t}io|i 

* (halt anfwer for them all, and (halt fufFer thofc 
f Torments thou encotiragcft them to undergo.' 
Romanus anfwcred, * Thy Sentence, O Enaperon 

* 1 willingly embrace ; I refufe not to be facrificed 
f for my Brethren/ The Captain being much in- 
raged with this flout Anfwei , comnianded him to j 
be trufled up, and his Bowels drawn out ; where-: 
bpon the Executioners faid, ■ Not fo, Sir, thi? 

* Man is of Noble Pa^rentage; and therefore he 
' may not be put to fo igpoblp a Peath. Scourge 
^ him then f quoth the Captain) with Whip§, having 

* Knobs of Lead at the End$/ But Romanus fung 
Pfalms all the Time of his Whipping, requiring 
them not to favour him for Nobihty's Sake. * Not 

^ the Blood of Progenitors (laith he) but the Chri- j 
? llian Profeflion makes me Noble/ Then did he 
carneftly inveigh againft the Captain, and derided 
their Idol Gods. But thi§ further enraged the Ty- 
rant ; fo that he commanded his Sides to be lanced 
with Knives till the Bones were laid open : Yet flill 
did the holy Martyr Preach the Living GoJ^ and 
the Lord Jefus Chrifl to him. Upon which, the 
Tyrant commanded them to ftrike out his Teeth^ 
that his Speech migln be hinckrcd, Alfo his Face 
ivas buffeted, his Lyp-lids tofn \vi.h their Nails, his 
Cheeks gafhed with Knives, and the bkin of bis* 
Beard pulled ofi by little and little. Yet the meek 
Martyr, faid, * I thank thee, O Ci;ptain, that thoa 

* 'hvift opened to nre fo many Mouths ii§ \A oundSi 
\ ^hereby 1 mi.y Prerxfe my Lci^d «.nd Saviour 
.1 Jejus Lbrifi. Look how many Wounds I have, 

* io many Mouths I have, lauding and praifing 

* God.^ The Captain aftonifhed at his Conftancvi 
.bad them give over tormenting him 5 yet threatncd 
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to burn him, reviled him, and blafphemed GoJ^ 
^yi"g> * Thy crucified Chrijl is but a Yefterday's 

* Gody the Gods of the Gentiles are of greateft An- 

* tiquity/ But Roptanus took Occafion from hence 
to deplare to him the Eternity of Chriji ; withal 
faying, ' Give me a Chriftian Child of fcvea Years 

* old, and thou fhalt hear what he will fay/ Here- 
ppon ^ Boy was called out of the Multitude, to 
whom Romanus faid, * Tell me, my pretty Babe, 
- whether thou tjiink it Reafon, That we worfliip 

* Cbriji^ and in Chrijl one Father i or elfe. That 

* we worftiip infinite Gods ? The Child anfwcred^ 
^ That, certainly what we affirm to be God^ muft 
' needs be One. And in as much as this One is 

* Chrijl^ of Necefiity Cbriji muft be the true God^ 

* For that there be many Gods, we Children can- 

* not believe/ The Captain amazed at this, faid, 

* Thou young Villain and Traytor, where, and of 

* whom learnedft thou this Leffon ? Of my Mo-? 

* thcr, faid he, with whofe Milk I fucked in this 

* I^iTon, That I muft believe in Chrijl: The 
Mother was called, and ihe gladly appearing, the 
Tyrant commanded the Child to be fcourgcd. TJie 
Slanders by beholding this mer^ilcfs a5, could 
not refrain from Tears. The joyful Mother alone, 
:n:ood by with dry Cheeks ; yea, jQie rebuked her 
Son, for defiring a Cup of cold Water, charging 
him to thirft after the Cup that the Babes of Beth- 
khem once drunk of. She willed him to remem- 
bey little 7/<3ftfr, whq willingly proffered his Neck 
to his Father's Sword. TJieadid the cruel Tormen- 
tor pull off the Skin, Hair and all, froxn the 
Croven of the Child's Head. The Mother crying^ 
^ Suffer my Child ; anon, thou fhalt pafs to hin^ 
< that will adorn thy Head, with a Crown of Eter-: 
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^ flial Gldiy. Tlius the Mother counfelleth ftnd 
encourstgcth ; the Child is incouraged, and recciv-^ 
eth the Stripes with a fmiling Countenance. The 
Captaift feeing the Child invincible, and himfelf 
vanquifhed, command* him to be caft into thi 
ftinking Prifort, whilft the Torments of Rmanm 
were renewed and increafed. Then Was Rdfnanus 
brought forth again, to receive new Stripes upon 
his old Sores, the Flc(h being torn, and the bare 
Bones appeariftg; yet the cruel Tyrant, raging 
like a Mad-Man, quarrelled with the Tormentors 
for dealing fo mildly with him, commanding them 
to cut, prick and pounce him ; and then he pafled 
Sentence upon him, togethet with the Child, to 
be burned to Death. To whom Romams Aiid, 

• 1 appeal from this unjuft Sentence of thine, to 

• the Righteous Throne of Chriji, that upright 
' Judge } not becaufe I fear thy cruel Torments, 

• and mercilefs Handling, but that thy Judgments 
^ may be known to be cruel and bloody. 

When they came to the Place of ExecuticHi^ 
the Tormentors required the Child of his Mother; 
for (he had carried it in her Arms from the Prifon. 
She kifling it. delivered it to them 5 and as the 
Executioner wa$ ftriking off hi« Head, (he faid, 
Parewel my pxevt Child, and fang Part of a Hymn 
in J5^5-///& thus r 

AH laud and Pfdift\ *with Hvart and Voice ^ 
Lord "We yield to the r 

Uto ^bomtbe Death of alt thy Saints^ 
We kmm mofl dear to be. 

The Child's Head being cut off, the Mothsf 
wrapt it in her Garment, laid it to her Breaft, ttA 
to departed. Then was Romanus daft into a 
njigbty Firt, which being quenched with a great 

Storm 
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Storm of Rain, the Tyrant conjmartded hifj 
Tongue to be cut out, and afterwards caufed him 
to be ftrangled in the Prifon. 

Gordius^ a Centurion in Ccffarea, in the Heat of 
this Perfecution, left his Charge, living a folitary 
Life in a Wildcrnefs for a long Time ; at laft, 
whcii a folen^n Feaft was celebrated to Mars in 
th^t City, and Multitudes of People were affwmb- 
led in the Theatre, to fee the Gamce j he came, 
and got up into a confpicuous Place, and with a 
loud Voice faid, Beboldy I am jQund of tbofi 'wbicb 
fgugbt me wt. The Multitude hereupon looked 
about to fee who it was that fpake this^ and Qqt-^ 
dius being known, he was immediately brought 
before the Sheriff, and being aiked, who, and 
what he wa$, and why he came thither? He 
told hiox the whole Truth, profeffing. That he 
believed in Cbrifi^ valued not their Threatnings, 
and cbofe this as a fit Time to manifeft Ws Pro-^ 
feiiion in. Then did the Sheriff call for Scourges, 
Gibbets, and all Manner of Torments. Ta 
whom Gordius anfwered, That it would he a Lo& 
and Damage to him^ if he did not fuffbr divera 
Torments and Puniihments for Cbrifi and hia 
Caufe, The Sheriff more incenfed hereby, com^ 
xoanded all thofe Torments to be infliiSed on him : 
With which Gordius could not be overcome^ Wt 
fang, I'h^ JUrd is my belper, J will not few lubat 
J^n eau dfi unta me ; and J wiUfear w Evil^ b^ 
^ufi^ thw horA dst imtb im. Then did be blame 
the T^rnoeotors for favouring him } provoking 
them to do thdr utmoft. Tnc SherijBr luot pre^ 
vailing that Way^^, fought by Flattery toieduce hiro^ 
procnifing him Pjtcferment, Riches, Trcaiiu-eSji 

. . dtus 



K 



I 



[48] 

iius defpifed his Proffers, faying, ^ That he lobk- 

* ed for greater Preferment in Heaven, than he 

* could give him here Upon Earth/ Then was 
he condemned, aftd had out of the City tx) be \ 
burnt. Multitudes followed him, and fomc kif- 
fing him, with Tears entreated him to pTity hrm- 
felf • to whom he anfwcred, ^ Weep not, I pray 

* you for me, bilt for the Enemies of Ood^ which 

* fight againft the Chriftians : Weep, I fay, for 

* theni which prepare i, Fire for iis, purchafing. 

* Hell-Fife thereby for themfelves in the Day of 

* vengeattce: And ceafe, I pray you, thus to mo- 

* left liiy quiet arid fettled Mind. For truly, for 

* the Name of Chriji I ain ready to fufFer a thou- 

* fand Deaths.' Others perfuaded him to deny 
Chriji with his Mouth and to keep' his Confcience' 
to himfelf. My Tongue [faith he) which by Gois 

* Goodnefs I have, cannot be brought to deny the 

* Author and Giver of the fame : for with the 

* Heart we believe unto Righteoufnefs, and with 

* the Tongue we confefs unto Salvation.' And 
thus perfiiadirig and encouraging the People to be 
willing to die in the like Caufe, with "an unappallcd 
Couritenance, he willingly gave himfelf to be 
burnt. 

Alfo Menas an Egyptian^ and a Soldier by Pro- 
fcffion, in this Perfecution, forfook all, and went 
into a Defart, where he gave himfelf to Fafting,- 
Prayer, Meditation, and Reading of the Scrip- 
tures. At laft returning into the City of Cotis; 
when the People were at their Paftimes, he with 
a loud Voice proclaimed himfelf to be a Chriftiian ; 
and thereupon was carried before the Prefidcnt, and 
being demanded of his Faith, he faid, * It is con- 
^. venieot that I coa£ef$.<?.9i in whom ie* Light, aAd 

* no 
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no D^rknefs ; for with the Heart \?e beliVvc to 
Righteoufnefs, and wich the Mouth Confcffion is 
made to Salvation. Then was he pincfjed and 
excruciated with fundry Torments : But Uaid he) 
there is nothing in my Mind, that can be com- 
pared to the Kingdom of Heaven j neither is all 
the World, if it were weighed in a Balance, 
comparable to the Price of one Soul. And fur ^ 
ther jaid^ Who can fcparate us from the Love 
of Chriji f Can Tribulation, or Anguifli ? And 
again y I have learned of my Lord Cbriji, not to 
fear them that can kill the Body, and have no 
Power to kill the Soul/ Having endured mani- 
fold Torments, he received the Sentence of 
Death, and at the Place of Execution, he faid, 
I give thee Thanks, my Lord God^ which haft 
accepted me to be a Partaker of thy precious 
Death, and haft not fufiered me to be devoured 
of my fierce Enemies, but haft made nie con- 
ft^nt in thy true Faith unto the End/ And fo 
he loft his Head, but found a Crown. 

BafiJ relates. That tlie Emperor's Offiter brought 
the Edid: again ft the Chriftians to a Place to te 
publiftied, and privily fuborned fome to detedl 
and accuie the Chriitians: He alfo caufed the 
Sword, Gibbet, Wheel, and Whips to be brought 
forth 5 at the Sight thereof, the Hearts of all the 
Beholders did fliake and tremble : Some for fear 
£ed, others ftood in doubt what to do; fbme again 
for fear denied their Faith, others fuiFercd cruel 
Torments, but at laft vanquifhed by the intole- 
rable Pain, they made Shipwrack of their Confci- 
ences, and loft the Glory of their Confeffion. 

Amongft others. Forty young Gentlemen that 
were Soldiers, freely and bpldly confeflcd them* 

G ' • • felvcs 
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fclvcs to be Chrlftians, declaring to the MarfhaV 
their Names, who amazed at this their Boldnefs, 
ftood in doubt what to do. He aflayed with fak 
Words and . Flatteries to win them, perfuading 
them to confider their Youth, and not to change 
a pleafant Life, for a painful and untimely Death; 
promifing them Honour, Money, and what not 
But they boldly anfwered, * That they neither 
' defired, Money, Honour, nor Life, but only 
' the Ccleftial Kindom of Chrifl ; for the Love of 

* which they were ready to endure the Wheel, 
' Crofs, Fire^ and all Things/ The Marihal being 
much offended herewith, devifed ^ new Tor- 
ment : For fpying a Pond in the Street that did 
lie open to the Northern Wind, it being in the 
cold Winter Time, he caufed them to be put into 
it all Night 3 but they being merry, comforted 
one another as they put off their Cloaths, laying, 
' We put not off now our Cloaths, but our old 

* Man, corrupt with the Deceit of Concupifcente; 

* for which, we blefs and praifc God. For by 

* Mean's of the Serpent we once put on the old 

* Man, but by the Means of Jefus Chn'/i we now 

* ^put him off/ And being brought naked to the 
Place, wherd they felt the vehement Cold, they 
were put into the Pond, fo that all their Members 
were flark and ftiff with it : As foon as it was Day, 
they, having Breath yet remaining in them, were 
brought to the Fire, wherein they were confumed 
into Afhes, which Afhes were thrown into the 
Flood. 

He alfo maketh mention of one Baarlam^ who 
having endured all Sorts of Tortures to the Point 
of Death, was then by the Tormentors laid upon 
the Altar, and they put Fire and Frankincenfe in 

his 
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his Hahdj hoping, That the Burning of Fire 
ivould have forced him to fcatter the Incenfc upon 
the Altar, and fo to have facrificed. * . But his 
Hand, enduring the Fire, remained fteady ; the 
Mirtyr in the mean Time, finging, Bkfjkd be the. 
Lord my God, niohich teacheth my Hands to Fight. . 
Vincentius^ z Spaniard, by DacianuSy the Pre- 
fident, was fir ft laid upon the Rack, till all the 
Joynts of his Body cracked ; then were all his 
Members llafhed and indented with deadly Wounds ; 
then they miferably fcratched all his Body with 
Iron Combs, filed very Sharp : They laid his 
Body, being all out of Joynt upon an Iron Grate, 
opened it with Iron Hooks, feared it with Fiery 
Plates, and then befprinkled it with hot burning 
Salt. Laftly, they drew him, and caft him into 
a vile Dungeon, the Floor whereof was thick 
fpread with the (harpeft Shells, his Feet were faft 
locked in the Stocks, and fo left him without all 
worldly Comfort. But the Lord his God was with 
him, the holy Spirit of God, whofe Office it is to 
comfort the Afflicted, filled his Heart with Joy 
unipeakable : So that he there ended his Life with 
much Comfort. 

In Portugal^ a noble Virgin named Eulalia^ 
not much above twelve Years old, had Profifers oif 
great Marriages made unto her : But ftie, feeing 
the ftirious Rage of this Pcrfecution, had a great 
Mind to join herfelf to the Number of the Mar- 
tyrs.; for which End fhe poured out her Heart in 
Prayer to God for Strength and Faith to enable her 
thereunto : But her godly Parents, fearing that her 
ready Mind to die for Chrifi's Caufe, might make, 
her guilty of her own Death, they kept her clofe 
at their Country-Houfe, a great Way from the 
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City. There ihe lived quietly for a while ; but 
at laft, dotefting to make fuch delay;, {he ftole out 
of her Father's Houfe in the Night, and travelled 
all alone through By-way^ with much Difficulty 
and Wcarinefb towards the City; t^hither flic 
came in the Morning, and going before the Judge, 
fhe with a loud Voice faid, * I pray y-ou what a 

* Shame is it. for you thus wickedly to kill Men's 

* Souls and to break their Bodies in Pifeces, to com- 
' pel thetn .to deny the Omnipotent God? Would 

* you know what I am ? I am a Chriftian, and 

* an Enemy to your Devilifh Sacrifices 5 I fpum 

* your Idols under my Feet, I confefs G^ Omni- 

* potent with my Heart and Mouth. Burn, cut . 
*andmangk tliefc my Earthly Members; thou 

* maycft- eaiily break a brittle Sabftai^cc, bat thou 
*'Caiifl not hurt my inward Mind by any Thing 

* thou canft do* TBr . "J^ge inr^gid hetewitk^ 
^faid to 'the Hangman^ Take her and p^U ^hcr oiil 

* by the Hair of her Head to TDrmeftts, let faer 

* feci the Power of ogr Dods^ and kYtow wihat we 

* can dov But yet, O fturdy Giri, I Would fob 

* have thee, before thou dicft, to revoke thy 
' Wickcdnefs : Remember the Honourable Hou&y 
' of wHch tbon art come, and thy Briehds Tears : 

* Wik . thou knll thy fclf in. the Flow^ cf thy 

* Youth, fo near honourable Marriages? Behokl 

* here the Engines prepared for thy Dea^ 5 either 
' thou flialt be beheaded with the Sword, tCH^n* wA 
■ Wild Bcafts, or confomed with Hre m Aihcs, 

* Yet this, thou may eft efcape if thou wilt. What 
' great Matter is it for thee, with thy Fingers to 

* put a Ifttle Incenfe into the Cenfers ? yet the»by 
*.thou fhalt be delivered.' 
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. To tWs Eulaiia anfwered no4 but fpurned abroad 
the heap of Incenfe. Whereupon, without forther 
delay, the Hangmen, with both their Strengths, 
puUed out her Joyats, fcratched her wiih :the 
Talons of wild fieaits to the Bones ^ flie finging and 
praifing God^ in the mean Time^ ' ^ying, * Behold, 

* OLord^ I wall not forget thee !' What a Pleafurc 

* is it' for them, Q. Qhnjt^ that:remember thy Tri- 

* umphant Viftoriesi to attain to thde high Digni- 
^ tics!' Thereupon they gored. l^cr. mangled Body 
with tlioJron Orate, terribly harrowed her Fle{b, 
and burned her Breafts. with ifkming Torches; thcn^ 
fetting Fire to her long Hair, wliich covered her 
naked Body, when it came to. htr Face, fhe open- 
ed iser Mouth, and iiicked in the Flame, audio 
peaceably llept in the Lord,. 

6s\&>Jignes^ 2, ycHing Virgin, being accufed for 
a Chriftian, was hrou^t before the judge, who 
firft labowrcd by Flatteries, then; by threatriiog' 
her with cruel Torments, to draw her to the JDi- 
nial of her Faith : But fhe being fbrengthncd by 
Cbtiji^ tdd him, * That fh? feaored not his T£)r- 

* ments, which Ihc was willing to imdergo, yea^ 
' and Death itfelf for Chri/fs Sake. If (faid the. 

* Judg«3 ^ be fo.eafy with thee to: undergo Tor- 

* meni3^ yet I know. that thou. frizeft thy Virgi*' 

* xiity^ Therefia-e it is fully dcternunBd, that ex- 
^"cept thou iacrifice to the Gods, thouihalt be put 
iato the Common Stews.' Hereupom many. Youths 
flock'd together, cravings that \jSgnesmi^X he ex-^ 
po&d as a Prey to there filthy JLulls ; to whom 
fhe faid, ' Cbrifi is not foFget£il zof .dioie that are 
' hisj neither will he leave roe dcftijtutcof his Help, 
* nor fuffer my.Chaftity to be defiled by yoq. You 
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^ fhall willingly bathe your Swords in my Blood, 

* but you {hall not defile my Body. 

Then the Judge commanded, diat (he ftxould be 
fet naked at the Corner of a Street ; whereupon 
the Multitude forrowed, and were aftiamed to fee 
fo (hamelefs a Sight, turning away their Faces, 
and fo departed. But one amongft die Reft, look- 
ing upon her in a fhamelefs Manner, behold a 
Flame of Fire, like a Flafti of Lightning, ftrack 
out both his Eyes, and he, falling down wallow- 
ed in the Kennel, whereupon Agnes fung Praifes 
unto God. The cruel Tyrant enraged hereby, 
commanded the Executioner to draw out his 
Sword, and difpatch her. She feeing a fturdy Sol- 
dier coming towards her with a naked Sword, 
rejoiced, faying, * This, O this is he that I love, 
^ I will make haft to meet him, and no longer 

* protraft my longing Defires ; I will willingly re- 

* ceive the Length of his Sword into my Breaft. 

* O Eternal Father, vouchfafe to open the Gates of 

* Heaven to my Soul that feeketh thee.' And 
fo kneeling down, and praying unto CAr/^, the 
Executioner with his bloody Hand, finifhed her 
Hope. 

Baftl^ in one of his Orations, relates a Story of 
one Julitta^ from whom one of the Emperors 
Officers took all her Goods, Lands, and Servants, 
contrary to all Equity ; whereupon ftie complained 
to the judges, and a Day of Hearing was appointed^ 
where the fpoiled Woman lamentably declared hei? 
Caufe. But the wicked Villain that had robbed her, 
laid, * That her A6lion was of no Force, for fhe 

* was an Outlaw, for not obfcrving the Emperor's 

* Gods J and that fhe was a Chriftian. His Alle- 
.gation was allowed. Incenfe was prepared for her 

to 
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to offer to the GoJs; which if ihc refufcd, fhe fhould 
neither have Protedtion, nor Benefit of the Empe- 
ror's Laws, nor continue her Life. . She hearing 
this, in the mighty Strength of God, faid, * Farcwel 

* Riches, welcome Poverty, farewel Life, welcome 

* Death. All that I have, were it a thoufand 

* Times more, would I lofe, rather than fpeak one 

* wicked Word againft God my Creator. I yield 

* thee moft hearty Thanks, O my God, for this 

* Gift of Grace ; that I can contemn and defpiie 

* this firail tranfitory World, eftceming the Profef- 

* &on of Cbrtfty alx)ve all Treafures/ And thence- 
forth when any Qoeftion was propofed to her, her 
Aofwer was, / am the Servant of Jefus Chriji. 
Her Kindred and Friends earneftly foUicited her to 
change her Mind, but fhe conftantly refiifed, with 
Deteftation of their Idolatry. Then did the cruel 
Judge condemn her to be burnt, fo {he addrcfled 
herfelf to the Flames, in Countenance, Gefture, 
and Word, decliaring the Joy of her Heart, cou- 
pled with Angular Conftancy ; and fo embracing 
the Fire, flic fweetly flept in the Lord. 

The Life of St. yohn Baptift. 

THE Birth of St. "John Baptift was foretold 
by an Angel fent on Purpofe to deliver this 
joyful Meflage, when his Mother Elizabeth was 
barren, and both his Parents wellftricken in Tears. 
His Father Zachary (who was doubtful in this 
Matter) had the Aflurance of it confirmed to him 
by a miraculous Dumbnefs till it was made good. 

Befides, 
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T2cfidc?, it was prcditf^cd by tlic Angel, that maml 
fi^uld rejoice at kis Birih. That he (hould be): 
great in the Sight cf the Lcrdy and fhould neither |r 
drink Wine nor ftiong Drink ; that be Jbouhi k 
Jilled ivitb the Holy G hefty e^ccnfrfim bis Mother i 
WbnA ; that he ihould convert many of the ^^^j 
and prepare the Way of the Lardy and confc- 
qucntly be the Forerunner of our Saviour^ isd die 
^greatell of all the Prophets ; which accordiogly 
was fo : For he prepared the Way foi our Sain- f 
cur's Receptbn; proclaiming to the Je^cs the Ap- 
proach of the Mejfins ; that he whom they bad 
lb long expe&ed was nigh at Hand, and that fais 
Kingdom was ready to appear ; and that thercfere 
they Ihculd do well to break off tlicir Sins by Kc- ;. 
pentance, and by Refonnation of Life fit themielves 
to receive the glad Ticiings of the G^JpeL 

This Forerunner of our Saiiozw was foretold by 
the Prophet Jfciahy who calls him, The Vm£t 
cfbim that crieth in the IVildernefSy prepare ye tk 
Way of the Lord, and makejirait in the Defert i 
Way jor c//rGod: And byJWtfZfff/>/, who ftylo 
him, l!he Mefjengery that 'uas to prepare the Waj 
of the Lord : And farther defcribes him under tlx 
Charafter of EVlahy the Prophet ^ that ^ivas to turn 
the Hearts of the Children to their Fathers, 

Through a Mifunderftanding of this laft, it 
was the general Pcrfuafion of that Age, as it hd 
been all along the prevailing Notion among |he 
yewSy that Elias fhould come in his own PerJoD 
to prepare the Way for the Mefjias. The Bapi^ 
being queflion'd in this Point, denied himielf to 
be that very Rlias who had lived in the Time 
of King Abab. But this no Ways contradids on 
Saviour's affirming him to be the Perfon foretold 
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under die Name and Qiara£ter of Eh'as -, becauie 
the BMttft was fo like Elias in Temper, Office,' 
and otner Circumftances, that the Kefemblani^ 
might be a fufficient Ground for calling him by 
that Name. The Bufinefs of both was to pro- 
mote a general Reformation of Manners among 
thofe who fhould receive their Doftrine. They 
were both eminent Prophets, fuperior to thofe of. 
the feme Charadter in their own Age. Both of 
fingular Abflinence and Auflerity, retired firom the 
World, and diflinguifhed from the Fafhions of it 
by a particular Habit. They were both courage- 
ous and zealous in oppofing the prevailing Cor- , 
niptions of their own Times, though the Great 
and the Powerful were the Suppbrters of them^ 
All this plainly prove that the Baptijl came in th<i^ 
Spirit and Power of Elias. And John himfelf by 
reluming Anfwer to that Demand, Who he was ? 
That he was the Voice crying in the Wildernefs^ 
pfm>heiied of by Efaias^ did in EffecSl, and by ne- 
ceflary Confequence, affirm himfelf to be Malacbfs 
Elias^ though not that E/ias they crroneoufly ex- 
pefted J becaufe that Prophecy of Efaias was ac- 
knowledged to point at the fame Perfon with the 
other in Malacbi. 

. After the Baptift had providentially efcapcd the 
iij Executioners of Herod in the Slaughter of Beth^ 
:il khem in his Childhood, he retired early in the 
K' DefirtSf where he led a folitary Life 5 his rfabit . 
\uras a rough Garment made of Camels Hair and a 
katbem Girdle ; his Food was thofe Loctiftsy which 
are counted clean Meat in Scripture (and were 
common Food not only in the Eafiern and Southern.^ 
rl Parts, but even in Palejiine itfelf :) And wild ; 
^ney (concdved to be fuch as the Bees had flored . 
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Up in hollow Tre^s or Caverns^ and ordinary Pro- 
vifion to be found in the Woods.) 

As to the Manner of his being called to his 
Office, it is faid, that the Word of God cavie to 
him \ which Phrafc, implies, that the Prophetick 
Spirit was communicated to him to qualify him 
for an extraordinary Preacher to the People. The 
Spirit of Prophecy feemed to be ceafed among the 
^ewSy fince the Death of Malachi ; but it was 
now revived in John the Baptiji^ and was to be 
continued by the great Prophet and his Apoftlcs. 

His refolute preaching, joined with the Seve- 
rity of his Life, drew to him many Hearers 3 and 
great was the Number of his Profely tes, who were 
baptized of him^ confejfing their Sins. His firft 
Preaching was in the Wildernefs of Judaa^ the 
Towns and Cities that were about the Place of 
his Education : And from thence he made Con- 
verts round about Jordan^ the River whereof flip- 
plied him with a Convcniency of baptizing the . 
great Number of his Followers. 

In his Preaching he impartially condemned the 
Vices of all Ranks and Orders of Men^ and prefs*d 
upon them the Duties of their particular Places and 
Relations. 

He had the great Honour to baptize his Saviour; 
which though he modeftly declined, yet our Lord 
enjoined it, and it was accompanied with a mira- 
culous Attejiation from Heaven : Upon which x^c- 
count he was called the Baptift. His Baptifm was 
called the Baptifm of Repentance ; becaufe it was 
the firft time Baptifm was made ufe of to fhadow 
out Repentance and Remiflion of Sins ; and that 
was the main Qualification required of thofe that 
became his Difciples, and the fittcft to difpofe them 
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to receive our Saviour ^ and to entitle them to that 
Pardon of Sin, which the Gofpel ' brought along 
with it. 

He ingenioufly declared to the Jew$^ who had 
fixed their Minds upon him, as if he were the pro- 
mifcd MeJJiab^ that he was not the Chriji^ and that 
there was one to come after him, the hatchet of 
whofe Shoes he was not worthy to unloofe. And he 
perfifted in his Teftimony until his Death 5 the 
Truth of which he was better qualified to atteft, 
in that it was revealed to him by God after a more 
efpecial Manner. 

But JohrC% Difciples were unwilling to acknow- 
ledge ytfus for the MeJJtas^ becaufe diey thought 
he eclipfed the Glory of their Maftcr. They be- 
lieved John the Baptift to be a Prophet^ and that 
be came from Gad^, yet they could not digeft the 
Teftimony of Chrift, becaufe that fet him above 
tTieir Matter 3 which appeared by the Complaint 
they made, He that was with thee beyond Jordan, 
to whom thou iareft witnefsy behold the fame bap-, 
tizethj and all Men come to him. Therefore St/ 
Jobi^ when he was in Prifon, fent his Difci- 
ples to enquire whether our Saviour was he that 
ftiould come, or whether they ftiould look for- 
another. This Meflage he fent for the Convidtion 
of his Difciples j that when he was cut off" they 
might not be ftiaken in their Belief of Chrift, bat 
adhere and cleave faft to him. ^ 

After this holy Man had lain fome Time in Pri- 
fon, he was at laft beheaded bv the Command of 
Herod:i who was provok'd by his Freedom in re- 
proving him for his Adultery and Inceft; that 
Prince keeping Herodias his Brother Philip's Wife. 
Berodj tho* he feared the Multitude, that counted 
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yo}>n a Prophet, yet he was prevsdled upon to put 
nim to Death, by the Arts and Intrigues of Hero-- 
dias^ whofc Daughter danrcing before him upon his 
Birth-day, pleafed him fo extremely, that he pro- 
mifed to give her what flie ihould afk, and con* . 
firmted it with an Oath. And (he, being inftrutled 
by her Mother, demanded the Head of John the 
Baptift 5 which Herod upon pretence of Reverence 
to his Oath, ordered to be given her, though 
with fome Regret. For he Teems to have had 
fome Reverence for St. John's Charafter, efteeming . 
him ajuft and holy Pcrfon, and heard him gladly. 
Add to this, that he was uncertain how the Pea- 

ie would refent it, fince they counted John a 

Vophet. 

We are affured by Jofephus^ that he was a Pat* 
tern of all Virtue ; and that he continually preffecj 
his Countrymen the Jews to the Pradlice of Jufticc 
towards Men, and Piety towards God*^ that he ex- 
horted them to receive his Baptijm 5 afluring them 
it wxjuld be yrell pleafing to Gody if they not only 
renounced their Sins, but to the Purity of the Bo* 
dy added that of the Soul. And fuch was their 
Opinion of his Sah<9:ity, that they attributed the 
Overthrow of that Army, Herod fent againft his 
Father- in-law Aretas (who fell out with him about 
the Divorce of his Daughter, effefted in order to 
tsiktHerodias his Brother's Wife) to the juft Judg- ! 
ment of Gody as a Puniihment for putting John 
the Baptiji to Death.' 
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The Life of St. Stephen. 

I QJ AINT Stephen was the firft Martyr that fuf, 
I J^ i^tA for Chrijf% Sake, after his Afceafion 
I into Heaven. He was a "Jew ; as he owns in his 
1 Apology to the People, but whether born at ^eru-^ 
t faUm^ or amongft the difperfed in the Gentile Pro- 

I- vinces, is impoffible to determine. Antiquity 
reckons him, and that probably enough, among 
the feventy Difciples : And indeed his admirable 
Knowledge in the Chriftian Dodrine, and his fin* 
gular Ability in proving Jefus to be the MeJJias^ ac 
gue him to have been trained up under our Savi'» 
- . our^s immediate Inftitutions for fome confiderable 
'Time. ^ 

The Scriptures defcribe him as a Man full of 
Faith and the Holy Ghoft j which implies, that he 
£ ]bad great Zeal and Piety, and that he was en^ 
^ dowed with extraordinary Meafures of that Divine 
Spirit that was lately {hed upon the Church, and 
thereby peculiarly qualified for the Office of a Dea«. 
con, which he exercifed in the Church. This,^ 
Q£Eice was to fuperintend the Neceflities of the 
Poor ; to make daily Provifion for their Publick 
! Feaib ; and to keep and diftribute the Treafurc of 
die Church ^ that {o the Apojiles might have more 
Leifure to attend thofe Affairs, that were morQ 
immediately ferviceable to the Souls of Men. But 
I (his was not all ; for ih^ ferving T^ables^ mentioned 
ASis 6. implied alfo the Attendance at the Table 
of the Lora!s Supper ; for in thefe Days their Aga-^ 
fae or Love-Feafts (where Rich and Poor fat down 
together) where at the fame Time with the boh 
Eucharift^ and both adminiftered every Day ; to 
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that the Miniftration of a Deacon refpedled both 
the one and the other. Befides they were allowed 
to preach and baptize, as is plain by Philip the 
Deacon who did both. ! 

There were at Jerufalem^ many Synagogues 
eftablifhed for expounding the Law, and for Pray- 
er. In fome Apartments joining to thefe, were 
Schools or Colleges for the Inftrudion of Youth ; 
which being built by Je^ws^ who were Foreigners, 
were called after the Name of their Countries. Se- 
veral of the Members of thofe Synagogues oppofed 
and difputed with Stephen : But notwithftanding 
their Subtilty a^nd Learning, they were not aile to 
rejift the Wifdom and the Spirit by which he /pake. 

Being baffled in this Attempt, they fuborned 
Men of profligate Confciences to undermine hira 
by falfc Accufations ; that fo he might fall a Sa- 
crifice to their Spight and Malice, and that by the 
Hand of publick Juftice. Thefe depofed againft 
him, that they had heard him /peak hlajphemoui 
Wcrds again ji Mofes, a7td againjl God. That he 
fhould threaten the Ruin of the Temple, and the 
Abolition of the Mofaick Rites-, and blalphe- 
moufly affirm, that Jefus of Nazareth fhould take 
away that Religion, which had been eftablifhed by 
Mofes y and by God himfclf. 

Suint Stephen in his Defence, faid. That if they 
looked back to their Forefather Abraham^ they- 
would.find that God chofe him to be a Father of 
the Faithful, when he lived among Idolatrous Na- 
tions ; . and that he ferved God acceptably without 
thofe external Rites, they laid fo great Strefsupon. 
And when he entred into Covenant w^ith him, he 
made ufe of no Ceremony, but that of Circumci" 
fiQn\2x\iL that without any othef fixed Rite but 
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is, the fucceeding Patriarchs worfhipped God^ 
r feveral Ages, till the Time of Mojes, who was 
>pointed by God to condudt them out of the 
loufe of Bondage ; who had foretold, that God 
Dould raife up to them a Prophet like unto him^ and 
hat they jhould hear him. That when their Fathers 
apfed into Idolatry^ God commanded Mofes to fet 
ip a Tabernacle^ as a Place of publick Worfhip ; 
yhich after fome Years gave place to a ftanding 
Temple, defigned by Davidj but built by Solomon ; 
yhich though ftately, was not abfolutcly neceflary, 
Tom the Nature of that infinite Being they wor- 
hipped. And that therefore there could not be 
hat Neceffity for thofe Mofaick Rites they pre- 
:ended ; efpecially fincc they were defigned to laft 
!mt for a Time ; but that it was their refradlory 
Humour, as it had been their Anceftors, to rejiji 
the Holy Ghoji^ and to perfecute and flay thofe 
Frophets^ that foretold the coming of the Mejjias^ 
^he Holy One ; of whom they had been the Betray- 
ers and Murtheres, without any regard to that Law • 
le came to fulfil. 

The Judges at this, expreffed all Signs of Rage 
ind Fury, their Confciences being ftung with the 
Truths he delivered ; which prevented the Applica- 
ion he defigned to make. However, regardlcfs of 
Jieir Refcntment, he fixed his Eyes and Thoughts 
ipon Heaven, and faw the Glory ^God, ^W Jefus 
landing at the Right Hand of God ; the affirming 
^f which made his Adverfaries now take it for 
granted that he was a Blafpbemer ; and thereupon 
refolve his Death without any further Procefs. Im- 
taediately therefore they ran upon him^ and hurried 
him out of the City, and ftoned him. The Witnefifcs, 
jWhofe Hands were to be firft upon him, putting 
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bfT (according to Cuftom) their upper Garments, 
laid them down at Saul's Feet, while the holy 
Saint was upon his Knees, recomoiending his Soul 
to God^ and praying for his Murderers, that the 
Guilt of his Death might not be laid to their 
Charge ; and in this Manner copying the Exam- 
ple of his blefled Mafter Jefus Cbriji, be fell 
ajleep. 

In like Manner if we will diftinguifli ourfelves 
to be the Difciplcs of the blefled J ejus ^ we muft 
love our Enemies^ blefs them that curfe us, pray 
for them that defpitefoUy ufe us and perfecutc us ; 
a Perfedion of Charity peculiar to the Gofpel Inili- 
tution. The miraculous Converfion of St. Paul^ 
was a Proof of the Efficacy of St. Stepheri% dying 
Prayers. His Body was carried by devout Men to 
be buried ; who, from a Senfe of the Lofs of io 
pious and good a Man, made great Lamentation 
for him. 

The Life of St. yames the Great. 

SAINT James ^ furnamed the Great ^ either 
bccaufe of his Age, being much Elder thisui 
the other St. James ; or for feme peculiar Ho- 
nours and Favours of our Lord conferred upon 
bim, he being one of the three Difciples whpni 
our Saviour admitted to the more intimate Tranf- 
aftions of his Life, from which the others were 
excluded. He had the Honour of being related 
to our Saviour^ by his Mother Mary^ furnamed ' 
Salome^ Sifter to Mary the Mother of our Lord* 

Not- 
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Not her own Sifter properly {o called (the bleffcd 
Virgin being in all Likelihood an only Daughter) 
but Coufin German, ftyled her Sifter according tb 
the Cuftom of the Jewsy who were wont to call 
all ftich near Relations, Brothers and Sifters. 
' Before he was called to the Apoftolatc, he was 
one of Simon Peter's Partners in the Trade of Fifli- 
ing, and Son to Zebedee of the fame Profeffion, 
who kept many Servants for that Employment j 
which ipeaks him a Man of coniiderable Note that 
Way. We fee that GocTs Bleffing ufually meets 
Men in the Way of an honeft Diligence ; we 
E>ught not therefore to contemn Men of the mea- 
Deft Employment, that are honeft and induftrious; 
jlpecially when it is remembered, that our Lord 
feimfelf, as is intimated in Scripture^ and ailerted 
generally by the Ancient Writers of the Church, 
worked at the Trade of a Carpenter, during the 
Retirement of his private Life. 

It was from the mean Trade of Fifhing that our 
Saviour called feveral to be Apoftles. And this was 
:he Cafe of St. James. Our Saviour paffing by 
the Sea of Galilee faw him and his Brother John in 
heir Ship, mending their Nets, and called them 
X) be his Difciples ; which they chearfuUy com- 
plied with. 

He furmmed them both Boanerges, that is, 
Sms of Thunder : Some think upon account of 
their rouzing the fleepy World witn the Vehemen*- 
zy of their Preaching ; as Thunder, which is cal- 
led Godt^ Voice, powerfully fliakes the natural 
World. Or if it relates to the Doctrines they de- 
livered, it may fignify their teaching the great 
Vfyfteries of the Gofpel in a profounder Strain 
han the reft. Probably the ExprefSon may de- 
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note no more, than that in general they were to 
be eminent Minifters under the Gofpel-Difpen-t 
iation, which is called a Voice Jljaki?jg the Hea^ 
vens and the Earthy and fo anfwers the native 
Importance of the Word jfignifying an Earthquake^ 
or a vehement Commotion that makes a Noife like 
Thunder: Or there might be fomething in the 
Temper of thefe Apoftles that might give occafion 
to this Title ^ the Inltance of their defiriiig our 1 
Saviour^ that they might pray down Fire from 
Keaven, as Elias did, upon the inhofpitablc iSj- 
maritanSy that refufed to receive him. Becaufe he 
feemed to flight Mount Gerizim^ the folemn Place 
of their Worfhip ; his Face being as though be 
^ouldgo to Jerufalem. Which different I'laces of 
W'Oruiip had created an inveterate Quarrel between 
the Jiews and Samaritans ; and laid the Founda-- 
tipn of that Feud between them, which in procefs 
of Time grew fo great, that they would not fo 
much as (hew common Civility to one another. 

However pur Saviour refented the warm Zeal 
of thefe A|)oftles 3 and feverely rebuked the Fierce- 
nefs of their Temper as contrary to the Nature of 
the Gofpel Inftitutlon, and his Defign of coming 
into the World; which was to fave Men's Lives, 
by cflabli(hing a Religion, that not only confuhs 
their -eternal Salvation, but their temporal Peace" 
and Security : As he alfo correded their Ambi- 
tion in prompting their Mother Salome to petition 
for the principal Places of Honour next his Per- 
fon ; by making them ftnfible of the Rafhnefs of 
their Demand ; and that in his Kingdom, the 
higheft Place would be to take the gi eateft Pains, 
,and to undergo the heavieft Troubles and Suffer- 
ijig j and that as for any Dignity, it was to be dif- ; 
ll pofed 



pofed of to th ofey^r whcm it was prepared hy bis 
Father. So likewife he calm'd the Paflions of the 
reft of the Diiciples, offended at this Requeft, by 
inftrading them in the Nature of his Kingdom, 
and (hewing them how different it was from that 
of worldly Potentates ; that in his Service Humi- 

Ility was the Way to Honour -, and that he, who 
took moft Pains, and did moft Good, would be 
(the greatefl Perfon ; and that his own Example 
was a Pattern of it, who came into the World 
not to be ferved himfelf, but to ferve others; even 
at the Expence of his own Life, 

The SpaniJJjWrkcvs contend that after St. James^ 
had preached the Gofpel in Judaa and Samaria^ 
he planted Chriftianity in Spain. But of this there 
is no fare Account ; therefore it is fafeft to con- 
fine his Miniftry to Judaa and the Parts there- 
aboftts. Herod being defirous upon his Entrance 
into the Government, to pleafe the People, caufed 
St. James to be apprehended at Jerufalemy and then 
commanded that he fhould be beheaded. And fo 
he became x}[\tjirji Apoflle that laid down his I^ife 
for the Teftimony of Jefus. As he was led to the 
Place of his Martyrdom, his Accufer, being en- 
lightened by the Courage and Conftancy of St. 
James, (hewed at his Trial, repented of what he 
had done, .and falling at the Apoftle's Feet, hear- 
tily begged his Pardon for what he had teftified 
againft him. The holy Man, raifed him up, and 
embracing him, faid. Peace be to thee. Whereupon 
he piiblickly profefTed himfelf a ChriftiaUj and was 
beheaded at the fame Time. 
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The Life of St. Andrew. 

TH E Apoflle St. Anderw was born at Beth^ 
faiday a City of Galilee^ ftanding upon the 
Banks of the Lake of Gennefareth. He was Son 
to Jonas^ a Fifhcrman of that Town, and Brother 
to oimon Peter. He was awakened to expedt the 
Mejftas^ by being a Difciplc of John the Baptift^ 
who trained up his Profeiytes under the Difcipline 
of Repentance, which prepared them to entertain 
the Doftrine of the MeJJias y whofe approach he 
told them was near at Hand, reprefentmg to them 
the Dignity of his Perfon, and the Importance of 
the Defign be was to come upon. 

Saint Andrew being with "John the Baptift one 
Day, as Jefus paffed by, and hearing him lay, 
that he was the Lamb ofGoA^ that taketh awaftbe 
Sins of the IVorld^ he followed our Saviour upon 
this Teftimony, to the Place of .his Abode ; hear- 
ing his Inftruddons, and improving his Faith by 
conferring with him. The firft EfFeft of his Faith 
in the MeJJias was, that he went to his Brother 
Simon^ and imparted to him the joyful News, that 
he had found the Dejire of the Worldy and their 
long expedled Happinefs, the Chrijl^ who waS 
promifed by the Prophets ; and carried him im- 
mediately to fefus \ where after a fhort Stay they 
returned again to their own Houfes, and exerciicd 
their Calling. About a Year afterwards, when he 
was fully convinced of the Greatnefs and Divinity 
of our Saviour's Perfon, by a miraculous Draught 
of Filhes, taken at his Dire^ion ; our Saviour 
commanded him, with his Brother Peter, to fol- 
low him, defigning to make them Fifhers of Men i 

who 
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who accordingly lefc all, and conibntly attended 
our Saviour's Perfon, and was afterwards called by 
him to the Ofice and Honour of the Apoftolate. 

(It is generally affirmed by the Ancients) the 
Apoftles agreed among themielves, (probably not 
ivithout the fpecial Guidance and Direction of the 
Holy Gbofi) what Parts of the World they fhould 
feverally take. In this Divifion St. Andrew had 
Scythia^ and the neighbouring Countries, allotted 
liirn for his Province. After this blefTed Apoftlc 
bad planted the Gofpel in feverai Places, and by 
his indefatigable Laoours had converted many to 
the Faith, he came at lafl to Patron in Acbaia^ 
where by laying down his Life, he confirmed the 
Truths he had taught. For by endeavouring to 
convert Mgeas the Proconful oi Acbaiay and to 
preferve his new Converts from Atoftafy^ whom 
the Gtovernour ftrove to reduce by an Arts to their 
old Idolatry, he enraged ih^ Proconful againfl him; 
who commaaded him to be fcourged, and then to 
be cmcified ; and that his Death might be more 
lingring, he was faftened to the Crofs^ not with 
Nails, but with CorJs. 

As he was led to Execution, he fhewed a chear- 
fiil and compofed Mind, and being come within. 
Sight of the Crofs, he faluted it with this kind 
/Iddrefs : That he had long expeSled and defired that 
happy Hour ; that the Crofs bad been confecrated by 
hearing the Body of Chriji ; that be came joyful and 
yiumpbing to it, that it might receive bim as a Dif 
iple and Follower of him, who once bung upon it, and 
'e the Means to carry himfafe to bis Majler, having 
een the Injirument upon which his Majler did redeem 
im. Having prayed and [exhorted the People to 
^onftancy and Perfcverance in their Religion, he 

was 
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was faften'd to the Crofs whereon he huftg twc 
Dijrs, teaching and inftrufting the People all thatl 
time; and when great Importunities were ufcdl 
with the Proconful to fpare his Lite, he earneftiyH 
begged of our Lord Jcfus^ that he might at that p 
Time depart, and feal the Truth of his Religion j"- 
with his Blood, which accordingly happened. His 
Body being taken down from the Crofs, was em- 
balmed, and decently and honourably interred byj 
Maximillay a Lady of great Quality and Eftatc*] 
Afterwards it was removed to Con-lantinopk by 
Conflantine the Great^ and buried in the great] 
Church, which he had built to the Honour of] 
the Apoftles. 

The Life of St. T'homas. • 

SAINT Thomas the Apoftlc, who was alibi 
called Didymus^ was a Jew^ and probably at 
Galilean', and it is very likely, that he was a Fi{h*= 
erman ; for when St. Peter^ after our Saviour'i 
Refurreftion, thought fit to return to his former 
Profeflion of Fiftiing, to relieve his prefent Ne-- 
ctliitits, Thomas bore him Company. 

After he was called to be an Apoftle, he gave 
great Proof of his Willingnefs to adhere to our 
Saviour. For when the reft of the Apoftles dif- 
fuaded our Saviour from returning into yudad 
(whither he was refolved to go for the railing his 
t dear Friend Lazarus, lately dead) left the yrws 

fliould ftone him, as they had before attempted/ 
St. Thomas defired them not to hinder ChriJ's 
Journey thither, though it might coft their Lives. 

Let 
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Let ui alfogOy that we may die with hiniy faith he. 
' When our Saviour^ a little before his cruel SuJ\ 
^ Jerings^ fpoke to his Difciples of the Joys of 

* Heaveriy and of his going to prepare a Place for 

* them, Thomas profcflcd that he knew not whi-r 

* ther he went, much lefs the Way that led to it. 

* But our Saviour treating the Slownefs of his Un- 

* dcrftanding wiih Mildnefs and Gentlenefs, in 

a thort, but fati$tad:ory Anfwer, told him, that he 

was the true and Having Way^ the Perfon whom the 

Father had fcnt into the World to fhew Men by 

his DoSlrine and Example^ the Paths of eternal 

Life; and that they could not mifs of Heaven, 

if they did but keep to that Way, which he had 

prefcribed. Teaching us thereby, that where the 

Mind is rightly difpofed, and the j^ffeSlions bent 

towards Heaven^ we ought to bear with the Hea- 

vinefs cf the Underftanding, and to endeavour with 

Gentlenefs and Patience to inftil that Knowledge, 

which is neceflary to make Devotion perfect ; and 

that the doing that fVill of God^ which we know, is 

the beft Qualification to attain greater Degrees of 

Knowledge; fince we are aflured by our Saviour, 

If any Man will do bis IV ill ^ he Jhall know of the 

'Do^rine^ whether it be of God, 

St. Thomas was exceeding doubtful of our 
Saviour's Refurredlion ; and required the Tefti- 
mony of his own Senfes in Proof thereof. Tho' 
the reft of the Apoftles affured him they had really 
feen their Mafter alive again, yet he profeiTed, ex- 
c^^lhejhouldfee in his Hands the Print of the Nails^ 
and tbruji his Hand into his Side^ he would not be- 
lieve. Our Saviour compaffionating his Weakneis, 
and willing to fatisfy the Doubts and Scruples of 
fincere^ ihS ignorant Men, appe;u*ed to his Diiciples 

a^ain. 
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again, when St. iTfomas was with them, and gavt 
him the Satisfaftion he defired. He being quickly 
convinced of his Error, acknowledged him to be 
his very Lord and Mafter, a Go J omnipotent ; thui 
able to refcue himfelf from the Powers of Death, 
Our Lor J Jefus to this Profeflion of St. Thomait 
Faith replied, that he did well to believe upon this 
Teftimony of his Senfcs; but that it was a more 
noble and commendable Afl of Faith, to acquiefce 
in a rational Evidence^ and to entertain the Doc- 
trines and Relations of the Gofpel upon fuch Aflur- 
ance of the truth of Things, as are fit to fatisfy a 
wife and fober Man, though he did not fee them 
with his own Eyes. 

The Province allotted to St. Thomas for the Ex- 
crcife of his Apq/hlical Office was Parthia ; he pub- 
lifhed the glad Tidings of Salvation to the Medes^ 
Perfians^ Carmanions^ Hyrcaniy and Badfriam, 
Some of the Ancients relate how he met with the 
Magii to whofe Country they belonged, who 
brought Prefents to our new-born Saviour ; that 
he baptized feveral of them, and made ufe of them 
as his Afliilants in propagating the Go/pel^ that he 
pafled through the Afian Mthiopia^ and at laft 
came to the Indies. The Chriftians which inhal»t' 
the more foutherly Part of the great Promontoiy, 
whofe Bafe lyes between the Oudets of the Indm 
and Ganges^ are called the Chriftians of St. T^homas^ 
becaufe fuppofed to be converted by his Preaching. 
Having converted many to the Faith of ytjui 
GbriH in India^ and among the reft the Prince of 
the Country, the Brachmans perceiving this would 
ipoil their Trade, refolved to put a Stop to his Pro- 
ofs, and fo confpircd his Death. One Day 
when the Apoftlc was retired without the City <rf 

Mah^wr 
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Mahpur for his private Devotions, they aflaulted 
bim with armed Men; firft loading him with Darts 
and Stones, and then one run him through with a 
Lance. His Body was buried by his Difciples in 
a Church which he had lately caufed to be built in 
the forementibned City. 

The Life of St. Philip. 

THE Apoftle St. Fhilip was bom at Beth^ 
Jill da ^ in Galilee^ a Town near the Sea of 
Tiberias. The Natives of this Place pafled under 
a very reproachful Character, as a People more 
rude and unpoliftied than any other in the Territo- 
ries of Palejiine. But our Saviour chofe his Dif- 
ciples, the great Inftruments to convert the World, 
from this Place, to confound the Wifdom of the 
Wife ; and by the Succefs of fuch contemptible 
Means, to atteft the Divinity of that Doiftrine they 
preached. 

St. Philip probably was a Fifherman, the general 
Trade of the Place of his Birth. He had the Ho- 
nour of being firft called a Difciple of our bleffed 
Saviour ; becaufe tho* our Saviour after his Return 
fh)m the Wildernefs, firft met with St. Andrew and 
his Brother Peter ^ and had fome Converfation with 
tliem, yet they immediately returned to their 
Trade ; and the next Day as he was paffing thro* 
Galilee^ he found Philips whom he comm^ded 
to follow him; (the conftant Form he ufcd in 
chufing his Difciples,) and it was not till a whole 
Year after, that tnc other two were called to be 
Difciples. 

K St. 
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St. Philip readily complied with cnir Lcrd% 
Corijmand, and immediately engaged in his Ser- 
vice, though he had not feen any Miracle. But it 
is reafonable to believe, that he was acquainted 
with AJofes and th« Prophets, and that he was 
awakened with the general Expectation, then 
among the Jews^ that the Mefjias would imme- 
diately appear. Befidcs, we are to fuppofe the 
Divine Grace did particularly accompany the Com- 
mand of Chrijl^ and difpoie thofe that he called, 
to believe him to be the Mejjias, The fiift E£- 
fc<9: of his Faith in the Me/JiaSy was, A Forward- 
nefs of Mind to direft others in the fame Way 
of Happinefs with himfelf ; for he finds Natba* 
niel (who is with great probability thought to have 
been Bartholomew) a Perfon of Note and Emi- 
nence, and acquaints him with the welcome News 
of his Difcovery, that he had found him, of whom 
Mofes and tlie Prophets did write, the Anointed of 
6ody the Saviour of the World, and condudts him 
to him. / 

We read of this Apoftle, that to try his Faith, 
our Saviour propounded to him that Queftion^ 
What they fhould do to procure fo much Bread as' 
would feed the vaft Multitude that followed him ? 
That it was to him the Gentile Frofelytes addreffed 
themfclves, when defirous to fee our Saviour, of 
whom they had heard {o great a Fame. And that 
it was with him our Lord had the Difcourfe con- 
cerning himfelf before the laft Pafchal Supper; 
wherein he gently rebukes him for the fmall Im- 
provement he had made, after having attended fo 
long upon his Inftrudions. 

The Upper Afia fell to the Care of this Apoftle, 
where he took great Pains in planting the Gofpe!, 

•j.i\d 
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and by his Preaching and Miracles made many Con- 
verts. In the latter end of his Life he came to 
Hierapclis in Fhrygia^ a City rich and populous, 
and very much addifted to Idolatry, and particu- 
larly to the Worfhip of a Serpent or Dragon of a 
prodigious Eignefs. St. Philip by his Prayers pro- 
cured his Death, or at leaft the Vanilhing of this 
famous Serpent, and then by his Difcourfes made 
them fenfible how unbecoming it was to give di- 
vine Honours to fueh odious Creatures. 

He fuffered Martyrdom at this City of ///>r^z- 
polis ; the Magiftrates whereof, being provoked by 
the Succefs of Chriftianity, found among the Peo- 
ple, put St. Philip into Prifon, and caufed him to 
be feverely whipped and fcourged, and then led to 
Execution ; where be was, as fome fay, hanged 
up by the Neck againft a Pillar ; though others 
affirm he was crucified. 

The Life of St. yames the Lefs. 

SAINT James (called the Lefs) is in Scripture 
ftyled the Brother of our Lord : And by Jo-^ 
fifhusy eminently fkilful in Matters of Genealogy, 
he is exprefsly called the Brother of Jefus Chri/L 
The ancient Fathers, especially of the Greek 
Church, make St. James and them that were ftyled 
Brethren of our Lord^ Children of Jojeph by a 
former Wife: And then, as he was reputed and 
called our Saviours Father,, fo ihey might well be 
accounted and called his Brethren. 

This St. James was ftyled the Lefs, as it is 
thought from the Stiiture of his Body, to diftin- 

K 2 ^v\\?v\ 
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guifh him from the other St. "James^ either bccaufc 
he was of greater Height and Bulk ; or of greater 
Age. But he got himfelf a more honourable 
Name by the Piety and Virtue of his Life, which 
was St. ^ames the Juft, by which he is ftill known 
all over the World. 

St. ^Jerome relates out of the Hebrew Gofpel of 
the Nazarenes, that St. James had folemnly I'worn, 
I'hat from the Time be bad drank of tbe Cup^ at 
the InJlitutio7i of tbe Sacrament, be would eat Bread 
no more till be faw tbe Lord rifen from tbe Dead. 
That our Lord when he appeared to him faid, 
Bri77g hither Bread and a "Table ; and he took tht 
Bread and blefj'edj and brake it^ and gave it to James 
the Jufty and faid unto him, my Brother^ eat thj 
Breads for the Son of Man is rifen from among 
them that fleep. 

After our Saviour's Afcenfion, he was chofcn 
Bifhop of Jerufalem. St. Paul after his Conver- 
fion made his Addrefs to this Apoftle, by whom 
he was honoured with the Right-hand of Fellow- 
fhip. To him St. Peter fent the News of his mi- 
raculous Deliverance out of Prifon ; GoJJ:ew tbefe 
Things u7ito James and to tbe Brethren \ that is, to 
the whole Church, cfpecially St. fa7neSy the Biflbfcp 
and Paftor of it. He appeared principally adtive 
at the Synod of Jerufalemy in the great Controvcr- 
fy concerning the Obligation of the Jewijb Rites 
and Ceremonies ; for though the Cafe was open*d 
by St. Peter, and debated by St, Paul^ yet the 
final and decretory Sentence was pronounced by 
St. James. 

He was of a meek and humble Temper. The 
Dignity of his Station, and his Relation to our Sa- 
viour, did not exalt him in his own Thoughts : Foe 

in 
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in the Infcription of his Epiftlc, he only ftylcs him- 
iclf. Servant of the Lord Jefus. His Temperance 
was admirable; he wholly abftained from Flcfli; 
lie drank neither Wine nor ftrong Drink, nor ever 
ufed the Bath -, he was fo very abftemious, that 
his Body was covered with Palenefs through Fail- 
ing. Prayer was his conftant Bafincfs and Delight, 
and by his daily Devotions, his Knees were be- 
jcome as hard and brawny as a Camels. And bjr 
Jiis Prayers in a great Drought he obtained Raio. 
He governed the Church with Wifdom and Ap- 
plication, and fhewed great Charity to his Ene- 
mies by praying for them at the Hour of his 
Death. He was not only reverenced by the Chri- 
ftians, but honoured even by the Jews for his ex- 
cellent Virtues. 

St. P^«/ having efcaped the Malice of the 
JewSy by appealing to Cajar, his Enemies rcfolv- 
cd to revenge it upon St. James j but not being 
able to accomplifli it under Feftus'% Government, 
they more effedually attempted it under the Pro- 
curatorfhip of jilbinus his Succeflbr : When jina^ 
nus the younger, then High Prieft, and of the Scft 
of the Sadducees^ mercilefs and implacable in his 
Temper, refolved to difpatch him before the new 
Governour could arrive. To this end the Council 
was fummoned, and the Apoftle, with fome others, 
were accufcd for tranfgreffing the Law, and for 
Blafphemy againft God. 

The Scribes and Pharifees by flattering Speeches 
endeavoured to engage him, at the Confluence of 
^cPafcbal Solemnity, to undeceive the People 
concerning Jefus, whom they looked upon as the 
Mifji^h 3 and that he might be the better heard, to 
go with them to the Top of the Temple, thinking 
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by this Method to brii.g him to renounce Chrifi. 
They addrefled to him as he was placed upon the 
Pinnacle of the Temple, in thefe Words, Tell us ^ 
Ojuft Ma?iy what we are to believe concerning Je- 
fus Chrift, who was crucified? He anfwered with 
a loud Voice, Why do you enquire of Jeliis the Son 
of* Man ? He fits in Heaven on the right Hand of 
the Majeft, on highy and will come again in the 
Clouds of Heaven. Upon which the People glori- 
fied the bleffed jefuSy and proclaimed Hofanna to 
theSonofDdyld. Upon this Diiappointment of 
the Scribes and PhartJeeSy they fuddenly cried out^, 
that Juftus himfelf was feduced, and threw him 
down from the Place where he flood ; and being 
very much bruifcd, tho'not killed, he recovered 
fo much Strength as to get upon his Knees, and 
pray for them that thus cruelly ufcd him ; and 
while he was thus praying for them, they loaded 
him with a Shower of Stones, till one with a 
Fuller's Club beat out his Brains. He died ac- 
cording to Epiphanius^ in the Ninety-fixth Year 
of his Age, about Twenty- four Years after Chri/i's 
Afcenfion. 

yofepkus reckons his Death as what more im- 
mediately alarmed the Divine Vengeance, anJ 
haftened the univerfal Ruin and Dcftrudion of the 
Jewijh Nation. He wrote one Epiftle, addrefled 
to the JewiJJo Converts difpcrfed and fcattered 
' abroad j to fortify them againl^ all thofe Tempta- 
tions, whereby the I'urity of their Faith might be 
endangered, and to fecure their Patience and Char 
rity, and all other Chriftian Practices, hereby en- 
couraging them to faithful Ptrfevcrance. 

The 
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The Life of St. Bartholomew. 

SAINT Bartholomew was one of the twelve 
Apoftles. But he being no f rther taken 
notice of, than the bare mention of his Name, ma- 
ny both anciently and of latter times have Ibppofed 
that he lay concealed under the Name of Natha-' 
niely one of the firft Difciples that came to Cbrifl. 
The Reafon of this Conjedure is, bccaufe as St. 
"John never mentions Bartholomew in the Number 
of the Apoftks ; fo the other three Evangelifts ne- 
ver take Notice of Nathaniel: And as in St. John, 
Philip and Nathaniel are joined together in their 
coming to Chri/l, fo in the reft of the Evangelifts 
Philip and Bartholomew are conftantly put toge- 
ther ; and afterwards we find them joint Compa- 
mons in the Writings of the Church. What 
renders this Matter ftill more probable 3 Natba^ 
niel is particularly reckoned up with the other 
Apoftles, to whom our Lord appeared at the Sea 
of T'tberias after his Refurreiflion. 
Our Saviour gave him this Charafter, when 

i Philip firft brought him to the Lordy that he was 
a Man of true Simplicity and Integrity ; an Ifra- 
, dite indeed, in whom was no Guile; no Art of 
IHypocrify and Deceit. A Mind free from Preju- 
dice, we know, is the beft Preparative for the Re- 
ception of the Truth. And the Simplicity of this 
Apoftle's Mind appears in that, when hei was told 
i£yefiis^ he did not objefl: againft the Meannefs 
of his Original, the low Condition of his Parents, 
the Narrownefs of their Fortunes ; but only againft 
the PLice of his Birth, which could not be Naza^ 
reth; the Prophets having foretold he (houX^ \i^ 
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born at Bethlehem : And yet he was not fo far car- 
ried away with this popular Prejudice, as not to 
enquire farther concerning our Saviour 3 and when 
he received fatisfadory Anfwers, he prefently 
own'd him for the MeJJiah^ calling him the Son of 
God J and the K ing of Ifrael. 

It is thought this Apoftle travelled to propagate 
Chriftianity as far as Indiay that Part of it that 
lyes next to jlfia j for, as Eufebiiis relates, when 
PantanuSy a Man famous for Philofophy, as well 
as Chriftianit)^ defiring to imitate the Apofiolical 
Zeal in propagating the Faith, travelled as far as 
India itfelf j there, among fome, that yet retained 
the Knowledge of Chrijl^ he found St. Matthev>\ 
Gofpel written in Hebrew ; left there, as the Tra- 
dition afTerts, by St. Bartholomew^ one of the 
twelve Apoftles when he preached Chriftianity to 
thofc Nations. He returned from thence to the 
more Northern and Wejlern Parts of Afia^ inftnift- 
ing the People oi Hierapolis in the Doftrine of the 
Gofpel. From thence he went into Lycaonia^ and 
there he employed himfelf upon the fame Ac- 
count. At laft he removed to Albanople in Ar^^ 
menia the Great ; where endeavouring to reclaim 
die People from Idolatry, he was by the Gover- 
nor of the Place crucified, as fome fay, with bis 
Head downward ; though others fay, that he was 
flayed, and his Skin firft taken off; which might 
confift well enough with his Crucifixion ; Excori- 
ation being a Punifhment in ufe not only in Egypt^ 
but among the Perjians^ next Neighbours to thefe 
Armenians^ from whom they might eafily borrow 
it. He chearfuliy bore their cruel Ufage, and 
comforted and confirmed his Chriftian Converts ta 
the laft Minute of his Life, 

The 

I 



[8i] 

The Life of St Matthiii), 

Sx^INT Matthew, the Apoftle, alfo caHcd Levi^ 
tho' a Roman Officer, yet he was a Hebrew^ 
t)f the Hebrenvs. Both his Names difeover him ta 
be of Jewijh Original, and probably a Galikdni 
His Bufinefs was that of a Publican j or Toll-gatherer 
to the Romans j an Office of bad Report among thd 
Jews. It was once accounted a Place of Power and 
Creditj and of honourable Reputation, not ordinarily 
conferred upon any but Roman Knights* But what 
made this Office fo odious to the Jews w:as, the 
Covetoufnefs arid Exaftion of thofe that managed 
it ; for having farmed the Cuftoms of the Romans^ 
they griped the People, that they might be able ta 
pay their Rent, and raife Profit to themfclves* Be-* 
fides, this Tribute was not only a Grievance to 
their Purfes, but an Affi-ont to the Freedom of* 
their Nation, and a ftanding Inftance of their Sla^^ 
very. And their Brother Jems exercifihg , this 
Office, ftill provoked them* more, becaufc it oblig-* 
ed them to converfe frequently with the Gentiles ^ 
which they held unlawful, lince thereby they 
feemed to confpire with the Romans, to entail 
perpetual Slavery upon their own Nation. The 
Jewijh Nation cxpreflcd their Abhorrence 6f the 
Publicans, by counting it unlawful to do fhem 
any Office of common Kindnefs. Money re- 
ceived of them might not be put to the reft of 
a Man's Eftate, it being prefumed to be got by 
Violence. They were not admitted as Perfbtis 
fit to give Evidence in any Caufe. They Wefe 
not only deprived of all Communion in Divine 
Worfhip, but (hunned in all Affairs of Civil Soci- 
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ctyj it being efteemed infamous and unlawful to 
marry iDto the Family of any fuch. 

St. Matthew's Office more particularly conjSfted 
in gathering the Cuftoms of all Merchandize, that 
came by the Sea of Galilee, and the Tribute that 
Paffcngers were to pay, that went by Water ; for 
which Purpofe the Office was kept by the Sea-fide. 
And here it was that Matthew fat at the Receipt of 
Cuftom, when our Saviour calkd him to be a 
Difciple. It is probable he had fome Knowledge 
of our Saviour before he was called > becaufe he 
lived at Capernaum, the Place of Chriji's ufual Re- 
fidence, where his Miracles and Sermons were fre- 
quent; and thus he might in fome Meafure be pre- 
pared to receive the Imprcflions which our Savi- 
our's Call made, upon him. What made Saint 
iWii//i6^i«;'s Compliance with our Saviour's Call fa 
very valuable was, in that he exchanged rich and 
plentiful Circumftances, and a gainful Trade, for 
Poverty and Hardfhip ; quitting whatever the 
World counts dear, and preferring the Attendance 
upon the Son of Man, who had not where to lay 
his Head, before all the Advantages of Intereft and 
Relations. His great Contempt of the World, 
appeared, not only in his quitting a plentiful Eftate 
in order to become our Saviour's Difciple, but 
in the great Abftemioufnefs he exercifed in the re- 
maining Part of his Life ; refufing to gratify him- 
felf with the ordinary Conveniencics, as well asr 
with the Pleafures of it ; his common Diet being 
nothing but Herbs and Roots, Seeds and Berries. 

He exprefs'd his Satisfaction in becoming our 
Saviour's Difciple, by entertaining our Saviour at 
a great Dinner at his own Houfe, whither he in- 
vited all his Friends, efpcciaUy thofe of his own 

Pro- 
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Profeffion; ploufly hoping, that they alio might 
be influenced by pur Saviour's Converfe and Com- 
pany, And from our Saviours converfing fo 
femiHarly with the worft of Men, which gave 
fiich Offence to the Pharifees^ we may learn that 
the greateft Sinners are Objedts of our Pity rather 
than Contempt ; and that we ought not to grow 
feint in our Endeavours for their Converfion, as 
long as the wonderful Patience of God bears with 
them. That our Company is moft fuitable where 
the Ncceffities of Souls do require it. And that in 
order to reclaim Sinners, we ought to prefer Afts 
of Charity before all ritual Obfervances, and the 
nice Rules of Perfbns converfing with one another. 

That Humility for which St. Matthew was re- 
markable appeared, in that when the other Evan-- 
^elijis defcribing the j^pojlles by Pairs, conftantly 
place him before St. Thomas^ he modeftly places 
faimfelf after him. And when the reft of the 
Evangelijls record the Honour of his Apoftleftiip 
under the Name of Matthew^ but fpeak of his 
former fordid Courfe of Life under that of Levi^ 
he himfelf fets it down, with all its Circumftances, 
under its own proper and ufual Name. 

St. Matthew continued with the reft of the 
Apoftles till after our Lord's Afccnfion, and after- 
ivards, for the firft eight Years he preached up 
md down "Judcea^ endeavouring to convert his 
Brethren, the "Jews^ to the Faith of Chrift. And 
w^hcn he betook himfelf to the propagating the 
3ofpel among the Gentiles^ JEthiopia is generally 
lifigned as the Province of his Apoftolical Miniftry; 
vhere by preaching and working Miracles he 
nightily triumphed over Error and Idolatry: In 
yhich Country, it is moft probabl? he fuffered 
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Martyrdom ; but by what Kind of Death it is altoi 

gether uncertain. He was not only an Apoftle bs 

alfo an Evangelift ; A Name given at firft to aj 

thofe, that preach'd the Gofpel; but afterward 

confin'd to thofe four, that wrote the Hiftory q 

the JLiife and Preaching of our Lord J^Jus Chriji. 

Which Hiftories are generally called the foui 

GofpeU. He was >vell qualified to write his Gof 

pel, bccaufe he was an Eye-witnefs of the UA 

and Adions of our blefled Saviour^ and free fron 

thofe Teprtptations, which prevail upon Men t< 

impofe uppn others. He wrote it while he wa 

in Palejiine^ about eight Years after the Death c 

our Sflvioury at the Intreaty of the Jewi/h Cop 

verts, and, as Epipbanius tells us, at the Comman 

pf the Apoftles. And being defigned for the U) 

of his Countrymen, he writ it in the Hebrew Lar 

guage, as is generally aflerted by all Antiquity. \ 

was vpry quickly tranflated into Greek y fome ai 

tribijting it to St. "John^ others to St. James tl 

Lefs. The Apoftles approved the Verfion, and tl 

Church hath received it as Authentick. 

The Life of St, Simon, 

SAINT Simon was called the Canaanitey a Su 
name that hath giyen occafion to feveral Co; 
jedures. Some fay he was fo palled from Cana^ 
Town ija Galilee ; and for that Reafop they won 
have him born there. Put St. Luke calling hi 
Simon Zelotes^ or the ^ealof^ plainly fhews^ tf 
^he Word C^na^nite^ which fignifies ^ealou$, c 
pptes his l^ot an4 fprigbtly Temper, 5ome ag 
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hay^ thought he was called the Zealot ^ bccaule, 

hefore his Converiion, he was one of the Seft of 

the Zealots 'y and fome, (who keep ftill to the 

fame Senfe of his Name) becaufe after his Conver- 

fion he fliewed great Zeal for the Chriftian Faith, 

^nd a pious Indignation againft thofe, who pro- 

fcfled Religion with their Mouths, but difhonoured 

it by their vicious Lives. St. Simon after our Lord*s 

Paffion, continued with the other Apoftles and 

Pifciples of Chriji at Jerufalem^ joining in Wor- 

fliip and Communion with them ; and- did not 

leave that City till after the Feaft ofPentecoJl-, when 

they were all furnifhed with the neceffary Gifts of 

the Holy Ghoji^ in order to the Exercife of their 

Miniftry in all Parts of the World. Then, as 

fome iay, he went into Egypt^ Cyrene^ and Africa^ 

and there preached the Gofpel; and after fome 

Time from thenqe into i>)^^//? and Mauritania for 

the fame Purpofe. He is faid alfo to have paffed 

into. Britain^ where after having converted many 

to the Faith, and fufFered many Perfccutions, he 

was crucified by the Infidels, and there buried. 

Others, in their Martyrologies affirm, that the 

idolatrous Priefts put him to Death at Suanir^ a 

City oiPerJia. 

The Life of St, yude. 

SAINT Jude was of our Lord's Kindred, being 
Brother to St. James the Lefs, and ilyled him- 
felf Brother tp Jefus Chrift. It is not certatf^ 
when he was called to be an Apoftle, nothing ap- 
pearing qf hin) till we find him in that Catalogue. 
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JBut from that time he became a conftant Atten- 
dant upon Chn/l's Perlbn and Miniftry, which 
was a probable Evidence, that he was eminent for 
his Zeal in the Chriftian Faith. Belides Jude 
)ie was alfo called Thaddeiis and Lebbeus. It 
being ufual for the fame Perfon in Holy Writ to 
have more proper Names than one. Thefe Names 
were given him partly to diftinguifh him from 
Judas the Traitor, and partly as a Commendati- 
tion of his Wifdom and Zeal. Lebbeus^ accord- 
ing to St. Jerome^ denoting Prudence and Under- 
ilanding, and Thaddeus fignifying a Perfon zealous 
in praifing God. 

Our Lord at his laft Supper hji ving told his Difci- 
ples what particular Manifertations he would make 
of himfelf after his RefurretUon to his fincere Fol- 
lowers, St. Jude diikcdi him what was the Reafon 
he would manifejl himfelf to them^ and not to the 
fVorld? Our Saviour anfwer'd, that becaufe the 
World had no Refpedl for him and his Dodrine, 
therefore they fliould not enjoy the Happinefs of 
his Prefence ; but fince they, who had been his 
conftant Difciples, had {hewed their Love to him 
by obeying his Laws, and attending upon his Per- 
fon, he would make them the comfortable Re- 
turns of his Love, by revealing himfelf to them. 

The Province allotted to St. Jude for the Exer- 
cife of his Miniftry was moft probably Judaa and 
Galilee 'y from thence he went thro* Samaria into 
Idumaa-y and to the Cities oi Arabia^ and the neigh- 
bouring Countries, yea to Syria and Mefopotamia. 
The Writers of the Latin Church fay, he tra- 
velled into Perjiay where, after great Succefs in his 
Miniftry, he was, for his free and open reproviiig . 
the fuperilitious Rites of the Magi^ cruelly put to 
Pcath. ' He 



He was a married Man, and had two Gfand- 
children, who bore Evidenee to the Truth of 
Chriftianity before Domitian the Emperor j as 
hath* been before obferv'd, in the Account of the 
Ten firft Perfecutions, 

This Apoftle left one Epiftle, infcribed at 
large to all Chriftians ; but it is thought to have 
been chiefly intended for the converted Jews in 
their feveral Difperfions, He exhorts them there^ 
in to ftand manfully upon the Defence of the 
Faith once delivered to the SaintSy and to oppofe 
the falfe Teachers, the Nicolaitans^ and the Gno- 
fiicksy who laboured fo nmch to corrupt it. But 
becaufe true Chriftian Charity, though zealous, is 
without Bitternefs and Hatred, he exhorts all Chri- 
ftians by all gentle Means to fave them, and to 
pull them out of the Fire, into which their own 
Folly had cafl: them. 



The Life of St. Luh. 

SAINT Luke was an Evangelift : The Place 
of his Nativity was Antiochy the Metro- 
polis of Syria, pleafant for its Situation, fertile for 
its Soil, rich by its Traffick, famous for Learning 
and Civility ; and above all, renowned for this one 
peculiar Honour, that here it was that the Difciples 
of Jefus were firft called Chriftians. His particular 
Profeffion was that of a Phyfician ; an Art in thofe 
Days generally rnanaged by Perfons of no better 
Rank than Servants; which made Grotius con- 
ceive, that St. Luke, though a Syrian by Birth, 
was a Servant at Rome, where he fometimes prad:- 
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iled Phyfick, and when made free, returned inttf 
his own Country. Befides Phyfick, he was fe- 
pious alfo for Painting ; and there are fome Pieces 
ftill in being, pretended to have been drawn by 
his own Hand. 

8bme of the Ancients thought he was one of the 
Seventy Difciples, and that he deferred our Saviour 
upon the unwelcome Dlfcourfe he made to his 
Difciples ; but was afterwards recalled by St. Paul 
But St. Luke feems to contradict it himfelf, by 
confefling he was not from the Beginning an Eyt-^ 
nvitnefs and Minijler of the Word, Moft probable it 
is he was converted by St. Faul during his Abode 
at Antioch. 

xAfter his Converfion, he became an infeparable 
Companion and Fellow-labourer of St. Paul^ in 
the Miniftry of the Gofpel 5 cfpecially after St 
PauPs going into Macedonia ; from which Time,- 
in recording St. PauPs Travels, St. Luke always 
fpeaks of himfelf in his own Perfon. He endeared 
himfelf to St. Paul by attending him in all his 
Dangers ; by being prefent with him in his feveral 
Arraignments at Jerufalem-y by accompanying him 
in his hazardous Voyage to Rome ; where he ^ved 
his Neceffities, and fupplied thofe Minifterial Of- 
fices, which the Apoftle's Confinement would nof 
fufFer him to difcharge ; cfpecially in carrying Mef- 
fages to thofe Churches, where he had planted 
Chriftianity ^ and in flicking to him when otheci 
forfook him. 

Some fav he left St. Ptiul at Rome, and retumd 
back into the Ea/l^ and travelled into Egypt, and 
the Parts of Lybia, where he preach'd the Gofpd^ 
converted many to Chriflianity, and took upofl, 
himfelf the Epifcopal Charge of the City of 5fi^ 
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hiis^ though it is moft probable he did not wholly 
leave St. Paul^ till he finiflied his Courfe with 
Martyrdom. Others fay that he firft preached in 
Dalmatia and GalatiCy then in Italy and Macedonia ; 
where he fpared no Pains, declined no Dangers 
in the faithful Difcharge of the Truft committed 
to him. 

The Ancients are hot very well agreed about 
the Time nor Manner of his Death : Some affirm^ 
ilig him to die in Mgypt^ others in Greece \ fome 
in Bitbynia^ others at Epbefus ; fomc make him 
die a natural, others a violent Death 3 faying, that 
he fuccefsfully preached the Gofpel in Greece i till 
a Party of Infidels making Head againft him, drew 
him to Execution j and for want of a Crofs where- 
on to difpatch him, prefently hanged him upon an 
Olive-tree, in the Eightieth Year of his Age^ tho' 
St. Jerome makes it the Eighty-fourth. His Body 
was interred at Conftantinople^ whither it was re- 
moved by the Command of Conjiantine^ or his Son 
Conjlantius^ and buried in the great Church built 
in Memory of the Apoftles. 

The Writings he left behind were his Gofjpel^ 
(which it is fuppofed he wrote during his Travels 
with St. Paul in Acbaia^ whofe Help he is gene- 
tally faid to have made ufe of in the compofmg of 
it. And that this the Apoftle primarily intends, 
when he fo oftien fpeaks of his GofpeL Belides 
this Advantage, J? we are affured by the Evangelift 
himfelf, that he derived his Intelligence from thole, 
who from the Beginning Imd been Eye-witneffes and 
Minijiers of the fVbrd) and his Hiftory of the Adts 
of the Apoftles, both which he dedicated to Tbeo^ 
fbilus 5 probably fomc Magiflxate, Whom St. Luke 
had convtifted j to whom he dedicates thefe Books, 

M not 
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not only as a Teftimony of Refpedt, but as a^ Me? 
of giving him farther Aflurance of thofe Thin 
wherein he had been inftru<^ted. 
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The Life of St« Peter, 

SAINT Pr/^r was .born at Bethfaida, a Tot* 
fituated upon the Banks of the Sea of Galik 
when he was circumcifed according to the Rites 
the Mofakk Law^ he was called Stmon. Our Si 
viour added to that the Name ofCeph^Sy which 
Syriack^ fignifies a Stone or Rock, and is the I^ 
with the Greek Name rendered by us, Peter j 
noting thereby the.Firmnefs and Conftancy of I 
P^ter^s Faith, and his vigorous Activity in buildii 
up the Church. ' , ■ 

Before he was called. to be an Apoftle, he was 
Fifherman. Several of the Apoftles were ch( 
from this mean Profeffion, to manifeft the 
power of God, in eibbli(hing Ghriftianity -, fecii 
fucH mean illiterate Pcrfons were able to ful ' 
the World to the Obedience of", the Qofpel. 
fides by the Hardihlps of fuch an Education 
were prepared to fupport thofe DifBculties, wl 
a perfecuted State of Life might expofe them to. 

It is probable St. Peter was a Difciple pif. 
Jcbn B{Jpti/ly becaufe his Brother St. Andrew c^ 
tainly was; and upoathe firftNewspfG&r^/'saJ 
pearing, Peter was Very forward to con ve^[lc wfl 
him, as if he had been awakened to expcd^tl 
Mejias. He was brought firft to our Saviour^ 1 
his Brother St. Andrew ; who upqn the Tcfl 
mony received from St. John the Baptijl^ and 1 
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intingto our Lord^ then pafling by after his 

ptifm, followed our Saviour^ and brought the 
oyful News to Peter. He was prcfent at* the 

iraculous Draught of Fiflies, taken at the Di- 
reftion of our Saviour ; upon which he acknow- 
kdged his own Vilenefs, and was by our Saviour 
made a Fiflier of Men, and commanded to follow 
lira ; which he immediately complied with, and 
rrom that Time became one of our Saviours con- 
Ian t and inieparable Difciples. 

He and the two Sons of Zebedee^ James and 
yobn^ were adnSitted more familiarly than the reft 
>? the Apoftles unto all the moft fecret Paflages of 
)ur Saviour's Life, as is plain in the Cure of Jai^ 
•»i's Daughter, and at the Transfiguration. When 
everal of the Difciples forfook our Saviour upon a 
iiore pcrfeft Difcovery of his Doftrine. Peter 
^ith the reft of the Twelve" adhered to him with 
jreat Conftancy and Refolution, profeffing they 
iad no where elfc to go, becaufe he had the fFords 
f eternal Life 'y and upon this Account he is by 
Indents ftyled the Mouth of the Apoftles^ becaufe 
o forward upon all Occafions to profefs his Belief 
p our Saviour y and for which Reafon he is by 
5ur Saviour himfelf pronounced Bleffed, 

When our Saviour condefcended to wafli his- 
Difciples Feet, (an Adlion that may teach us Hu- 
aiility and Condefcenfion ; not to boggle at the 
liieaneft Offices of Kindnefs and Charity, whein 
^od incarnate vouchfafed fo much to abafe him- 
elf,) St. Peter declined that great Honour of 
laving his Feet wafhed out of great Modefty, 
nd a Senie of his Unworthinefs ; till underftand- 
Dg the Myftery of the Aftion, and the Advan- 
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tage of it, he defired to be wa(hcd alf over, ra- 
ther than lofe the Benefit of it. 

Upon the Approach of our Saviour s Sufferings, 
he was unwilling to think that one he loved (o 
dearly, fhould be fo cruelly ufed ; and betrayed 
too much Prefumption and Self-confidence, not 
without fome Retiedion upon the Weaknefs pf 
his Brethren ; though all Jhould forfake him^ yet he 
profefTed he would not deny him ; And fhew'4 
unjuftifiablf 2Jeal in ufing the Sword without his 
Mafter's Order, when he ciit off the Ear of MaU 
ehusy the Hi^i-Prieft's Servant; for which hq; 
ftands rebuked by our Saviour. And thus truft. 
ing too much to his own Strength, he became \ 
great Example of human Frailty in denying hi§ 
Lord^ with Oaths and Curfes. He was recovered 
from his Fall by our Saviour's gracious Look, 
whereby he called to nqind what our Saviour had ^ 
fftretold. After which, he paflionately bewailed 
his Polly, and the Aggravations of it; and by the 
Abundance of his penitential Tears he manifelted 
the inward Sorrow he had for his Guilt j and in 
this he is a Pattern for the Direftion as well as the 
Comfort of thdfc that fincerely turn from the Evil 
of their Ways, 

Our Saviour appeared to him very early after 

his Refurredtion, to conr^fort him under his great 

' Sorrow for his late Fall; and to encourage him 

('with freiTi Aflurances of his Favour ; withal con- 

iirming him in the great Article of his Rcfurrcd- 

iop ; requiring of him, as a farther Proof of his Lovej^ 

to feed his Sheep ; faithfully to inftruft and teach 

V them; carefully to rule and guide them. Our 5tf-> 

viour made three feveral Epquiries concerning St. 

peter s Love to him, probably th^t he, who had 

been 
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been fo dei^dtlve in his former Profeflions, might 

be put in mind of his thrice denying our Saviour^ 

and from the Senfc of his Weaknefs be engaged to 

a better Difcharge of his Duty, and give more than 

ordinary Afllirance of his iincere Aifeftibn to his 

Mafter. 

St. Peter in his firft Sermon, after the Defcent 
of the Holy Ghoft, with the reft of the Apoftles, 
converted three thoufand Souls, by juftifying thofe 
miraculous Gifts the Apoftles had received, and 
by preaching the Refurrcftion of that yefus, whom 
the yews h^d crucified. And when the Sanhedrim ' 
would have obliged him to defift ; with Boldnefs 
and Refolution he- referred it to their own Deter- 
mination, whether it was not fit to obey Go J rather 
than Man. 

In the Infancy of GJiriftianity, all that believed- 
bfid all Things common ; and fold their PojJeJJions 
md Goods and parted them to all Men^ as every 
Man had need. Among the reft of the Profeflbjrs, 
Ananias and Sapphira his Wife had confecrated 
fbmc Land unto God^ and fold the fame to that 
Purpofe ; and afterwards through Covetoufnefs 
they purloined from the Price, and laid but Part 
of the Sum at the Apoftles Feet, having agreed to- 
ether to bely their Bargain in order to fave their 
urfe. St Peter having examined them, and both 
perfifting in their former Aflertion, he, by the 
Dircdion of the Holy Spirit, punifti'd their Lying 
jind Sacrilege with prefent Death. This dreadful 
Puni(hmerit they fufFered, Ihould make all Men 
careful pot to alienate what is confecrated to God\ 
fince the Converting it to other Ufes, is a Robbing 
of God. 

St. Peter's firft Miflion was to vific thofe Chri- 
ftians Philip the Deacon had converted in Samaria ; 

where 
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where :hc confirmed the new Converts; and by , 
Prayer, and Impofition of Hands, communicated 
tQ them the Gift of the Holy Ghoft, and feverely 
rebuked Simon Magus for imagining that the Gift 
cfCod' could be purchafedjpr Money. He was in- 
fluenced to open the Door of Salvation to the Gen^ 
tijesy which he at firft had fcrupled, through the 
divine Goodnefs vouchfafing to remove thofe Pre- 
judices of his Education, which the Jews had en- 
tqrtainedfor feveraiAges againft the Gentiles^ by 
the Means of a fpeoia} Vifion j which, with the Re* 
lation of what hadf happened to Corfielius^ fully 
convinced him, that G^^ic;^^ fio ReJpeSier of Per- 
foils 5 that honcft Heathpn^ who exercifed Works 
of Mercy and Devotion, were well difppfed to re- 
ceive the Chfiftian Revelation, and fhould be acr 
ccpted by him. 

In the Difpute between the Jewijh and Gentik 
Converts, he dcqlared God's Acceptance of the 
Gentiles^ which was communicated to Him by a 
Vifion from Heaven, and was farther confirmied 
by their receiving the Holy Ghoft as well as others j 
a;id that therefore the; Yoke of the Jewijh I^ites 
ought not to b^ laid upon the Gentik Converts, 
Yet afterwards he diflernbled his Chriftian Liber- 
ty, by which he confirmed the yudaizing Chrifti- 
a-ns in their Error?, and caft Scruples in the Minds 
of the Gentiles^ for which he ftands juftly rebuked 
Jjy St. PauL 

* He was mirnculoufly prefervcd from the cruel 
Pefigns of Herod ; God hearing the fervent Pray- 
ers of the Church that were offered in his Behalf 
For being put into Prifon, and ftriftly guarded 
t>y Soldiers, and fecured in Chains j the Night 
before hU intended Execution, the Angel of the 
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Lord dame unto him, raifed him from Sleeps 
knocked off his Chains, and conduced him! to 
a Place of Safety, fo that he was delivered out of 
the Hand of Herod ; who being provoked by the 
Dilappointnient, commanded the Keepcris to be 
put to Death. 

Befides Judaa St. Peter beflov^'d his Apoftoli- 
cal Labours at Antioch where he made Converts, and 
(tis faid) was the firft Bifhop of that Place. He 
afterwards preaeheji the Gofpel to the yews dif- 
perfed in Pontus^ Galdtia^ Cappadoda^ ' and jffia. 
Towards the latVr End of his Life he went to 
Rome^ about the fecond Year of the Emperor 
Claudius y where he laboured in eftabliflbingChri- 
ftianity ; chiefly among the Jews^ being the Apo- 
ftle of the Circumcifion. 

Simon Magus at that Time partieukrly preju- 
diced the Minds of the Roma?2s againft receiving 
. the Doiftrine of Chrijt ; who fought to advance his 
Reputation among the People, by doing many 
wonderful and ftrange Things. He ufed to 
ftyle himfelf the Jlrji and chief eji Deity ^ the jP^- 
wer who is God over all^ and to him, zsju/iin 
Martyr affirms, a Statue was efeded with 
this Infcription, Simoni Deo Sandlo^ To Simon 
the Holy God. But St. Peter expofed the Im- 
poftures of this' wicked 'Wretch, by fhewing the 
Variity of his Pretences, and working himfelf 
thofe Wonders which Simon Magus falfly boafted 
of. For there being at Rome ?i Trial between 
them about railing a Kinfman of the Emperor, 
.! lately dead, the Magician failed in the Attempt, 
. in which St. Peter fucceeded. And when Simon 
' Magus J to recover, his Reputafian,* pretended to 
fly up to HcaVen from the Mount of the Capitol^ 

by 
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by the Prayers of St. Peter ^ the Wings he had^ 
made began to fail him j and fallings he Wis (o^ 
bruifcd, that in a fliort Time he died. 

St. Peter fufFered Martyrdom aboiit the fixty- 
jiinth Year oiChriJl^ under Nero \ whom he h^d pro- 
voked by his Succefs again ft Slrtton Magus ^ and by 
his reducing many diflolute Women to a tempe- 
rate and fober Life. The Manner of his Death 
was by Crucifixion with his Head downwards, 
which he chofe ; affirming that he was unworthy 
to fuffer in the fame Pofturc wherein his Lord had 
fuffered before him. His Body is faid to have 
been embalmed by Marcellus^ the Pre{byter, after 
the JewiJI) Manner, and that it was then buried 
in the Vat i can ^ near the Triumphal Way j where 
there was a Church erected to his Memory, now 
one of the Wonders of the World, for all the Ad- 
vantages that Riches and Art can beftow. 

The Scripture mentions his Wife's Mother, and 
he is reckoned among the Ancients as one of the 
Apoftles that was married and had Children. 
Moreover there is a Tradition that his Wife fuffer- 
ed Martyrdom in his I.ife-time, and that he re- 
joiced (lie was called to fb great an Honour j and 
in his Exhortation to her, he earneftiy ufed thefe 
Words, Woman be mindful of the Lord. 

This ApoflJe left behind him two Epiftles. 
They were addreffed to the Jemp Converts that 
were fcattcred through Pontus^ Galatiay &c. not 
only upon the PcrfeCution raifed at yerufalem^ 
but upon former Difpcrfions of the Jews into 
thofe Places on feveral other Occafions. The prio-- 
cipal Defign of the Firft is to comfort and confirdi 
them under thofe fiery Tl*yals and manifold Temp* 
t,:tions they Were then fubjeft to; and to dircft zvj^i 
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inftrudl them how to behave thcmfelves in the fevc- 
ral States and Relations both of the Civil and Chri* 
ftian Life ; that they might not be engaged in thofc 
Rebellions againft Cajar and his Officers, then 
fomented among the Jews ; and that they might 
flop the Mouths of thofc who fpeak againft them 
as Evil-doers. In the fecond he profecutes the 
fame Subjedt, to prevent their Apoftacy from the 
Faith, their Turning away from the Holy Command-- 
menty and their Falling from their own Stedfaftnefs^ 
by Reafon of any Perlicution they were liable to. 
And nioreover antidotes them againft the corrupt 
Principles of the Gnojiicks^ who turned the Grace 
of God into Lafcivioufnefs^ ahd' Againft thofe 
Scoffers at the Promife of Chriji'^ Coming, as if it 
would never be verified. 

The Life of St. Paul. 

SAINT Paul was a chofen Veffel to bear 
Go/s Name before the Gentiles j and Kings, 
and the Children of IfraeL An Apoftle in an ex- 
traordinary Manner fet apart to be a Preacher of 
the Gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrijl^ which he 
had perfecuted, not only to the Jeit^^ but to the 
Hcatheji World. 

This Apoftle is called by two Names ; Saul and 
Paul I ThR one Hebrew*, the other L^//« ; which 
fome have thought to have been given him in 
i^emory of his converting Sergius Paulus the Ro^ 
man Governor ; and others that it was aflufned by 
after his Converfion, as an Aft of Humility s 
ling hirafclf kfs than the kaji of all the Saints. 

N He 
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He was born at Tarjus^ the Metropolis of Ciliciay 
a City famous for Riches and Learning ; where 
the liberal Sciences and ail polite Arts flourifhed, 
and where the Inhabitants enjoyed the Franchifes 
and Liberties of Roman Citizens j which Advan- 
tage St. Paul afferted as the Privilege of his Birth- 
right. After having laid the Foundation of human 
Learning in this Place, he was fent by his Parents 
to Jerujalemy to be brought up at the Feet of Gtf- 
maliel in the Study of the Law, in which be 
made very quick and large Improvements. But 
befides that, he was educated to the Trade of 
Tent-making, according to the Cuftom of the 
y^wSy among whom it was a Maxim, That he 
that teacheth not his Son a Trade^ teacbetb him to 
be a Thief 'y defigning thereby not only to keep 
their Children from Idlenefs, but to fecure them a 
Maintenance if their Circumftanccs made it nc- 
ceflary to work at it. 

Being educated in the Principlea of the Pbari- 
fees^ the ftrideft Seft of the Jewijh Religion, 
and being naturally of a hot Temper, he violently 
oppofed all thofe, that were efteemed Enemies to 
the Mofaic OEconomy j and perfecuted the Chri- 
ftians with great Fury, breathing out Threatniogs 
and Slaughter againft the Difciples at Jeru/alem\ 
making havock of the Church, and procuring a 
Commiffion to imprifon fuch Chriftians as he found 
at Damafcus, How far he was concerned in the 
Martyrdom of St. St^pheUy doth not appear, any far- 
ther than that he was confenting to his Death, and: 
-fo became a Sharer in the Guilt of thofe that mjir*^ 
thered him. 

He H^as converted in an extraordinary Mannai^ 
for when, he wa» -upon his Journey to Damafci^lk 
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on a fudden there fhonc round about him a Light 
from Heaven, above the Brightnefs of the Sun | • 
whereat being ftrangely amazed, he and his Com- 
panions fell to the Ground ; and he heard a Voice 
calling to him, Saulj Saul^ why perfecuteft thou 
me ? To which he replied, LonJ^ who art thou ? 
It was anfwered lam Jefus, whom thou perfecuteft : 
And added, arife and go into the City^ and it 
Jball be told thee what thou miift do. The great 
Splendor of this heavenly Vifion made him blind 
for three Days ; but he did not with Elymas the 
Sorcerer, pervert the right IVays of the Lcrd^ nor 
with his Brethren the Jews refift the Evidence of a 
Voice from Heaven, which teftified to our Savi^ 
our's Divinity at his Baptifni j but became obedi- 
ent to the heavenly Vifion, and upon this Difco- 
very of his Saviour^ diligently enquired his Will 
and Pieafure, and immediately followed the Di- 
rciflions he received. 

After St. Paul had fafted three Days, and hum- 
bled his Soul under the Senfe of thofe Cruelties he 
had committed againft the Church of God ; j4na^ 
niasj a devout Man, fuppofed to be one of the Se- 
venty Difcipks, and though a Chriftian, yet well 
efteem'd of among the Jew^ ; having been admo- 
niflicd by a Vifion, went to St. Pauly and entering 
into the Houfe, brought him the good News, 
that the fame JefHs^ that appeared to him in the 
Way, had fent him to him j and laying his Hands 
upon him, ht received his Sight, and the Gift of 
the Holy Ghoft, and was made a Member of the 
Church by Baptifm. Thus he, who was to be 
I the Apoftle of the Gentiles^ was in his own Perfon 
' a remarkable Intlance of the Power of God'^ Grace, 
I and of his Readinefs to receive the worft of Sintiets 
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upon their Repentance. He obtained Mercy that 
Jefus Chrift might Jhew forth Jirji in him all long 
fuffering^ for a Pattern to them that Jhould btreaf^ 
ter Mitve on him to Life everlafiing, St Paul 
appears to have had a ycry honeft Mind, and to 
be influenced with a Regard only to what he 
thought Truth ; but being prejudiced by Educa* 
tion, and pufhed on by the Heat of his natu^ 
ral Temper, was tranfported with furious Zeal. 
Therefore God was pleafed to Jhew Mercy to bim\ 
becaufe what he did was done ignorantly, in Un- 
belief; and in a miraculous Manner to convince 
him of the Truth of that Religion which he per- 
fecuted. 

He dcmonftrated the Sincerity of his Cbnverfion 
by preaching that very Jefus^ whom he had perie- 
•cuted ; confounding the Jew^ who dwelt at Da^ 
mafcus^ in proving him to be the true Mejias^ the 
Son of God y in labouring to eftablifh the Church, 
which he had made havock of; in comforting and 
confirming the Faithful, whom he had hailed to 
Prifon ; expofing himfelf to thofe Dangers and 
Difficulties for the Faith, which he had endea- 
voured to bring upon others. 

Whereas the other Apoflks chofe this or that 
Province as the main Sphere of their Miniftry. St* 
Paul in preaching the Gofpcl ovcr-^ran, as it were, 
the whole Roman Empire, feldom flaying long in 
a Place ; from Jerufakm through Arabia^ jifiaj 
Greece^ round about to Jllyricumj to Jiome^ and 
even to the utmofl Bounds of the Weflern World \ 
and in this Courfe he was difcouraged by no Dan- 
gers nor Difficulties, for he frequently fuffered fc- 
vere Scourgings and Imprifonments, and .was 
brought even to the Confines of Death, both ^ Sea 

and 
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and Land; neither was he tired out with any Trou-* 
bles or Oppoiitions that were railed againfl him ; 
but for the Space of five and thirty Years was inde- 
fatigable in preaching the Gofpel, and in writing 
Epiftles for the confirming thofe Churclies he had 
cftablifhcd ; thus perfevering in the good Fight of 
Fiiitby till he badjinijhed his Courfe. Having ex^* 
tended his Labours to the utmoft Bounds of the 
Wcftern World, it is fuppofed by fome that he 
planted a Church in this our liland. 

Hfi fufFered Martyrdom at Rome under Nero^ in 
that general Perfecution raifed againfl the Chrifti* 
ans, upon Pretence that they fired the City. Some 
of the Ancients affirm he drew upon himfelf the 
Fury of that cruel Emperor, by joining with St. 
Peter in procuring the Fall of Simon Magus ; others, 
by converting a Concubine of Nero's^ that he ex^ 
tremely loved and carefied. He was beheaded in 
the Sixty^^ighth Year of his Age. 

He left behind him Fourteen Epiftlcs, which 
were not only inftrumental in confirming the 
Churches at firft, but they have been highly ufe- 
fal ever fince, to the Service of Religion in, all 
Ages. 

r 

The Life of St. Matthias. 

SAINT Matthias was not one of the Twelve 
Apoftles, that were chofen by our Saviour % 
but he obtained this great Honour upon the Va- 
cancy nude in the College of the Apoftles, by the 
Death of Judas Ifcariot j whofe covetous Tem- 
per having prevailed upon him to betray his Mafter 

lot 
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for thirty Pieces of Silver, he was fo touched with 
the Horrour of that wicked Fadt, that after having 
caft back the Wages of Iniquity in open Court, he 
went out and hanged himlelf ; and was remarka- 
bly punifhed in the Manner of his Death ; ior faU \ 
ling headlong^ be burft ajunder in the midjt^ and all 
bis Bowels giijhed out. . i 

This Judas^ though he was a Man of vile and ] 
corrupt DeGgns, yet he was immediately called bv I 
Chriji ; equally impowered and commiflioned with j 
the reft to preach and work Miracles j was num- \ 
bered with the Apoftles, and obtained port of their j 
Miniftry. So that we fee, the Wickedncfs of a j 
Minifter does not always evacuate his Commiffion, \ 
nor render his Miniftry quite ufelefs or inefFc<5hialj \ 
and that the Efficacy of an Ordinance does not de- 
pend upon the Quality of the Perfon, but the Di* 
vine Inftitution, and the Bleffing that G^^ hath en* 
tailed upon it. We fee alfo that Covetoufnefs, th« 
Root of all Evil, ruined an Apoftle, How ought . 
we then to keep our Hearts with all Diligence^ and to 
be always upon our Guard againft every Worldly . 
Defire, working out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling j becaufc if an Apoftle fell, who had 
all the Advantages of our Saviours Converfation, - 
what Security can we promife ourfelves. 

But to return to St. Mafthias^ he was chofen to 
be an Apoftle by Lot ; a way frequently ufed by 
Jews and Gentiles for the determining doubtful and . 
difficult Cafes, efpecially in the Elcdion of Judges 
and Magiftrates. St. Peter having recommended 
the Filling of the Vacancy to the Coufideration of 
the Chriftkns aflembled at Jerufalem^ they ap- 
pointed two, "Jofeph called Barjainis, who was 
lumamed Juflus^ and Matthias \ and when the 
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Lots were given forth, it was determined in Favour 
dF the latter, who was numbered with the Eleven 
Apoftles. 

He had been a continual Attendant upon our 
Saviour all the Time of his Miniftry, from his be- 
ing baptized by John^ till his Afliimption into 
Heaven. He was probably one of the Seventy 
Difciples ; and had been a Witnefs of our Savi^ 
our*s Refurredlibn, and of the moft confiderablc 
Paflages of his Life ; fo that he was fit to proclaim 
abroad thofc Matters of Fadt concerning his Maftcr, 
of which he had an equal Evidence with the reft 
of the Apoftles. 

St. Matthias continued at Jerufalem till fhc 
Powers of the Holy Ghoft were conferred upon 
the Apoftles, to enable them to difchargc their 
difficult Employm^int ; and then he is thought to 
have Ipent the firil Fruits of his Miniftry in Ju- 
daa with great Succefs. He is afterwards faid to 
have travelled Eaftward, and to have refided prin- 
cipally near the Irruption of the River Affarus 
and the Haven Hyjfus. He was by thefe barba- 
rocrs People treated with great Rudenefs and Inhu- 
manity, and after many Labours and Sufferings iii 
converting great Numbers toChriftianity,hc obtain- 
ed the Crown of Martyrdom. Some report that 
he was feized by the Jews^ and (as a Blafphemer) 
firft ftoned and then beheaded. Others, that he 
was crucified. 

' This Apoftle had a Saying of great Ufe in the 
Life of a Chriftian ; That we ought to mortify 
dndfubdui the Plejh^ and maintain a contt7iual Op^ 
pofitPDm to if, 6y granting it nothing 'whereby its tr-- 
regular aud-Jbnfiial Defres may be gratified ; but 
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that iveJhouU on the contrary nourijh and fortify our '^ 
Souls with Faith and Divine Knowledge. 



The Life of St. Mark, 



SAINT Mark was an Evangelift ; he was born 
of Jewijh V^vtnis^ originally defcendcd of the 
Tribe of Levi. He was converted by fome of the 
Apoftles, probably by St. Peter ^ to whom he was 
a conftant Companion in all his Travels ; fupplying- 
the Place of an Amanuenjis. 

He was fcnt by him into Egypt ^ fixing his main' 
Refidence at Alexandria, and the Places thereabout:' 
Where fo great was the Succefs of his Minifbyj 
that, according to Eufebius, he converted Multi- 
tudes both of Men and Women, not only to the 
embracing the Chriftian Religion, but to a more 
than ordinary ftrift Profeffion of it. 

He afterwards removed Weftward to the Parts 
of Lybia, going through the Countries of Mdrmh 
ricay Pentapolijy and dthcrs thereabouts; where 
notwithftanding/the Bapoarity and Idolatry of the 
Inhabitants, yet by his preaching and Miracles, he 
planted the Goipel, and confirmed them in the 
Profeffion of it. And upon his Return to AJexati'^ 
dria, he wifely ordered the Affairs of the Church, 
and provided for Succeffion, by conftituting Bi- 
ihops, and other Officers and Paftors. 

It is reported, that about Eajier^ at the Time 
the Solemnities of Serapis happened to be celebrat- 
ed 5 the People being excited to a Vindication of I 
the Honour of their Idol| broke in upon St. M^irk^ 
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while he was employed in divine Worfliip ; and 
binding his Feet with Cords; dragged him thfdugh 
the Streets, and thrurt him into rrifon, where in 
the Night he had the Comfort of a divine Vifion. 
Next Day the enraged People renewed the Trage- 
dy, and ufcd him in the fame Manner, till his Flefli 
being raked off, and his Blood run out, his Spirits 
feiled,. and he expired. Some add, that they 
burnt tiis Body, and that the Chriiliahs decently 
entombed his Bones and Aflies, near the Place where 
he ufed to preach. But as this Account is given By 
Authors whofe Credit we cannot, depend upon^ 
it muft be received witli Grains of Allowance. 
His Remains afterwards were with great Pomp 
tranflated from jllexandria to Venice. 
. This Evangelift left behind him his Gofpel, 
which was written at the Entreaty of the Converts 
at Rome, who not content to have heard St. Peter 
preach, - preffed St. Mark, his Difciple, that he 
would commit to writing an hiftorical Account of 
what he liad delivered to them ; which he per- 
foriped with no lefs Faithfiilnefs than Brevity. 
Moreover his Impartiality appears, in that he is fo 
far from concealing the fliameful Fall of St. Peter^ 
his dear Tutor and Mafter, th^t he relates it with 
fome particular Circumftances and Aggravations, 
which thc-.other Eyangelifljs.take.no Notice of. St. 
Peter perufcd his Hiftory and ratified it by his 
Authority, arid commanded it. to be read pub- 
lickly . in .the religious Aflemblies. It may very 
well be looked upon as a Supplement to St. Mat-- 
tbew's Go{pt\ I for by the Light this gives, that 
becomes more clear and perfpicuous. 

Q The 
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The Life of St. Barnabas, 



.1 - 



THE Apoftlc St. Barnabas was born at Cy-* 
prus^ and defcended of the Tribe of Levi^ 
whofe JewiJIj Anceftors probably fled thither, inf 
the troublefome times in Judaa^ to fecure thern- 
felves from Violence and Invafion. His proper 
Name was Jofes^ a fofier Termination (familiafi 
with the Greeks^) for Jofeph. Some think he was' 
by the Apoftles furnamed Barnabas^ (which figm*? 
fies Confolation) for his eminent Prophetick Gifis^ 
and his comfortable Way of dealing with troubl 
Minds ; for he was a good Man ^ jull of Faith ^ and 
((f the Holy Ghoji. Or it may feem to have been 
given him as an honourable Acknowledgment of \ 
his Charity in felling his whole Eftate for the Re- ^ 
lief of the poor Chriftians, and upon the Account i 
of the Confolation they received thereby. . i 

His Parents being rich and pious, he was fcnt ; 
to yerufalem to be trained up in the Knowledge 
of the Law, and was committed to the Care of 
that great Doftor, Gamaliel^ which probably might 
lay the Foundation of that intimate Friendfliipi 
wliich was afterwards contratW between this Apo- 
file and St- Paul. 

The Time when he was converted to Chriftianity 
is uncertain, though by the Ancients he is generally 
reckoned one of the Seventy Difciples chofen by 
our Saviour. He gave an early Prouf of his Chii- 
flian Zeal, in felling his Lands for the Support cf 
the poor Brethren. 

When the Chriftians at yerufalem were not dio- 
roughly fatislied with St. Paul's Change, appre- 
hending 
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bending it might be only a fubtlc Art to enfnare 
them, St. Barjiabas introduced him to the Apoflles» 
and declared to them the Manner of his Convcp- 
fion, and what Evidence he had given of it at Da^ 
mafcusy in his bold Difputacions v/ith the Jewi. 
News being brought from Antioch to the Church 
at Jerufalem, that many in that Ci.y had embraced 
Chriftianity, St. Barnabas was fent to fettle this 
flew Plantation. Upon his Arrival he rejoyced ex* 
tremely to fee what Progrefs the Gofpel had made 
among them, and not only exhorted them with 
Purpofe of Heart to cleave unto the Lord, but by 
his Labours added many to the Church ; and, the 
Work growing too great for a fingle Hand, he 
went to ^arfus^ and engaged St. Paul to return 
with him to Antioch ^ where they both laboured 
together a whole Year in the EilablUbment of 
that Church. 

The Followers of Jefus were called Chriftians, 
about this time at Antioch. They who firft cm- 
braced the Faith were flyled Difciples or Believers^ 
the Brethren^ or Men of the Churchy ot Callers up^ 
in the Name ^'Chrift, or Men of that Way^ or, 
by their Enemies, Nazarens or Galileans. But 
Cbriftians was the Name they afterwards gloried 
in fo much, that before the Face of their Enemies 
:hey would acknowledge no other Title though 
bated, reviled, tormented and martyr'd for it. A 
Nfame that lays upon us an Obligation to believe 
md pradife what Cbriji taught ; to imitate his Ex«> 
imple, who was made perfeSl tWough Sufferings ; 
:o cleave to the Lord with full purpofe of Heart j 
ind to avoid all manner of Evil ; adorning the Gof- 
)el of our Lord Jefus Cbriji in all Things. 

O 2 After 



After thh St. ISarnaias was employed with Sf, 

Paul to carry a charitable Supply from the Chriftw 

ans at Antiochi for the Relief of the Brethren m 

"^udaa^ who" were reduced to great Neccflities by 

a fevere Famine, that afflidted the Provinces of th6 

Raman Empire, and particularly Judaa. ■-[ 

* He was called to convert the Gentile World by i 

the particular Delignation of the Holy Ghoft, who^l 

by Revelation made to the Prophets and Teacherl 

of the Church of Antioch^ when they were engaged 

in Falling and Prayer, and other publick Excrcifei. 

of Religion, commanded that he (hbuld be fet 

apart with St. Paul to that Purpofe. Accordingly 

St. Barnabas in Company with St. Paul^ preached 

the Gofpel at Cyprus his Native Country, where zi\ 

Paphos^ a City of that lile, remarkable for the Woi^^ 

£hip of Venus ^ the Governor, .> Sergius Paiilus was 

converted. They failed from thence to Perga in 

Pamphylia^ where Mark, his Kinfman and their 

Companion, left them, dilcouraged by the Dangen 

they met with. After three Years Travel thro- 

the leffer ji^y with various Succefs, preaching the 

pofpel to feveral Cities, they returned again to 

Antioch in Syria. The Men of Lyftra compared 

St. Barnabas to yupiter, their fovereign Deity, 

either becaufe of his Age, or for the Gravity and 

Comelinefe of his Perfon, being, as Antiquity rc- 

prefents him, of a very venerable Afpeft. . 

In the Gontroverfy between the Jewijh and Gen- 
tile Converts, he ^t firft oppofed the Judaizerk 
with great Vigour, and went with St. Paul to con^ 
fuit the Church at jferufalem, where that Mat- 
ter was determined by a Synodical Decree of thfe 
Appftles and Elders ; but afterwards being drawti 
afideby the Condud of St. Peter ^ he diflemblcd 

his 
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liis Chriftian Liberty to pleafe the jfe^vi/h Con- 
verts J which his Companion St. Paul reproved in 
hiin. After a while thcfc two holy Men h. vnig 
'agreed to vifit the Churches they had pliin:<'d in 
'jifiay St. Barnabas propofed the taking his Kinf- 
man, Mark, along with them ; but St. jP^/zJ rcfufed 
toconfent to it, becaufe, in their former Travels, 
Mark had conlulted too much his own Eafe and 
-Safety, and had left them Paniphylia. The Iflue of 
'this Difpute was, that after a joynt Labour in their 
Miniftry, for fcveral Years, the Contention was fo 
•fharp between them that they parted, St. Paul 
VfithSilas went to the Churches of Syria and Ciliciay 
and St. Barnabas with Mark to his own Country, 
Cyprus. The Providence of God m;ide the Sepa- 
ration of thefe Apoltles turn to the Benefit of the* 
Church, by making Chriftianity thereby become 
more diffufive than if they had ftill continued toge- 
^ ther ;. and in that Mark, by St. PauJ"^ Severity, 
was brought to a Senfe of his former .ndiffcrciicy 
in the Work of the Gofpel, and became fo ufehit 
a Minifter of Chriji, that he defervcd not only to 
be a Companion of St. Paul, but received from 
him a high Teftimony of his Zed, that ke nvas 
profitable to him for the Miniftry. 

After this, St. Barnabas, as fome Writers lay, 
went into Italy, and preached the Gofpel at Rome^ 
and founded a Church at Milan \ though it is moft 
probable he fpent the Remainder of his Life at 
Cyprus^ in converting his own Countryman the 
yews ', as may be guefled from the Epiftle he 
writ, which feems manifcftly deligned for their 
Benefit. 

He fufFered Martyrdom, as it is thought, at Sala- 
mis^ a C^ty in the Ifland of Cyprus ; where fome 
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^ews^ wha came from 5yr/tf, fet upon him as he 
was difputing in the Synagogue ; in a Corner 
whereof, they (hut him up till Night, whence 
they brought him forth, and after exquifite Tor- 
tures ftoned him to Death. He was buried by 
his Kinfman Mark in a Cave not far diftant from 
t3ie City. The Remains of his Body are faid to be 
difcovered in the Reign of Zeno the Emperor, 
A. C. 485, and St. Matthew's Gofpel written in 
Hebrew, by St. Barjtabass own. Hand, lying up- 
.on his Breaft* 

The Life of St. John the Evangelifi. 

SAINT ^ohn the EvangeUft was a Galilean^ the 
Son of Zebedee and Salome^ younger Brother to 
St. JameSy with whom he was brought up in the 
Trade of Filliing, and with whom he was called ^ 
to be a Difciple and an Apoftlc of our Saviour. 
He is thought by the Ancients to be far the youn- 
geft of all the Apoftles, being under thirty Years 
old when he was firft called to that Dignity. And 
his great Age feems to prove as much, for dying 
about an hundred Years old, in the third Year of - 
Trajany he muft have lived zbovcfeventy Years af- 
ter our Saijiours Sufferings. 

He with his Brother James were ftyled Boaner^ 
gesy that is, the Sons of "Thunder. This Surname 
js thought more efpecially to be attributed to St. 
John, becaufe he fo clearly taught the Divinity of 
Jefus Chrifi in fublime Words, and delivered the 
Myfieries of the Go/pel m a profounder Strain, thaa 
the reft of the Evangeiijis ; upon which Account . 
he is affirmed by the Ancients^ not fo much to- 

/peak 
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(peak as to thunder. He was not only one of the 
three Difciplcs which our ^Saviour admitttd to the 
more private Paffages of his Life, but WaS the Dif^ 
ciple whom Jcfus loved^ who Ly in our Saviours 
Bofom at the Pafchal Supper, the nioft honourable 
Place of being next him, who was made ufe of by 
St. Pcter^ as the Difciple moft fimiliar with our 
Saviour^ to enquire whom he meant, when he 
iaid, one of them fl:ould betray him ; and to whom 
our Lord committed the Care of his Mother, the 
hkffed Virgin^ when he was leaving the World. 
St. "John fhewed his Scnfe of this particular Kind- 
ncfs of our Saviour towards him, by Returns of 
Kindnefs and Conftancyj flaying with him when 
the reft of his Difciples defcrted him. To this 
Caufc may be attributed his Zeal to punifli the 
Samaritans that affronted his Lord^ and perhaps 
alfo his Defire to fit on our Saviours Right Han4 
in his Kingdom, that he might have a nearer En- 
joyment of him in his Glory. And hence like- 
wife, (though upon the Surprife of our 6'aviours 
Apprchenfion, he fled with the reft of the A- 
poftles; after he had recovered himfelfj he con- 
fidently entered into the High-Prieji's Hall, and 
followed our Saviour tluough the feveral Stages of 
his Tryal, and at laft attended upon him at his 
Crucifixion ; owning him, as well as being owned 
by him, in the thickeft Croud of his moft inveterate 
Enemies; and having received the blejfed Virgin in- 
to his Houfe, according to our Saviours Recom- 
mendation, he treated her with Duty and honour- 
able Regard, and made her a principal Pi.rt of his 
Charge and Care. And indeed the true Love of 
"^efus ought to make us willing to accompany him 
to Mputtt Calvajy as well as to Moun; i'abor ; to 
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bear his Crofs, as well as to partake of his Glories. 
To be conftaiit to all the Duties of Friendfhip, ahd 
not to fufFer Misfortunes and Adverfity to abate thtf 
Vigour of them. To endeavour to adorn our Souls 
with fuch Difpofitions and Qmdifications, as may 
make us hope for a Share in the Love of our dear 
Redeemer. 

St. John feems to have had an cfpecial Intimacy 
with St. Peter. For upon the News of our Savi* 
our's Refurreftion, they two hafted together to the? 

. Sepulchre, It was to Peter that St. John gave thci 
Notice oi Chrili\ appearifig at the Sea of Tiberias in 
the Habit of a Strangtr : And it was for St. JohA 
that St Peter was follicitous what fliould become of 
him. Aficr the Afcenfion of our Lordy we find 
them both together going up to the Temple at the 
Hour of TVa)^r ; both preaching to the People, 
and both apprehended and thrown into Prifon, and 
the next Day brought forth to plead their Caufe 
before the Sanhedrim ; and both fent down by 

' the Apofiles to Samaria^ to fettle the Plantations 

. Philip had made in thofe Parts, where they baffled 
Simon Magus. ' \ 

The Province that fell to his Share was jffia: 
Though it is probable he continued in Judea till 

* ;after the blejjed Virgin's Death ; which is reckoned 
to happen 'dhoutjifteen Years after our Lord's Jf- 
cen/jon. He founded the Churches of SmyrTUij 
Pergamus^ Thyatira^ SardiSy Philadelphia^ Laodi' 
cea ; but his chief Place of Refidence was Ephtfus\ 
where St, Paul had many Years before fcttlwl i 
Church. Neither is it thought he confined his Mi- 

hiftry merely X,oAJia Mijior ; but that he preached 

in other Parts of the Eafi j probably Partbia^ hi? 

firft Epijik being anciently entitled to the Partbians.^ 
*' Sti 



1.1.. 

» ■ ."i 



[ "3 ] 

St. John was perfecuted by the Empcrof DdmU 
tian I being reprefented to him as an eminent A{^ 
fertor of Atheifm and Impiety, and a publick Sub^ 
vertcf of the Religion of the Empire^ By the 
Eoiperor's ' Command the Proconful of Afia ient 
him bound to ^ome^ where he received a Very 
barbaroug Treatment. He was cad into a Cauldron 
of boiling Oil, or rather Oil fet on Fire i but the 
Divine Providence, which fecured the three Hebrew 
Captives in the Flames of a burning Furnace^ 
brought this holy Man fafe out of what one would 
have thought an inevitable Ruin. Domitian beine 
difappointedj confidered not the Miracle ; but 
preicntly ordered him to be banilhed into the liland 
of Patmos, in the Archipelago^ where he remain- 
ed feveral Years, inftrui^ing the Inhabitants in th» 
Faith of Cbriji^ and where (in the mean while) 
he wrote his Revelation. The Emperor Netya 
revoked the fevere Edidts of his Predecefl!br^ and 
St. Jobn took the Advantage of that Indulgences 
and ^returned to Epbejus 5 where finding Ttmotbf 
their fiilbop martyrea, he governed thslt Chtfrcn 
uodl the Time of Trajan 5 about the beginning of 
whoie Reign he departed this Life, being abouc 
an hundred Years old, and never married. 

It is i^eported of St. John that going with ibmc 
of his Friendd to the Batb at Epbe/us, and under* 
ftandiRg that Cerinthus was at the fame Time 
bathkig) he immediately retired, exhorting his 
Friends to avoid a Place where waa fo Great an 
Enemy to the Truth, \c& t)x Batb Jbouldf all ujfm 
tbiir Heads, 

While he continued at Epbefus he feforted t3» 
^veral IKaces thc^ eaboilt^ to conftitute Bifhops an^ 
MiwAers, and to fettle other Afiairs among the 
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Churches. Now k happened that he came to ai 
certain City, not far frona EpbefuSy where he 
chaBced to cafl his Eye upon a youne Man, whom 
the Apoflle obferying to have fomethmg more than 
ordinary iii him, he recommended him to the Bi- 
shop, , iaying^ / commend to thee in the prefence of 
Cbriji and this Congregation this young Man^ di'^ 
fiting thy greateji Care and Diligence oiver him^ 
.The Bifbop received this Charge, and promifcd the 
performance of it. After this St. John returned 
to Ephefus^ and the Bi(hop took this young Mao 
borne with him, and inflru^^ed him . in the Chri- 
(lian Religion, with fo great Diligence, that find- 
ing him, as he thought, a real Convert, he bap:- 
tized him ; and a while after obferving him to 
profit in. Knowledge and Religion^ h6 committed 
to his Charge the Over£^ht of a Congregation on 
jthe Lord's Behalf. 

This young Man being Iqft at hi» own Liberty, 
it happened that feveral of his old Companiop^, 
imd looie Familiars reforted to him, who firft 
indeed him to FeaAs and Banquets ; they after^ 
wards perfuaded him to go out with them in the 
Night to rob and fleal,. and at lafl allured him 
to coniimit all manner of Wickednefs and Debaur 
chery with them ; in Ihort^ he foon became ^ 
hardned. that he ran with them into all man- 
ner of Excefs and Outrage : And thtts having 
forfaken God and his Ways, and forgotten . the 
wholefome Dodrines of Life and Salvation, . and 
being of a ready Wit,^ and a flout Courage^ he be- 
came Captain of this wretched Company of Thieves 
and Muriherers. 

After this the Apoflle had Occafion to go into 
. thofe Parts again. By the way he chanced to 

meet 



meet with this Bifliop; of whom he immediattlir 
required the Pledge, that in the Prefence of Chrift 
and die Congregation then prefent, he had com- 
mitted to his Charge. The Biihop was a little 
ftartled and amazed at the Words of St. Jobn^ 
fuppofing he had fpoken of fome Money, which 
the Apoftle had left in his Hands, and he had 
forgotten ; and therefore knew not what to fay ; 
which the Apoftle perceiving, faid, / mean the 
young Man^ the Soul of our Brother^ which I 
committed to thy Care. The Bifhop prefently fell a 
weeping, and cried out with a loud Voice, Alas^ 
iSirJ be is dead. How dead^ fays the Apoftle, of 
what ^Beatb died he^ and by what means ? Why^ Sir^ 
(ays the Bifhop, he is dead toward God:^ for he is 
iecome a wicked Man : He is turned a ^ief and 
Murtherer ; and^ in the Company of Villains and 
thieves Uke bimfelf frequents this Mountain^ 
Robbing and De/iroying Chriftian Peopk. When 
the Apoftle heard this, he rent his Garment, and 
with great Lamentation faid, / have left a goodly 
Keeper of the Soul of my Brother i get me a Horfe 
prefently^ and Provide me a Guide ; which Wis 
done accordingly. He immediately rode toward 
the Place where thefe Thieves frecpiented, and 
was ibon efpied, and fet upon by fome of them ; 
bnt he neitner flying nor refifling them, defired 
them to bring him before their Captain, which 
they did. He being all over armed began to look 
fiercely on St John-, but foon perceiving who he 
was, he was ftruck with fuch Shame aind Amaze- 
ment, that he began to flie from him ; which 
the old Man perceiving, made as much Hafte as 
he could after him, crying out, * My Son, why, 
* doft thou flie from thy Father ? What an armed 
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^ Man to run ficm a Man Naked and WeapAn* 
!*- left? A ftout young Man, to be a^d of a 
V weak old Man ? Hearken yet to thy Father, O 
' my Son. Do not defpair, nor be difcouraged i 

• there is yet hope of Eternal Life and Salvation 

• for thee : I will anfwer for thee to Jefus Cbriji^ 
^ if thou fincertly repent; I will die for theej if 

• need be, I will give my Life for thee, as our Sa^ 

• viour Cbriji gave his for us. Believe what I lay, 

• for Chriji hath fent me to thee. 

The young Man hearing him thus fpeak, flood 
ftill at firft, as amazed, and prefently his Heart and 
Courage fiuled him ; fo that cafting away his Wea«^ 
pons, he f^ll into a great Fear and Trembling, and 
wept and lamented mod bitterly his miferable Cont- 
dition ) and then coming to the old Man, he fell 
upon his Neck, embracing him ; and as well as he 
V^ould, for his Abundance of Tears, he fpake to 
him. Then the Apoftle began to comfort him, 
and to aiTure him. ^ Thar upon his hearty and 
^ fincere Sorrow for his Sins, he fhould obtain the 
^ Remiflion and Pardon of all his Wickednefs 
^ in the Blood of Jefus Cbrifi. Then the A- 

£)ft!e fell down upon his Knees, and prayed |br 
m, and alio kifs d his Murtherine Right-FIand 
(which the young Man had himerto hid for 
Shame) which the ApofUe told him, he hoped 
Was now thoroughly purged by hearty Repentr 
ance ; and fo brought him back to the Congregar 
^tion, and continiied with him for fome Time in 
conflant Praying, and frequent Faflings, and in 
ftrengtheqing and confirming his Mind with good 
GcHinf^ls and Admonitions in the Faith of the Gof^ 
pel of Cbrifi^ till he had made him an eminent 
Examf^e ^ Regeneratbn and Converfipn to God. 

St. 
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it.yobn left behind him hie Gofpel, three Epi« 
tt\e6j and his fiook of Revelations. The Occafion 
of his writing his Gofpel^ was, that he might ob« 
viatp the early Herefies of thofe Times, particu* 
larly of Ebion^ Cerintbus^ and others, wh > be- 

in to deny Chris's Divinity, or that he had any 
Jxiftence before the Incarnation; and that he might 
; fopply thofc Parages of the Evangelical Hiftory, 
I ?irhich the reft of the Sacred Writers had omitted. 
The Subjed he treats of is fublime and myfterious; 
upon which Account he is generally by the Anci* 
lents reiembled to an Eagle foaring aloft ; and pe« 
i culiarly honoured with the Title of Divine. His 
firft Epiftle is Catholick, calculated for all Times 
and Places, as well as Perfons ; containing moft ex» 
cellent Rules for the Conduft of the Chriflian 
life, with a j^ticular Regard to Charity, the 
{vincipal Vein that runs through all his Writings, 
gnd wais the laft Subjeft he recommended to 
his Hearers : For when Age and Weaknefs dif^ 
abled him from pre^hing, yet at every publick 
Meeting in the Church» he exhorted them with 
thcfc Words, Little Children^ love one another. 
His Auditors, wearied with the conftant Repetition 
of the fame Thing, enquiring the Reafon of it, re- 
ceived from him this Apfwer ; This is lohat our 
Lord fkith commanded^ and if we can do this^ 
^ev need dfi? nothing elfe. Love is the proper Badge 
Md Cbgnifgnce qf the Chriftian Profefiion, by 
whiph the Difciples of Jefus were to be diftinr 
gujffaed from the Difciples of any other Infti- 
tution* And in the firft Ages, Chrtftians were fq 
eminent for the Pradice of this Virtue, that it 
became a Proverb among the Heathens, Behol4 
haw theft Cbriftians love one another. And all this 

en- 
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enforced upon us by the Examfde of the Son of 
God^ whofc whole Life and Death was one ,con^ 
tinucd Proof of his Love to Mankind. And hft 
inftitiited the blefled Sacrament to be a lively Re^ 
membrance of that his great Charity, and to be a 
perpetual Bond of Love and Union among his Fol- 
lowers. Nay we ought alfo to love our Enemiei 
as well as our Friends, as Cbriji hath loved UB j to 
be concerned for the Salvation of their Souls, and 
to ufe all proper Means to recover them fioni 
a State of Sin and Infidelity. 

The Life of Dionyfius the 

Areopagite. 

DI ON Y S lU S the Areopagite^ was bori 
^X. Athens, He travelled \x\\oEgyft to get 
Skill in Aftronomy. At the Age of 25 Years, at 
HeliopoliSy whilft he lived with ApoUophanes the 
Philofopher, he faw that general Eclipfe of the 
Sun at our Saviour's Paflion, and as one amazed^ 
faid, * Either the G(?^ of Nature fufFers, or the Frame 

* of ^he World is diflblved :' And to another; ^Gfd 

* unknown in the Fle(h doth fuffer, for whofe Sake 
^ the Univerfe is covered with this thick Darkpefs.' 

St. Paul coming to Athens^ and efpying an Altar 
with this Infer iption, Th the unknown Godj took 
Occafion from thence to preach of the true God^ of 
the Refurreftion, and Judgment to come : Where- 
upon by the great Philofophers of that City, \A 
was accounted a wicked and facrilegious Perfon, 
for which he was carried by them to Afor's his 
Hill, where the Court of the Areopagites fatj 

which 
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which was the chief Judicatory m that City : Bat 

he preached before^ thofe Judges with fuch divine 

Eloquence, and forcible Arguments, that, through 

God's Mercy, he converted this Dionyfiiis^ the 

chief Prefident of the Judges, with Damaris his 

Wife, who ufed Paul very courteoufly, and were 

. intruded by him in the Knowledge of our Lord 

\ 7(/tfi Chriji I So that within three Years Space, he 

\ l^ecame an admirable Inftrument to propagate the 

Gofpel of our Saviou/ Jefus Chriji. 

Then he was ordained Paftor of the Church at 
Athens hy Paul, where .for a good while he 
preached the Word of God with great Wifdom^ 
Zeal and Diligence -, and as a wife Harveft-man 
brought in many Sheaves of Corn into God's Barn. 
Afterwards he went to Ephefus to vifit St. Jobn^ 
miSt,Pauly by whofe Perfuafion (leaving one 
Publius to look to his Flock at Athens) he went to 
TSii^me^ at which time Clement governed that Church, 
And having converfed awhile with Clement^ he in- 
treated him to go into France to preach the Go& 
pel there, and to give Knowledge of Salvation to 
that Nation. This he willingly undertook; and 
judging Paris to be the fitteft Place to refide in, he 
ib laboured amongfl them, that in a fhort fpace, 
through God's Blefling^, he brought many Sheep 
into the Fold of ChriJl^ and that not only of ^the 
meaner Sort, but many rich, noble^ and great 
Perfoiis, who overthrowing theTeniples of their 
falfe Gods, erected new Places for the Service of 
ther trueG^^. But this Progrefs of the Golpel 
being envied by Satan, he ftirred up the idolatrous 
Pticfts, who fubomed many to difpatch Dionyfius | 
but there was fiich a Luftre in his Countenance, 
that when they beheld him,- fgme of their Hearts 
• '-"^ ' failed 
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failed them ; others were fo affrighted, that the; 
fled away. 

Shortly after, Sijinius the Prefeft, gave Com^ 
mand that Dionyfius^ with his Fellows^ (houid bq 
apprehended; and when he was brought before 
him, he fharply reproved him, for that he had 
preached againfl the Worfhip of their Gods : H^ 
therefore required him to confefs his ErroTi and to 
flop up that Breach which he had made, leaving 
off thofe Novehies, and unheard of £>oArines| 
that by his Recantation the People might fee kow 
vainly they had been feduced, and fo return to 
their antient Rites and Cuftoms again* 

To this Diomfius with great Zeal, Wifdom 
and Eloquence, anfwered ; ' That they wer^ no 
^ Gods whom they worfhipped^ but Idols, and the 
' Works of Men's Hands ; that it was throogb 
^ meer Ignorance and Folly, that they adored them \ 
Adding, ^That there was but one trueGo^^ accord* 
* Ing as he had preached : ' At which Words, Sijt^ 
mus being exceedingly incenfed, commanded faun 
to be beheaded. Dionyfius nothing terrified heii^ 
with, told him ^ That he worihippedfuchGodsas 
^ wbuld periih like Dung upon the Earth i' iii 
as for myfelf (faid he) come Ufe^ came Deaths 1 
will worjhip none but the God of Heaven and 
Earth. 

This fo enraged the Prefect, that he commasid* 
ed him prefently to be executed : Wheteupon be 
was'huted out of the City to the Top of an h^ 
Mountain, and delivered to the Officers to be tof^ 
xnented, which was accomplifhed with all tbo 
Cruelty that could be. Then lifting up his Bye 
and Hands to Heaven he faid, '^ Lord God A 
'^ mighty^ tbou only begotten Son ondHbfy Spirii 

< 
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^'O f acred Trinity^ which drt without Beginnings 
" and in whom is no Divijion^ receive the Soul of 
•* thy Servant^ that is put to death for thy Caufe: 
Which Prayer being ended, he was beheaded. 

He fufFered Martyrdom in the Reign of Adrian^ 
m the Year of Chrift 96, and of his own Age 
ifio. 

He ufed to fay, that he defired thefe two things 
df God : Firft, That he might know the Trutfi 
himfelf : Secondly, that he might preach it as he 
ought unto others. 

The Life of Ignatius. 

IGNATIUS faw Chrift in the Flefh, being 
about 1 2 Years old at his Crucifixion : The 
Occafion of his Apprehenfion was this. Tra- 
jan returning from the Parthian War, commanded 
gratulatory Sacrifices to be oflfered in every City. 
When he came to Antioch^ Ignatius was required 
to be preient at tholle Sacrifices ; but he, before 
Trajaf^s Pace, juftly and fliarply reproved their I- 
dblatry ; for which Caufe he was delivered to ten 
Soldiers to be carried to Rome. He was Paftor of 
the Church at jintioch^ next after the Apoftle 
Peter. 

As he paflcd through Afia^ ftridlly guarded 
with that Troop of Soldiers, he confirmed the 
Congregations through every City where he came, 
preaching the Word of God to them, and giving 
them wholefome Exhortations ; cfpecially charg- 
ing them to avoid the Herefies lately fprung up, 
and which at that time over-flowed the Church ; 

Q^ recjuiring 
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requiring them ftedfaftly to cleave to the Traditional 
of the Apoftles, and to their Doftrine. < 

When he came to Smyrna^ where Polycarp wa»| 
Biihop, he wrote an Epiflie to the Church at £-»< 
[pbeJiiSy making mention of Onejimus their Pailor 5' 
and another to the Church of Magnefia on thq| 
Kivct Meander J wherein he forgot not Damoji 
their Bifhop : Another he wrote to the Church ^ 
Traiksj whole Paftor at that time he mentionethii 
to be Poly bins y to which Epiftle he prefixed an Ex-: 
hortation to them not to refufe Martyrdom, lefb 
thereby they fhould lofe their Hope that was laid^ 
up for them ; for which end he ufeth thefe Ex- 
preffions,: 

From Syria (faith he) even till I came to ' 
Romiy I had a Battle with Beails, as well by , 
" Sea as by Land, Night and Day, being bound 
amongft ten cruel Leopards," (fo he called the 
ten Solders that guarded him) ^* which, the more 
Benefits they received at my Hands, became ib 
much the worie to me : But I, being exercifed, 
and now well acquainted, , with their Injuries, 
am taught every Day more and more to bear the 
Crofs, yet hereby am I not juftified. Would to 
*' God I were once come to the B^fts that are 
^ prepared for me, which I wi(h alfo may fall 
upon me with all their Violence ; whom alfp I 
will provoke, that without Delay they may de- 
vour me, and not abflain from me, as they have 
from fbme others, whom for Fear they have 
left untouched. And if they be unwilling to it, 
I will compel them to fall upon me. Pardon 
me, I pray you, I know well how much this 
will avail me. Now do I begin to be a Difci- 
plc of my Mafter Chrif):, I regard not Things 
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vifiWe fo I may gain Chrift. Let Fire, Crofs, 
Breaking of my Bones, Quartering of my 
Members, Bru thing my Body, and all the Tor* 
ments that Men and the Devil can invent fall 
upon me, fo I may enjoy my Lord %/«^ 
Cbn/lr 

Writing to Polycarp^ whom he knew to be a 
Man, he recommends to him the Congrega-* 
at ^tiocb^ praying him to be careful of the 
nefs diere, and efpecially the Election of ^ 
ly Bifhop in his room j thereby proving himfelf 
be a iincere and right Paftor, talcing fuch Care 
his Flock, not only whilft he lived, but even 
his Death. When his Martyrdom ap- 
ed, he faid, / am God's Corn j when the 
Id Beafls have ground me to Powder with their 
'eetby I Jhall be his ijphite Bread. He was fo 
mble, that he difdained not to learn of any. He 
Martyrdom the eleventh Year of "Trajan 
Hme^ ii) the Year 1 1 1. His ufual Saying was, 
Livf is crucijiedy naeaning either Chrift th? 
eft of bis Love ; or that his AfFedtions wcrg 
xmcificd to the World. 

\ Nicbepborus reports, that when Ignatius was a 
fchifd, our Saviour would take him up in his 
prms; and (hew him to his Difciples; it mav be, he 
pas one of thofe little Children that were brought 
Cbrijiy that he might touch them j or that little 
Ihild, whom Jefus took, and fet in the midft of 
is Difciples to learn them Humility. He law 
V^ft attcr hjs Refurreftion, as himfelf writes in 
■ne of bis Epiftles. * Traly I did fee him after 
hisR^fiirreAion in theFlefh, and do believe that 
it is he, efr/ 
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He ufed to fay, ^ That there is nothing Ikttei 
than the Peace of a good Confcience, 

* That good and wicked Men, are like true and 
counterfeit Money ; the one feems good, and i 
not; the other, both feems and is good. 

^ That the Lyon's Teeth arc but like a Milli 
which though it bruifeth, yet waftcth not 
good Wheat; only prepares and fits it to be ms 
pure Bread. Let me (faith he) be broken 
them, fo I may be made pure Manchet 
Heaven, 

* Parents ought to afford thefe three Things 
their Children; Corredlion, Admonition, 
InflruiSion, both in human Arts, and 
Word : All which preferve them from Idlen( 
and Folly, give them Wifdom, and Jcam 
Subjpijion to their Superiors, 

' Other •Graces are Parts of a Chriftian's Ai 
mourj as, the Shield of Faith, the Sword of 
Spirit, fcrV. but Patience is the Panoply 
whole Armour of the Man of God. The ~ 
my foils us without it ; but we foil him 
Grace flowing from the blefTed Spirit of 
makes the Soul like a Fountain, whofc Water 
pure, wholefome and clear; for Grace beaut 
ties, elf anfeth, and fo faveth the whole Man/ 



Go(t\ 
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The Life of yuftin Martyr. 

HP was born 2XNeapolis^ a City iptheCouptfl 
of Palejiiney being Son to Prifcus Bacbiui 
who during his Nonage, caufe^ Wm to be inftrar 



b. cd io Learning, who by his acute Wit and ready 

Underftanding, attained to fuch Perfedlion, that 

: he became a famous Philofopher : But not refting 

I there, he fought for fomething more Divine, and 

thereupon tryed moft of the tlchools and Learned 

. Men of that Age. Tnfomuch, that for his more 

i:. than ordinary Acquirements, he was efteemed by 

; all that knew him -, but when he grew up to pcr- 

fedt Years, he ftill contemplating upon the Nature 

oif Divine Beings ; at laft it pleafcd God to endue 

him with his Holy Spirit, and by the means of 

Saving Knowledge, to give him a right Under- 

ilanding of what before he beheld but dimly. 

The means that firft brought him to embrace 
Chriilianity, was his beholding the conflant, un- 
daunted and courageous Suffering of fuch as laid 
down their hives for the Tejiimony of the Lord 
Jefus. Being thus grounded, as he was walking 
upon the Sea-fhore, he met an old Man of venera- 
T ble Afpedt j who after fome Difcourfe, told him, 
^ • That Philofophy could not diredt him to Hea- 
,- * ven, for that was a Science that was clouded 

* fixMii the true Knowledge of God^ and Eternal 

* Life/ And upon reafoning with him about the 
Immortality of the Soul, and a future State of 
Happinefs, he fo confirmed him, that he was 
a ilridl FrofeiTor of Chriilianity, and a great Op-, 
pofer of Hereticks, and fuch as fomented Divifi- 
ons in the Church, by his Learning confounding 
their Arguments in feveral Difputations, not only 
at Epbejus^ but in many other Places. 

He drew up an Apology in the Defence of the 
Chriftian Rehgion, fhewing the Unlawfulnefs and 
Wickednefs of Perfecution, which he fcnt to the 
Emperor and Senate oi Rome, 

After 
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After his having painfully preached the Gofpel 
in many Countries, he came to Romfy where he 
had many Contefts with the Philofophcrs and Sa-^ 
gcs; and was at laft by the Procurement of one > 
CrefcenSy condemned, and accordingly beheaded, 
jinno Cbrijli 139 ; and as Epipbaniushi^tf^^^^^ 
the Reign of jidrian^ fome Time before he prog- 
noflicated his Death. So fell this faithful Labou- 
rer in Chriji*s Vineyard. 

He ufed to fay, * That which the Soul is in the 

* Body, that are Chriflians in the World ; for as 

* the Soul is in, and not of the Body, fo Chrifti- 

* ans are in, but no Part of the World. j4nd alfOy 

* It is beft of all not to Sin ; and next to that, to 

* amend upon the Puniftiment. Furthermore^ 

* That it is the greatefl: Slavery in the Woldj^ to 

* be fubjedl to one's Paflions.' 



The Life of Poly carp. 

POLYCARP was a Difciple to St. Jobn^ 
and Biihop of Smyrna. He went with St. 
JoLm to the Bath at Epbefus ; when he went away 
without bathing to avoid the Company of Cerin* 
thut the Heretick. 

The Hiftory of his Martyrdom is fet forth in 
an Epiflle, written by his own Church at Smyrna^ 
to the Brethren of Pontus^ out of which, 1 Ihall 
tranfcribe, fo much as concerns this Matter. 

** The Congregation which is at Smyrna^ to the 
Congregation which is at Philomeliumy and to all 
the Congregations throughout Pontus j Mercy to 

you. 
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you. Peace, and the Love of G^ J the Father, and of 
€iarL0'dyefusCbn/ihc mu\tip\y*d, Amen. We have 
written untoyou (Brethren ) of thofe Men which have 
iiifiered Manyrdom, and particularly of blefTed 
Polycarpy who by fhedding his Blood, hath (thro* 
Gfl^sMcrcy) put an end to this Perfecution." 

This holy Man hearing of the cruel Perfecution 
abroad, was therewith nothing terrified, but re- 
tained the immoveable Tranquility of his Mind, 
and continued ftill in the City, till at length he 
was perfuaded through the Importunity of his 
Friends, to betake himfelf to a certain Farm-houfe, 
not far from the City ; where he remained, with a 
few others, exercifing himfelf Night and Day in 
Prayer, making humble Supplications, as his ufual 
Manner was, for the Peace and Tranquility of all 
the Churches in the World. Having been in Pray- 
er three Days before his Apprehenfion, and now 
I fallen afleep, he faw in a Vifion by Night, the 
Pillow under his Head fet on Fire, and luddenly 
confumed to Aihes ; which when he awaked, he 

I interpreted to them that were prefent, to fore-fig- 

Inify that his Life was near at an End, and that 
his Body fliould be burned for the Teftimony of 
Cbrtft. 

When the Searchers' were now at hand^ ahd all 
the People cryed out, Let us fearch out Polycarp j 
at the earneft Entreaty of his Friends, he removed 
to another Village, unto which the Searchers com- 
ing, cai^ht two Boys, and fcourged them, till 
one of them confefled, and led them to Polycarp's 
Lodging : Yet might he eafily have efcaped ; but 
he would not, faying, The Will of the Lord be 
done; and fo coming to them, he communed with 
them very chear/uii/ ; fo that it was v/oadpct\A x.c> 




[ 128 ] 

fee thofc, which a liltle before knew not the Man^ 
now beholding and viewing his comely Age, and 
his ^rave and conftant Countenance, lamented that 
they had fo employed themfelves for the Appre- 
henfion of fo worthy a Perfon : But he on the con- 
trary commanded, that the Table (hould be prc- 
fcntly fpread for them, intreating them to eat, 
and dine well, requeftiug but one Hour's Space to 
make his Prayers unto God-, which they aflenting 
to, he arofe and went to Prayer, and being reple- 
nifhed with the Grace of God^ he poured out his 
Soul, that all that heard him praying, were afto- 
nifhed at it ; yea many of his Enemies were forry 
'that fo holy and aged a Man fhould be put to 
Death. 

The Hour being now come, wherein he was to ; 
fet forwards, they fet him upon an Afs, brought 
him to the City oi Smyrna upon a folemn Feaft- 
day, and there met him Herod ^ the Magiftratc, 
and his Father Nicetes^ who receiving him into j 
their Chariot, faid unto him, fVhat Harm is it to * 
fayy Lord Caefar, to facrijice^ and Jo to befaved? At 
firft he anfwered nothing, but when they urged 
him again, he faid, ' I will not do as you counfcl 
* me:' They perceiving that he would not be per- 
fuaded, gave him very rough Language, and at laft 
tumbled him out of their Chariot : But he, as 
though he had received no Injury, nor Hurt 
went chearfuUy and apace to the Theatre 
ing come thither, a Voice came down from Hea 
ven ; Be of good Chear^ Polycarp, and play the * ■ 
Man : The Speaker no Man faw, but the Voice 'i 
was heard by many of us. fc 

The Multitude was in a Rage, and the Procon- c 
ful demanded of him, vsrhether he was that P^/l 

lycarp^ 
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fycdrp ? Yet withal, beckoning to him to deny it, 
he 4id, * Have refpcd: unto thine Age, tender 

* thjdelf : Swear by the Fortune of C^r : Repent of 
' what is paft, and fay, remove the Wicked/ But 
Polycdrp looking about upon the Multitude -with 
a itediaft Countenance, and cafting up his Eyds 
towards Heaven, faid, * Remove O Lord thefe 

* wicked' Yet theFroconful urged him again, lay- 
ing, * Swear, and I will let thee go ; blafphemfe 

* Qjrift, and thou fhak be fafe :' To whom Poly- 
carp^ anfwered 5 * Fourlcore and Six Years have I 

* fcrvcd Chriji^ neither hath he ever offended me 
^ in any Thing, and how then can I revile him 

* now ?' The Proconful ftill urged, and faid^ 

* Swear by the Fortune of Cafar\ Poly carp replyed, 

* If thou reqtiireft of me^ that I (hoiild protcft the^ 

* Forttme of C^/2rry pretending that thou knowefl: 
^ not what I am } Know that I am a Chriftian : 

* And if thou defireft to know the Dodrine of 
^ Chriflianity^ appoint a Day, and thou (halt hear 

* it. Perfuade the People unto this', feid the Pro- 
coofiiL Truly, iaid Polycarp^ * I thought it my 

* Part to make this Tender unto you, tecaufe wfc 

* arc commanded of God to give unto Governors 

* and Powers, whom he hath ordained, the Ho^ 

* nour and Obedience, which is due unto them, 
' and not hurtful unto us : But as for thefe People, 

* I deem them not competent Judges, and there- 

* fore will not purge myfelf before them \ Then 
laid the Proconfol, * I have wild Beads to devour 

* thee, uniefs thou repent/ Polycarp anfwered, 

* Bring them forth : For we have determined with 

* ourfelves not to repent nor to turn from Good 

* to Evil : It's more convenient for you to turn 

* from EvU to that which is Good. I will, faid 

R the 
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Proconliil, * tame tbec with Fire, if ' thou let 

* nought by the wild Beafts, and wilt not repent :' 
To which Polycarp anfwered, ' You threaten me 

* with Fire, which (hall laft but an Hour ; but 

* thou art ignorant of the everlafting Fire at the 

* Day of Judgment, and of thofe endiefs Tor- 

* ments, which are referved for the Wicked. B»t 

* why make you all thefe delays ? Appoint to me 
' what Death you pleafe.' 

Whilft he fpake thefe Things ; he was replc- , 
niflied with Joy and Boldnefs, and his Counte- \ 
nance appeared fo full of Grace and Gravity, that 
it was evident, be was nothing troubled with the 
cruel Threats of the Proconful j but on the con- 
trary, the Proconful himfelf began to be amazed, . 
and fent for the Cryer, commanding him in the 
niidft of the Theatre to cry three Times : Polycarp 
hath confejjed himfelf^ to be a Cbrijiian^ Hereupon ; 
the Multitude both of Jews and Gentiles^ inhabit- 
ing 5/7?yr«^, cryed out in a great Rage, ' This is that 
• * l3o(ftor of jljia ; the Father of the Chriftians ; 
' the Overthrower of our Gods, who hath taught 

* many that our Gods are not to be adored f And { 
thereupon they cryed to the Proconful, that a ' 
Lyon might be let loofe to devour him. But he -j 
told them that he might not do it, for that the } 
Game of Beafts was now finiflied. Then they cryed ; 
with one Voice, that Polycarp fhould be burned 
alive. To which, when the Proconful had af- 
fentedj the Multitude forthwith carried Logs ^nd 
Wood out of their Shops and Booths ; efpeciaily 
the JewSy after their wonted Manner, were very 
forward herein. 



Tic 




t '31 ] 

The Pile being prepared, Polycarp put off his 
Appirel; being thus made ready, when they 
would have nailed him to the Stake, he laid; Nay, 
fiiffer me even as I am -j for he that hath given me 
Strength to come to this Fire, will alfo give me Pa^ 
tiefice to perjevere therein without your fining of 
my hoiy with Nails. Then they bound his Hands 
behind him, which done, he prayed thus : 

O Father $f thy well- Moved and blejjed Son 
Jeiiis Chrift, through whom we have known thee ; 
O God ^f Angehj Powers, and of every living 
Creature, and of juft Men which live in thy Pre^ 
fence: I thank thee that thou haft gracioufty vouch- 
fafed this Day, and this Hour, to allot me a Por- 
tion amongfi the Number of Martyrs, to drink of 
the CupofChn^, unto the RefurreSlion of ever la ft^ 
ing Life, both of Body and Soul, through the Ope-- 
ration of the Holy Spirit^ amongfi whom. Ift^all this 
Day be received into thy Sight for an acceptable Sa-- 
crifce; and as thou haft prepared, and revealed 
this before-hand, fo thou haft now accompliftoed and 
fulfilled the fame, thou moft true God, can ft not 
lye ; wherefore for all thefe Things I praife thee, I 
blefi tbeCy I glorify thee, through the everlafting 
Bift^p and Shepherd of our Souls, Chrift Jefus : To 
whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoft, be all Honour 
and Glory, World without end Amen. 

Having ended his Prayer, the Tormentors kind- 
led thcFire. The Flame vehemently flaflied about ; 
which was terrible to the Beholders. But the 
Flame framing itfelf after the mianner of a Vault, or 
Sail of a Ship, touched not the holy Martyr's Body. 
The Perfecutors perceiving that the Fire touched 
not bis Body, called for an Executioner to thru ft 
him into the Side with a Spear ^ which being done, 

R 2 \}c\^^t 
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there iflued out fuch Abundance of Blood a^ 
quenched the Fire, to the great Aftouifhmcnt of 
the Beholders. 

Then did the Jews ftir up Nicetes^ the Father of 
Herod^ and his Brother Dalces to move the Pro- 
conful, that his Bcxly might not be dehvered to the 
Chriftians j leaft (fay they) leaving Chrijl^ they 
fall to worfhip him : This they faid through their 
Ignorance, not knowing that we ca«^ never forlake 
Cbrift^ which died for our Salvation, to wor (hip 
any other. For we vyorfliip Chri/i as the Son or 
God. The Martyrs we love as the Difciples and 
Followers of the Lord, and that worthily, for the 
invincible Love wjiich they bear to their King and 
Mailer. Hereupon the Proconful caufed his Body 
(to fatisfy the Jews) to be laid upon a Pile di 
Wood, and burned. 

He was a faithful and conftant Witnefs to the 
Truth ; and by his Wiidom, Zeal and Piety, re^ 
called many from Hereiies and Errors. 

He fo detefled Hcreticks, that when Marcitm^ 
(one of his former Acquaintance; met him at Rome^ 
and wondering that he took no Notice of him, he 
faid^ Doji thou not know me^ Polycarp ? Tea^ faid 
he, / know thee well, ihou art thejirji^born Son of 
the Devil. 

His manner was to flop his Ears if at any time 
he heard the wicked Speeches of Hereticks, and 
to fhun thofe very Places where fuch Speeches had 
been utter'd. He fuffer'd Martyrdom in the Ic* 
venth Year of Verus^ in the Year of our J^ord 170, 
in the 80th Year of his Age. 



The 
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The Life of Jrenaus. 

" T E was born in Afia^ though his Pafeiits 
"j[ were Grecians ; who, as feme think, fled 
ither to avoicj the Storm of Perfecution. In his 
linority he was under the Tutorage cS P$lytirp 
iihop of Smyrna. 

Grbwpg up to Maturity, he went into France^ 
here be was ordained a Minifler of the Church at 
yms ; and there taught and in(lru(^ed his Flock^ 
ren in the moft perilous Times ; not only by rea- 
m of the Perfecutions that were raifed by the 
[eathen Emptors, but by the Troubks that hap- 
sned by reafon of the Sefts and Herefies that 
wrung up 5 yet he io wifely ordered his Affairs^ 
lat in a ftiort time he brought Things into a peace- 
Die Condition. After the Martyrdom of Photinus^ 
e w^s by the general Confent of the Brethren, 
lade Bifhop of Lyom^ where he continuing for 
le Space of 23 Years, brought a Number over 
) the Faith of Chrift, and confounded the 
Joftrine of the Hereticks, as Montanus^ Theodo^ 
uSy jilciiiadeSy Maximilian and others, who 
)read abroad their Infeftion to corrupt Chriftia- 
ity Xt After which, he fent Letters to Eleutberius, 
len Bi(hop of Rome^ to defire him to be deligent 
I keeping the Church in perfedt Unity. He 
TOte five Books againft Herefy, wherein he like- 
^ife fet down the damnable poftrine o( the He- 
:ticks« 

After 
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After he had fat Bifhop, and difpenfed with 
many Difficulties, God was pleafed to give Peace 
to his Church, but it continued not long, 
for after the Death of Commodu^y Severus fucceed- 
ing, he raifed up the fifth Perfecuticm ; during 
which, the Chriftians went to wreck on all Sides, 
but efpecially at Lyons : Infomuch that by reafoti 
of the Number that were (lain, the Blood in A- 
bundance ran down the Pavements ; after fome 
time, this Holy Man being taken, with fevcral of 
his chief Friends, they were led to the Top of a 
Hill, on which were placed Crofles on one Hand, 
and Idols on the other ; and they put to their 
Choice, either to embrace the Idols and live, or be 
crucified : Upon which, they joyfully choie the 
latter, fiiflTering Martyrdom in the Year of Chrtfi 182, 
and of Irenaus his Age 60, or as fome will have it, 
90. 

He compared the Hereticks and Schifmaticks to 
Mfof^ Dogy that loft the Subftance of Religion^ 
whiljl they gaped too earnelily after the Shadow^ 

Concerning the Vanity of Earthly Things, he 
faid, IVhat Profit is there in that Honour^ which 
is Jo JJjort'livedy as that perchance it was not lef- 
terdaVy neither will be T^o-morrow ? andfucb Men 
as labour Jo much for ity are but like Frothy which 
though it be upper mofty yet it is unprofitable. 

The Life of yohn Hufs. 




J 



O H N H U S S, was born at a little Towa 
called HuJJinhsy about eighteen Miles from 

Prague 
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Prague in Bohemia^ under the Hercynian Wood, 
of mean but religious Parents, who carefully 
trained him up in Religion and I^earning ; having 
profited much at School, he went to the Univer- 
fity at Prague ; and whilft he was a Student there, 
he met with JVickliff\ Books, from whence he 
firft took Courage to profefs the Truth. 

In the Year 1393, he commenced Batchelor of 
Arts with good Approbation of the whole Uni- 
verfity: And in 1396, he commenced Mafter of 
ArtS) about which time two godly Noblemen of 
Prague built the Church of Bethlehem ; and in the 
Year 1400, Mr. Hufs was chofen Paftor thereof, 
who fed his People with the Bread of Life, and not 
with the Pope's Decrees, and other human In- 
ventions. 

The Year after he was chofen Dean of the U- 
niy^rfity ; and in the Year 1409, by the Confent 
of tlie whole Univerfity, he was chofen Redor of 
it. He continued in the Exercife of his Miniftry 
with admirable Zeal, Diligence and Faithfulnefs, 
• about the Space of 1 2 Years, preaching and in- 
ibruAing his People in the Principles of Divinity, 
which he confirmed by the holy Scriptures, and 
adorned by an exemplary and blamelefs Life. He 
vigoroufly oppofed the Pope's Proceedings, where- 
upon the Devil envying the Peace and Progrefs of 
thc^Gofpel, ftirred up Pope Alexander Y. againft 
him, who cited hitaxoRomey to anfwer tofuch 
Articles as fliould be laid againft him ; where- 
upon Hufs fent his Prodlors to Rome^ who ap- 
peared for him, anfwered the Charge, and cleared 
his Innocency ; yet did the Pope and his Cardinals 
condemn him for an Heretick and excommUnica- 
I ted : him^ The Popifh Clergy and fome of the 
\ \ Barons 
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Barons of Bohemia oppofed Hujs, htin^ itoft dJL 
communicated ; and King fVenceJlaus bani^hei 
him ; but he was entertained in the Country, aoA 
protedled by thcLordof //w^Wj, where he preacb^ 
ed in the f^anfh Church, and £bme Places adjacenti^ 
Confuting the Popilh Doftrine of Nkrit> of Work^? 
and tedifying againfl the Pride, Idknefe^ Cruieky* 
and Avarice of the Rvman Court and Clecgy ; MuKr 
titudes of Perlbns reporting to his Miniftry. 

Sometimes alfo he repaired to his Chiirdbr i£ 
Betbkbem^ and preached there* Upon the l^qieM ^ 
Death, the Caidinals being divided, ehofe tfaroi>l ' 
Pope's, whereupon there was a Council .called att 
Cmftance. In the Year 1414^ unta wluch CbuQ*l 
cil the Emperor Sigifmund commanded. Hie^ ttf. 
come, giving him his fafe Condud i(x his coiniaf ^ • 
aod return. 

OSober 1 5, John Hufs began his Journey tof" 
wards Canftance^ being accompanied by two.No^j 
blemen, yobrty Lord de Clum^ and Wencefiam it. 
Duba^ and their Followers^ Mr. Hufs relying', 
upon the Goodnefs of his Caufe, dbe Clearne& d* 
his Confcience, and the Emperor's iafe Condud^ 
with a cheerful Mind and undaunted Spirit, went ; 
to Conftance^ and in his Journey fet up Writii^; 
in every City, the Tenor whereof was this ; Nfc 
JobnHufs^ Batcbelor of Divinity^ goetb now ta tbl- 
Council of Conftance, there to declare bis Frnti- 
which be bath hitherto holden^ and even at tbisfre^ 
fent doth hold, and by God's Grace will bold^ and: 
defend even to the Death ; therefore even as be bath 
manifejied through all the Kingdom of Bohemia by 
bis Letters and Intimations , willing before his De^ 
parture thence to have fatisfied and given an Accowtt ' 
of his Faith unto every Man which JhtmldtdyeB- of 
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itf mtf thing again/i him in the general Gm^cation 
held in the Archbipcp g/ Prague'/ Couri : So alfo be 
dotb dejite if there be any Man in this Nobie and Im- 
[ferial City that can impute any Error or Herefy to 
Um^ that he would prepare himfelf to come unto the 
Oumcili forafmucbas the fata Mr. John Hufs, is 
ready to jatisjy every Man at the /aid Council ivbicb 
\pau lay any thing to bis Charge y as touching hit 
Faiths In all Cities as he pafled by^ efpccially 
when he entred into Germany^ a great Number of 
Be(H)le reforted to him^ and he was everywhere 
r kinoly entertained, efpecially by the Citizens and 
Bkirgedes, infomuch that he confdSed in a certain 
EpilUe, that he found in no Place fo great Ene^ 
lilies as in Bohemia. And when he came to No^ 
\rmiberg^ certain Merchants that went before, ha^ 
^g given Notice of his coming, almoft all the 
•Priefi^ that were in the City came to him, defiring 
that they might talk with him in Private : To 
whom he anfwered, * That he defired rather to de«- 
' dare his Mind openly / and fo from Dmner-time 
till Night, he fpake bUbre the Priefts, Senators^ 
and many Citizens, infomuch that they all had him 
in Angular Eftimation and Reverence. One of his 
great Adverfaries {Stanijlaus Znonuiy) a Bohemian, 
as he was going towards Conjiance to accufe him, 
was ftricken by God with a great ImpofUiiune, 
whereof he died. 

When Mr. Hufs came to Conftance^ he was fent 
for to appear before fomeCardinals to give an Account 
of his Dodrine ; but he told them, ' That be 
' came to do it before all the Council ; yet if they 
' woold force him to do it before them, he doubted 
'not but Chrifl would flrengthen him to chuic 
' Death for hb Sake, rather than to deny the 

S * Truth, 
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•Truth, which- he had learned^ out of the iioly 

* Scriptures.' 

After Examination they committed him- to a 
filthy Vrilbn, where, by reafon of the Stink, he 
fell fickand was like to die. In the mean time his 
Adverfaries preferred Articles againft him, wherci 
in ihey had forged many Things of their own 
Heads, wrefting and perverting his godly ainCor- 
thoilox Sayings to a finifter Scnfe, that they might 
have whereof to accufe him > 4nd thereupon defi- 
fed of the' CoutiGil that he might be condemned. 
Mr. Hujs hearing of thefe Proceedings, moved that 
he might hav^' an Advocate, but that was -.denied 
him. Whilft ho lay in Priforf, when he had in 
fome Meafur6 regained hisHealth, he wrote fun- 
liry Books. From that Prifon Ke was removed by 
the Bifhopof ConJiariGe to a Caftle on the, other 
Side of the Jf?^/;76', where in the Day-time he was & 
laden with Fetters on his Legs, that he could :fcarce 
^o y and every Night be was faftned by the Hands 
lip to a Rack againft the Wall : Hereupon many 
'Noblemen of • Bohemia petitioned for his Rclcafcy 
at leaft upon Bail, but that was denied. 

The Sum of the Noble's Petition was this; 
^ That Vphereas Mr. ^ohn Hufs^ is freely of his 
<* own Accord come to Confiance^ under the Empe- 
y ror's fafe Conduft ; againft all Right and Reafon 

* he is grievoufly imprifoned before he is heard, 

* and at this prefcnt is tormented miferably with 

* Hunger, Thirft and Fetters ; though formerly at 

* the Council of Plfa^ held in the Year 14 lo, the 

* Hereticks which were condemned, werefiiffered 
•* to remain at their Liberty, and to depart Home 
^ freely : But -Mr. yohn Hujs^ neither convified 
' nor condemtted/ no nor ib-.much. as;ooce heard,, 

Ms 
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is taken and imprifoned, when as neither King, 
nor any Prince Eleftor, nor any Ambaflacior from 
any Univerfity is yet come or prcfent : And though 
the Lord our King, together with the Nobles and 
Lords here prefent, have moft inftantly required 
arid defired, that his fafe Conduct might not be 
violated, and that the laid Mr. "John Hufs might 
be openly heard, being ready to render a Reafon 
of his Faith ; and if he be convidcd, obftinately 
to affirm or maintain anything againft Truth 
and the holy Scriptures, that he is ready to amend 
the fame ; yet could he never obtain this : But 
the faid Mr. John Hufs^ notwithftanding all this, 
is moftgrievoufly opprefled with Fetters and Irons, 
and fo weakned with Hunger and Thirft, that it 
is to be feared he will die in Prifon. And al- 
though the Lords of Bohemia here prefent are 
greatly fcandalized with the Trouble and Tor- 
ments of Mr. John Hufs^ contrary to the King's 
fafe Condudt ; yet hitherto they have forborn to 
complain to the King that he might fee his Mq 
Gondud: better obfeired, and the Reproach and 
Difhonour that is done to the Kingdom oi Bohe- 
mia thereby, vindicated ; and indeed they fuffer 
thefe Things. patiently, left by any means, Trou- 
ble or Vexation (hould arife to this facred Coun- 
cil by reafon thereof: Wherefore we moft ear- 
neftly defire and require your Father-hoods, that, 
for the Honour of the fife Condud: granted by 
the King, and for the Prefervation and Encreafe 
of the worthy Fame and Renown of the King- 
dom of Bohemia^ and ydur own alfo, yoii will 
haften the Difpatch of Mr. John Hufs his Bufi- 
xiefs, feeing he is in great Danger by reafon of his 
ftrait Imprifonment if yx)u delay him any longer. 

S 2 ^ KxvJ^ 
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* And whereas wc the Nobles of Bohemia arc 
^ formed, that many flandcrous Reports are rai: 
' by Buck-bitcrs againft the famous Kingdom 
' Bohemiay as that the Sacrament is carried up a 
' down in Veifels unh-allowed, that Coblers do s 
' minifler it, and hear Confeffions, (^c-.-^\ 

* therefore require and defire you that you will g 
' no heed (o fuch Tale-bearers, who herein rep 
^ Untruths ; alfo we require that fuch Back-bit 
^ noay be made known, and we doubt not eafily 
^ repell the falfe and frivolous Slanders of tfa 

* naughty Perfons, that hereafter they (hall be 

^ fliamed to appear before the King and your Re 

* renccf / 

But notwithftanding this, they which were \ 
pointed for his Judges, in his Abfencc heard 
Biicmics, examined Witnefles againft him, i 
judged his Dodt line, not by the trueTouch-ftonc 
Gocts Word, but by the Popifh Canons, 1 
when the Council would have condemned h 
without hearing, the Emperor intcrpofed, req 
ring, that he fhould be firft heard. When he i 
brought before them, they made fuch a confu 
Koife, railing upon him, that he could not Ip 
one Word. The next Day when he wasj broui 
before them again, there fell out fp great an Eclij 
that the Sun was almoft wholly durkned. W) 
Hiifs fiiw he was like to meet with no Jufticc thi 
be appealed from them to the Pope, and from 1: 
to ( brijt^ for which thty derided him : But wl 
he iaw the Cruelty of hij Judges, the Malice 
his Accufers the Fiilfliood of his Witneffes, \ 
the Hage of all the Council againft him, breath 
forth nothing but Fire and Faggots, he kne< 
down, and commended his righteous Caufe to 



ird Jefus Cbri/i^ begging Forgivene& for his vcnr 
cmies; yet he earneftfy rcquefted, even wito 
a£s» the Council that they would convince him 
any Error by the Word of God^ and he would 
liingly retra^ it ; But nothing prevailed, for 
ry proceeded to condemn and degrade him ; 
lereupon kneeling down, he faid. Lord Jefui 
rifty forgive mine Enemies^ by whom thou knoweji 
xt lam faljeiy accufed ; forgive them I Jay for 
' great AJercies Sake. In degrading him they 
red off the Crown of his Head and the Skin, 
th a Pair of Shears ; and to jullify their Proceed^ 
^ againft him, becauie the Emperor had given 
n his fafe ConduA, the Council made a Decree, 
at Faith "was not to be kept with Hereticks. 
The Roman A^nts perfecuted him with fuch 
gernefs, that his Works were condemned to be 
med with him. When he was brought forth t6 
burned, they put on his Head a tripple Crown 
Paper, painted over with ugly Devils ; but 
len he law it, he faid, Aiy Lord Jefus Chrift^ 
• my Sake did wear a Crown of thorns ; wSy 
uld not J then for hin Sake^ wear this light Crown^ 

it never fo ignominious \ Truly I wilt do iU ^^d 
ft willingly. When it was fet upon his Head,, 
: Bifhops laid, l^ow we commit fly Soul unto thif 
fvil. But I, faid Jchn Hujs^ (lifting up his 
'es towards Heaven) do commit my ifirit into thy 
mds O Lord Jcfus Cbrift, unto thee 1 commend my 
rit which thou hafi redeemed. As he was going 
Execution, they burned his Books before hisi 
ce, at which he fmiled, and faid unto the Pea? 
:, Think not ^ good People ^ that I die for any He^^ 
y or Error ^ but only for the Hatred and Ill-will 
my Adverfaries, When he (^me to the Place 
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of Execution, he kneeled down, and with his Eyes, 
towards Heaven he .prayed and repeated certain j^ 
Plalms, and with a merry and cheerful Counte- : 
nance, cry'd often, Into thy Hands Lord I com" 
mend my spirit. • ^ 

As he lifted up his Head in Prayer, the Crowrt 
of Paper fell off ; but a Soldier taking it up, faid, 

* Let us put it on again, .that he may be burnt with 

* his Mailers the Devils, whom he hath ferved/ i 
When he arofe from his Knees he faid, ' Lord |F 

* Jefus Chriji aflift and help me, that with a con- f 

* ftant and patient Mind, by thy moft gracious : 

* Help, I may bear and fufFer this cruel and igno- ^ 
.* minions Death, whercunto I am condemned for ^ 

* the preaching thy moft holy Gofpcl/ And as .- 
they tied his Neck with a Chain to the Stake, fmi- [^ 
ling he faid, * That he would willingly receive the r- 

* fame Chain for yefus Chriji'^ Sake, who he knew - 
' was bound with a far worfe Chain.' When the ' 
Fire was kindled,, he began to ling with a loud i 
Voice, ' y^fus Chriji the Son of the living God <; 

* have Mercy upon me ;V and at the third time that ^ 
he repeated it, the Wind drove the Flame fo in his 
Face, that it choaked him. The Heart that was ^ 
found amongft his Bowels, being well beaten with ] 
Staves and Clubs, was at laft pricked upon afharp \ 
Stake, and roafted at a Fire till it was confumed. - 
His Aflies were diligently gathered up, arid thrown ^ 
into the River Rhine, He futfer'd Martyrdom in •: 
the Year 1415. '] 

He told them at his Death, that out of the >, 
Goofe (for fo Hufs in the Bohemian Language figr j 
nifies) an ico Years after God would raife up a ) 
S%*an in Germany^ whofe Singing would affright \ 
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11 thofc VuUures : Which was exadlly fulfilled iri 
Luther y juft an loo Years after. 

The Life of yerome of Prague. 

JEROME of Prague^ was a Bohemian born, 
famous for Courage, Virtue, Learning and 
Eloquence. When heundcrftood that thepublick 
Faith was violated, his Country flandercd, and 
jEfz^'i burnt, he travelled to Conjtance^ jlpril t\iQ 
4th, in the Year of our Lord 1415. But no looner 
came he thither, but he underftocd that Watch was 
laid for him to apprehend him: Whereupon the 
next. Day he went to Jberling^ a City of the Em- 
J)ire, and 'a Mile from Co7iftance. 
' From thence he fent to Sigifmund^ King of 
Hungary^ and his Barons, but efpecially to the 
tduncil; moft earneftly requefting, that they 
would give him a fafe Condud: freely to come and 
go, and then he would come in open Audience to 
anfwier every Man, if any would appear to charge 
him with any Crime : But this was denied him 
both by the King and Council ; whereupon the 
next Day he wrote fundry Intimations and fent 
them to Conjinnce^ caufingthem to be fet'upon the 
Gates of tne City, upon the Doors of Churches, 
Monafteries, of the Houfes of the Cardinals, and 
other noble Perfonages ; the Tenor whereof was 
this : * Unto the noble Emperor, &c. I Jerome of 
'*• Prague^ Mafter of Arts of the Univerfity of Pa^ 

* ris, Cullen^ Heidelberg and Prague^ by thefe my 

* Letters do notify to the King, &c. Council and 
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* all others, that bccaufe of many crafty Slanderer^ 
' Back'biters and Accufers^ I am ready of mine owi^ 

* Free-will to come unto Conjtance^ there to dc- 

* clare openly before all the Council^ the Puritj! 

* and Sincerity of my Faith and mine innoccncy i 

* But this I will not do in Corners, fecrctly beforR 

* any private or particular Perfon : Wherefore j( 
^ there be any of my Slanderers of what Nation fi>» 
^ ever, that will charge me with Error or Hercfy, 

* let them come forth openly before the Council|< 
^ and in their own Names objedt againft me, and ( 

* will be ready to anfwer them : And if 1 (hall be 

* found guilty of any Error or Hcrely, I will not ro? 

* fufe openly to fuffcr fuch Punifhment as ihall bq 

* meet tor an Heretick: Wherefore I humbly de< 

* fire a fafe Conduft : But if (feeing I offer fuci 
^ equal Terms) before any Fault be proved agaiaft 
^ me, 1 ihall be arreiled, imprifoned, or have aoy 
^ Violence done to me, then it will be manifefted 
^ unto all the World, that this Council doth oal 

* proceed according to the Rules of Equity and 
^ Juftice, the rather, feeing that I am come hither 

* fiwly, and of my own Accord/ \ 

But notwithftanding all this, ho iafe Condoft |' 
would be granted him : Wherefore the Lordb of 
■^^ Bohemia gave him their Letters Patents under thcif 
Seals, to teftify the Truth of the Premiiles j widi j 
the which Letters, he returned again towards J3^ : 
hernia ; but by the Treachery of his Enemies, Iw 
was apprehended by the Way in Kirfaw^ and hf 
the Officers was carried before the Duke : WIm ; 
prefently after, carried him bound to Conjlance i < 
and for a greater Difgrace, they put a Bolt of Iron ^ 
upon his Wrifls, with a long Iron Chain at it, b/ 
which they led him through the City to the CloifUr 

of 
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[^1 Ac Friar Minors ^ where all the PrieftSj Scribes, 
i pd Pharifees, were met together ; and when he 
([teie before them, feme of the Bifhops faid to 
Jerome^ why did/i thou fly and not appear 
^ben thou wafl cited? To which he anfwered, Be-- 
& / could get nofafe ConduSi^ neither from you^ 
the King y and perceiving that I had many bitter 
res in the Council^ I nvould not be the Author 
my own Peril > but bad I known of your Cita^ 
on, affuredly though I had been in Bohemia, / 
Id have appeared. 

Then a great Rabble of Priefts cried out againft 
and Gerfon the Chancellor of Paris^ and the 
ancellor of Cullen, and the Chancellor of /£?/- 
burgh^ charged him with Errors delivered in 
fe Univerfities : To which he anfwered, that 
what he had delivered there, he would juftify 
now ; yet if any could convince him of Error 
therein, he would willingly be informed :' Here- 
n fome cried out. Let him be burned^ let bim 
burned. Then was he delivered bound to the 
cer8.to be put into Prifon. 
Aifoon as he came thither, one called to him at 
is Window, faying, * Mr. Jerome be conftant and 
fear- not to fuffer Death for the Truth's Sake, 
which when you were at Liberty you did preach/ 
b whcnn he anfwered, * Tmly Brother, I do not 
^ fear Death/ But the Prifon-keeper coming to the 
Man, drove him away with Strokes from the 
iVindow. Prefently the Bifhop of Rigen fent for 
^erome^ fhrongly bound with Cnains, both by the 
Hands and Neck, and fent him to a Tower, where 
diey tied bim fafl to a greaiBlock, and put his Feet 
h the Stocks^ his Hands being alfo made fafl upon 
tbem, the Block being ib bi^ that he coutd by 

:. ' T t^^ 
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no means fit thereon, but his Head muft h 
downwards : Where alfo they allowed him nott 
but Bread and Water. 

But within eleven Days, hanging fo by the He 

he fell veiy fick -, yet thus they kept him in ] 

fon a Year wanting feven Days, and then fent 

him, requiring him to recant, and to fubfcr 

that John Hufs was juftly put to Death ; which 

did, partly for Fear of Death, and hoping ther 

to efcapc their Hands. After which they fent ] 

back to Prifon, and kept him guarded by Sold 

yet not fo ftriftly chained as before. Afterw 

they fent to examine him again, but he refufe 

anfwer in private, except he might be brought 

fore the Council; and they (fappofing that 

wou'd openly confirm his former Recantation) 

for him thither, May 2^, 141 6; fuborning ; 

Witneflfes to iaccufe him j but he fo learn 

cleared himfelf, and refelled his Adverfaries, 

they were aftonifhed afhisOration, and withSh 

enough Were put to Silehce. He alfo concludec 

Oration with this, * That all fuch Articles as ^ 

. • liff and Hufs had written againft the Enormi 

* Pomp, and Difordcr of the Prelates, he w 

* firmly hold and defend, even unto the Death ; 

* that all the Sins he had committed, did n. 

* much gnaw and trouble his Confcience, as 

* that moft peftiferous A6l of his in recanting ^ 

* he had juftly fpoken, and in confenting to 

* wicked Condemnation of Hufs, and that h< 

* pented with his whole Heart that ever he did 

This fo enraged them, that they proceede 
condemn him ; whereupon he faid; * L after 

* Death will leave a Remorfe in your Confcie 
' and a Nail in your.Hearts.3 I here cite you i 

* ar 
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nfwer to me before the moft high and juft Judi 
within an hundred Years.' When he was brougnt. 
•th to Execution, they prepared a greSfand long 
.per painted about with red Devils, which when 
beheld, throwing away his Hood, he took the. 
iter, and put it on his Head, faying. Our Lord 
fo.s Chrift, when he fuffered Death J or me moji 
retched Sinner^ did wear a Crown of Thorns upon.^ 
5 Head ; and /, for his Sake^ will willingly wear 
ii Cap. 

As hei went to the Place of Execution, he fung 
me Hymns ; and coming to the Place where 
*^hn Hufs was burned, he kneeled down, and 
rayed fervently. He was bound to tlic image of 
hhn Hujs^ and fo Fire was fet to him, which ho 
ndured with admirable Valour ; for ftandjng at 
beStake bound, and the Executioner kindling the 
'ire behind him, he bade him kindle it before his 
i'ace 5 For f faid h^) if J had been afraid of it^ 1 
4d npt come to this Place^ having hadfo many Op-- 
^tunities offered to efcape it. The whole City of 
Imflance admired his Conftancy, and Chriftian 
ilagaanimity in fiifFering Death. At the giving 
ip the Ghoft, he faid, O Ghrift, / offer thee this 
'ml of mine in Flames of Fire . He went to reft in 
heYcari4i6. 

The Life of "Thomas Bilney. 

rr E was born in England^ and educated at 
LX Cambridge, was Fellow of Trinity Hall, 
nd comijienc'd Batchelor of both Laws ; but fol- 
)wing Divinity, he was in Love with the Study of 

T 2 . it-. 
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it ; he converted many to the Knowledge of 
Gofpel, efpccially Hugh Latimer^ a great Zeal 
for Popery. He continued preaching, and rep 
ving of Popilh Infolency, till Cardinal Woolji^ 
commanded his Apprehenfion ; feveral Articl 
were drawn againft him, and he was left to 
Examination of Tonftal^ Bifhop of London^ w 
urged him to recant ; but upon Refiifal, he p 
ceeded to convidt him of Herefy. 

At laft through human Frailty, he fubfcri 
the Abjuration-Oath, but could enjoy no Peace 
Confcience till he had renounced it ; meeting wi 
thofc Words of St, Paul, ' This is a faithful Say 

* ing, and worthy of all Acceptation, that Je^ 

* Chrift came into the World to fave Sinners, when 
^ of I am Chief.' In this Expreffion he foi 
great Comfort to his Mind and Spirits ; then 
purfued his Refolution, and preached the Gof[ 
'till the Bifhop of Norwich imprifoned him, w 
would have perfuaded him from his Stedfaflnefs 
but upon Rcfufal he received Sentence of Con- 
demnation. 

The Day before his Execution, eating heartily, 
he faid, / imitate thofe who have a ruinous Hmfi 
to dwell in, yet hejiow Coji as long as they may bold it 
up : Then difcourfing about Fire, he put his Fin-r 
ger in the Candle, and ffdd, IJind by Experience^ 
that Fire is hot, yet I believe though the Stubble %f 
my Body be wajled, my Soul will be purged. At his 
Execution the Fire being kindled, he lift up his 
Hands, crying, I^ordl believe 5 fo yielded up bji 
Spirit untp God, in the Year i53i. 



The 



[ 149 ] 



Baii 



The Life of jfames hainham. 

JAMES B A I N H A M, was a Lawyer, the 
Son of a Knight oiGlouceflerJhire. Having been 
virtuoufly brought up by his Parents, he went to 
the Middle-T'emple to ftudy the Law, in which he 
proceeded with Diligence and Succefs. He was a 
Man of unblameable Manners, being cjiaritable, 
juft, and religious, fpending much of his Time in 
reading the Scriptures ; and in all his Converfation 
and Conduft, approving himfelf a lingular Exam- 
ple of an upright and confcientious Liver. 

Having married the Widow of one Mr. Simon 

Fijb^ who had been charged with Herefy, for pre- 

J- ferring the Word of God, to the Will-worihip 

.' and Inventions of Men, he became more fufpefted 

^ himfelf of holding the fame Profeflion ; and being 

;• accordingly accufed of Herefy before the then Lord 

I Chancellor Sir Thomas More^ he was arrefted by a 

i Serjeant at Arms, and carried out of the Middle- 

|t Temple y to the Lord Chancellor's Houfe at Chelfey^ 

' where he remained under an eafy Confinement for 

\ fomc time ; but his Lordfliip finding it impoflible . 

to pervert him, caft him into clofe Prifon ; then 

having i^ipt him in his Garden, at a Tree, called 

' the Tree of Troth ^ he fent him to the Tower to be 

rack'd. 

This was accordingly done, (Sir Thomas himfelf 
■ l)eing prefcnt) and the Reafon alledged for it was, 
becauie he would not accufe the Gentlemen of the 
Temple, who were faid to be infedted with the 
lame pretended Errors^ or difcover where his Books 
were kept 3 for which latter Caufe his Wife was like- 
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wife fent to the Fleet- Prilbn, and their Goods 
were confifcated. 

Having been thus worry'd with Imprifoninent 
and Oppreffion, and Want, and his Wife (as has 
been juft now mentioned) being involved in the 
fame Diftrcfl'es, he was wrought upon to fign a 
Recantation : But in lefs than a Month he went 
into St. Auftin\ Church near St. FauH^ with the 
New Teftament in his Hand, and the Book call'd, 
T^be Obedience of a Cbrijiian Man^ written by Mr. 
Tindal, in his Bofom ^ where ftanding up before 
the People in a Pew, he openly declar'd with Tears, ^ 
that he had deny'd his God, and pray'd the Peo- 
ple to forgive him, warning them againft follow- 
ing an Example, which drew fo much Evil after 
it. * For, (faid he) if I ihould not return again 

* to the Truth, this Word of God,' (meaning the 
New Tcilament which he held in his Hand) 

* would damn mc, both Body and Soul, at the 

* Day of Judgment.' He added likewife, * That 

* from the lime he had abjured, he had fuffered 

* the Torments of Hell, and would not again be 

* expofed to the like, even for the ftiort Space he 
' had bore them, for all the Goods of the World/ • 

Beir.g fopn after apprehended, he Is^y near a 
Fortnight in the Coal-Houfc Prifon in the Stocks, 
with Irons upon his Legs. Then he w*scarry*d 
to the Lord Chancellor's, and there chain'd. to a 
Poft two Nights, afterwards he was fent to the 
Tower, where he was fcourg'd with Whips. ■ 

The Period of his Sufferings being come, he 
was carried to Smithfield^ and fallened to a Stake j 
where the Fire having half confumed his Arms and 
Legs, he call'd to the Papifts then prefent, and 
fpake thefe Words to them with an audible Voifce : 

• Ye 
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* Ye look for Miracles, and heteo nwyefee a 

* Miracle ; for in this Fire I feel no more Pain, 

* than if I were in a Bed of Down ; yea, it is to 

* me as a Bed of Rofes i' and having thus faid, 
he fweetly fell afleep in the Lord. 

The Life of Laurence Saunders, 

MR. Laurence Saunders was brought up at 
Eaton College, from whence he went into 
K/V/^'s College in Cambridge^ where he continued 
three Years. 

Shortly after he was bound Apprentice to Sir 
TVilliam Cbeftery a Merchant, with whom he did 
not continue long : For being entirely addidted to 
fpiritual Contemplation, it was judg'd that he had 
IK) Liking to the Occupation in which he was 
placed ; and it thus appearing, his Mafter gave up 
his Indentures ; whereupon he returned to Cam- 
bridge to his Studies, and continued there till he 
was Mafter of Arts. 

In the Beginning of the Reign of King Edward^ 
he was appointed Divinity-Lefturer in the College 
of Fotheringay in Northamptonjbire ; where he 
adorri'-fl his Charadter, and edified his Flock, by 
his (ycemplary Life and Soundnefs of Dodlrine, by 
his^gilancc in inftruding the Ignorant in the true 
Knowledge of God, and an undaunted Zeal in 
oppoiing and filencing the Adverfary. 

. The College of Fotheringay being diflblved, he 
was fometimc after prefen ted to the Parifh oiChurch'- 
Langton in Leicejierjhire ; where he always rc'fid- 
cd,' teaching diligently, and keepm^ ?c Y^^ix*^ 



Houfe, from whence he was orderly call'd to take 
the Benefice of Allhallows^ Bread-Street in London. 
Yet he did not refign the Parifh of Church-Lang- 
ton^ left it (liould fall into the Hands of a Papift. 

As he was going towards London, to vifit his 

Flock at AllhallowSy a Privy-Counfellor overtook 

him, and aik'd him, Whither he went ? He an-" 

fwer'd, To his Cure in London, The Privy-Coun- 

* fellor advifed him not to preach there, or at all to 

^^ come at them. To this Mr. Saunders reply 'd/ 

* How, Sir, (hall I be then difcharg'd before God, 

* if any be fick, and defire Confolation, or want 

* good Counfel, or need Inftruftion, or fall into 

* Error, or be feduced by falfe Doctrine ? 

I would, faid the Privy-Counfellor, advife you. 
to forbear it. If you can, reply'd Mr. Saunders^ 
forbid me by any lawful Authority to ceafe, then 
I muft obey it. Nay, replied the other, I do not 
forbid you, I only advife you to it for your own 
Safety. 

This Advice could have but little Weight with a 
Man, who was fo-united to Chriftj and fo cruci- 
fied to the World, that nothing feem'd to him fafc • 
or eligible, but that very Crofs which he was ad- 
vis'd to decline. And therefore the next Day, 
which was Sunday^ in the Forenoon, he preached 
'■, a Sermon in his Parifh on the Words of St. Paul^ 

r*^ zCor.xi. 2, 3. I have ejpou/ed you /o one Hu/bandf 

that I may prefhH you as a chajie Virgin to QM'iA ; 
but IJear left by any Meam^ as the Serpent oegmUi 
Eve through his Subtility^ fo your Minds Jhouldh 
corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chrift. 

From which Words he recited the Sum of the 
true Chriftian Dodrine, by which he had e^xnifed 

them 
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ihcm to Cbriji^ to receive of him free JuilijElcar 
tion through Faith in bis Blood. 

Cotbing in the Afternoon to preach again, he 
was feized by an Officer of the Bifhop of London^ 
«nd <»rried before him ; where the Privy-Coun- 
tilor above-mentioned, flayed to accufe him of 
Treafon, in violating the Queen's Proclamation. 
Use Bifhop after laying many grievous Things to 
iis Charge, turned him over to the Bifhop of 
Winckefter 5 who, after fome time examining him, . 
und diking him, how it happened, that notvith- 
-Aanding the Queen's Proclamation to the contrary, 
9^ had undertaken to preach ? 

Mr. Saunders denied not that he had preached ; 
but iaid, that foraimuch as he faw perilous Times 
•fiow at Hand, he did but (according as he was ad- 
■moniihedand warned by jE2;^^iV/ the Prophet) ex- 
;hort his Flock and Pariihioners, to perfevere and 
fiod {land ftedfaftly in the Dodtrine which they had 
[Jtarned 5 faying alfo, that he was moved and exci- 
-ted thereunto by that Scripture. * Whether it 
^ right in the Sight of God, to, hearken unto you^ 
inore than unto Gody judge ye ; and that by Preaching 
^e had difcharg'd his Confcience. 

After fome more Words had pafled, at whigh the 
Bifhop was difpleas'd, he was order'd to be carried 
to Prifon ; where being brought, and having been 
detain'd a long time, he learnedly anfwer'd and 
clear 'd himfelf, in Letters addrefs'jd to the Biftiop, 
q£ all that was unjuflly laid to his Charge. But as 
to his Religion, he flill perfifled boldly to bear 
Teflimony to it, declaring a firm and un(haken 
Reliance on the Truth of it ; and faying with St. j 

Paujy T'his I confefs^ that after the Way iufbich they 1 

rail Her ejy^ fi ivorfiip I the God of myy tether s^ he^ 

U UcwH^ 
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Ueving all Things which are 'Written in the Law ah 
the Prophets^ and have Hope towards God. 

When fome of his Friends intcrceedcd for him 
and had almoft obtained his Liberty, he was £ 
refolv'd to glorify God by his Death, that he pi 
vail'd on them to defift from their Suit, complai 
ing of their Want of Friendfliip, who would 
Ibrely hinder him from running theRace which 
Jet before him^ forbidding his Wife to exhibit 
Petition for his Releafement; charging her to tha 
a certain Pcrfon, who had exhorted him to 
pare for his Journey, as a moft fweet and coi 
f( arable Remembrancer ; bewailing, that he 
ftw fuch Friends; and faying, that this was the- 
greateft Friendft)ip. 

He alio writ a pious Letter to Archbifhop Cra&' 
tner, Bifhop Ridley, and Biftiop Latimer^ his Fd- 
low- Sufferers in Bonds for the Teflimony of Jrfmi 
in which, after putting them in Mind, that they 
were as a Tower upon an Hilly a.Candle on a Candbr 
Jifcky a Spedlacle both to Angels and Men, he comr 
foiteth them in thefe Words of the Scriptures, / 
believed^ and therefore have 1 fpoken ; we alfo ^ 
heve^ (faith he) and therefore fpeak ; adding, 
we be dead with Chrift, we pall alfo live with him \ 
if we fuffer^ we Jhall alfo reign with him -, if nx^ 
deny him^ he alfo will deny us. 

The Lord Chancellor threatning him with Death, 
if he would not recant : He anfwered, Welcome he 
it to me^ whatjbever is the Will of God j if it be Uf 
Plea/ure that If/.^ould live, then 1 make Choice ofLife% 
if Death be my Loty I have learned to die. 

Whereupon being excommunicated, and deli- 
vered to the Secular Magiftiate 5 he was in Pri&n 
degraded of his Priefts Orders by Biihojp Bonner^ 
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atid then fcnt under a Guard to Coventry ^^xi order 
to his Martyrdom. 

When he was on his Way to St. Albans^ one 
Mr. GrimoalJ C2iit\c to vifit him. Mr. Saunders 

r 

knowing this Grimoald to be but a Lukewarm 
iphriflian, took a Cup in his Hand, and demanded. 
If he would pledge him of the Cup he would be- 
. pn to him ; whereat Grimoald flirugging up his 
^Shoulders, laid, Yes, Yes, of that Cup in your 
Hand, but not of the other you mean. Well^ 
iaid Mr. Saunders^ my dear Lord Jefus Chrift hath 
iegun to me of a more bitter Cup than mine is likely 
to be I and pjall I not chearfully pledge my dear Sa^ 
viour ? No doubt but I will, let others do as they 
pleafe. 

When he came to Coventry, he was put into the 
common Goal, where he preached to, and in- 
ftrudted the Prifoners. The next Day, when he 
was brought into the Park without the City, he 
fell flat on his Face, and pray'd ; then rifing up, he 
fell again on his 'Knees, and pray 'd; then embra- 
cing the Stake, he faid. Welcome Crofs of Chrift, 
Hoelcome ever la/ling Life. And fo being faftened to 
' the Stake, and the Fire kindled, he chearfully re- 
iigned up his Soul to his heavenly Redeemer, Fe^ 
i hruary 8, 1555, longing to be dijfolved, and to be 
with Chrift ; whofe Church, as he had edified by 
the Truth of his Doiftrine, and an Holy Life, fo 
he now propagated it by his Blood : Though they 
Fools accounted his Life Madnefs, and his End to be 
without Honour. 
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The Life of yohn Hooper. 

JOHN HOOPEK an Engltp^ Man, w^j 
brought up at Oxford^ where he ftudicd Di^ 
tinity, and was fo tranfported with the ScripturcsJ 
that he would read them Night and Day; mkriy 
Expofitions he made upon doubtful Places of th4 
New Teftament, and reconciled Texts which fecm- 
ingly difagreed. 

His Zeal for the Word of Gody got him Ha- 
tred amongft the Haters of the Gofpel, about the 
time that King Henry the Eighth caufed the fix Ar- 
ticles to be publifhed ; cfpecially Dr. Smith fo pcr- 
fccuted him, that he was obliged to leave the tJni- 
vcrfity, and be Steward to Sir ^loomai Arundel^ with 
Whom he lived in good Credit, till fuch Time as 
the Papifts traduced him. Yet Sir T^omas^ not 
willing to part with him, endeavoured to perfuadc 
him to turn Papift j but when he could not prevail, 
he fent him to the Bi{ho|) of Jf^inchejier with a 
Letter, wherein he defired the Bifliop to try if he 
could work upon him ; but all in vain, for he re- 
turned fuch Anfwers, that non-pluffed the Bifliop } 
for which he became his Enemy, and fought 
fundry Means to entrap him. Whereupdn he had 
Notice by fome of his Friends, that it was bcil to ' 
provide for his Safety ; fo that taking fuch Nccet 
laries as were convenient, he went to Parisy yet 
within a while he returned for England ; but ha- 
ving Intelligence that his Life was ftill fought for, 
he went into Germany, where he was friendly en- 
tertained by Mr. Bullinger. There he learned the 
Pcrfeftion of the Hebriw Tongue, and married a 
Burgundian Gentlewoman, living there tiH the 

Death 
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)eath of King Henry • but in the Beginning of 
ling Rdward% Reign, he, with many others, re- 
urned ; and being reary to (^cpirt, took his Leave 
)f Mr. Bullirigcr^ and the rell, giving them many 
rhanksfcwtheirKindnefs; telling them, thcyftiould 
tear of him from time to time ; bntasjor the laft 
News^ faid he, TJhall not he able to write it ; for 
tpbere Ijhall take mofi Pains ^ there Jljallyou hear of 
hjf being burnt to yljim : Which Prophecy cxaftly 
came to paft. 

When he came to London^ he had a Benefice or- 
dered him, where he preached twice a Day, and 
(fach Crowds of People flocked, that the Church 
a)uld not contain them ; at length he preaching 
before the young King, he fo highly approved or 
hdm, that he made him Biftiop of Glouceftery and 
liter wards oiWorcefier^ where he went from Place 
to Place, preaching throughout his Diocelc, info- 
much that the People infinitely loved him. 

In the Beginning of Queen Mary's Days, he 
was fetched up to London by a Purfuivant, of whofe 
Coming he was advertifed, and by his Friends ad- 
?ifed to make his Efcape, yet he refufcd j faying, 
That he was not ajhamed of his Tejlimony, nor wGuld 
he abandon Chrift's Caufe ; for^ faid he, Once I 
muft confefs 1 didfy^ but being called to this Place 
and Vocation^ I am refolved to flay and live and die 
ifiith my Sheep. 

Being brftught to London, there came Orders he 
fliould be brought before the Bifhop of Winchejier^ 
who greatly exclaimed againft him, giving him 
many unbecoming Words, which the good Man 
bore with admirable Patience ; and after a ftiort 
Examination was committed to the Fleet, where 
he Warden ordered him a Bed of Straw, and lying 

in 
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in a noifomc Chamber, within a fliort time fell 
fick, when calling for fbmc to come to him, the 
Warden faid, Let him alone ^ if be die^ there will 
be a good Riddance of him. 

A while after Dr. Hooper was brought before 
the Bifliop of Winchefler^ and charged as a Preacher 
of Sedition and Rebellion, and guilty of many He- 
rcfies and falfe Affertions, to which he made a 
learned Defence ; yet by Noife and Tumult they 
often interrupted him to put him out ; but when 
they fiw they could not prove any thing againflhim, 
they pronounced Sentence againft him, and pro- 
ceeded to degrade him, and fo delivered him to the 
Sheriff, who carried him to the Counter-prifon in 
Southwarky and a while after he was removed to' 
Newgate. On the Way the Sheriff laid, 2)n Hooper, 
why was youfo rajfj as to anfwer my Lord Chanceli^ 
fo haJUhj it might have happened better to you^ bad 
you mollified him with mild Words ? To which he 
anfwered, Ifpake nothing unbefeeming me^ neither 
was I impatient^ though I was earnefl in myMafter'i 
Caufe^ and it fiands 7ne in Stead fo to be^ for it g(h 
eth upon Life and Deaths not only in this Worlii 
but in the World to come. 

After he had continued fix Da5rs in Newgate^ the 
Keeper brought him Word, he was to be carried 
;to Gloucejler to fuffcr at the Stake ; at which News J; 
he rejoiced, giving Praife to God that he had fo 
gracioufly difpofed his Enemies Hearts, to carry hitn 
to a Place where he had fo faithfully taught, that 
there he might feal his Dodtrine with his Blood. 
Then came to him feveral Popifh Sadducees, as 
Bonner^ Harpsfieldy and others, to entreat him to 
accept of Life, by renouncing of his former Doc- 
trine, and making his pvblick Recantation ; buthe 

would 
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would by no means hearken unto them, faying. He 
wuld not for cowardly Fear forfake his Lord and 
Maflery but be ftedfaji to the End^ not doubting^ 
but that he would fend him Patience and Strength to 
Vfithftand the utmoji Torments ^heir Rage could in-- 
vent. 

Within awhile after he was taken from Newgate y 
to be carried to Gloucefter^ in order to his fufFer- 
iog. All the Way he appeared very joyful, and 
lying one Night by the Way, he eat has Supper 
with a merry Countenance, and flept without the 
lead Trouble, being armed with a goodConfcience. 
Next Morning Sir Anthony Kingftone came and told 
him, that he would advife him to fubmit himielf 
to the Church by a free Recantation ; for, fays he, 
lAfe is fweet. To which, he replied. But the 
Death to come is more bitter^ and the Life to come 
far fweetery and I will rather dye than renounce my 
Lord and Mafter. 

Being come to the County, he was received by 
4hc jSherifF, who with a ftrong Guard conveyed 
him to the Place of Execution, being met by 
Thoufands of People, who bewailed his Condition, 
and fcnt up their Prayers to Heaven, that he might 
1)6 enabled to bear his Sufferings patiently, many of 
them weeping to fee fo Reverend a Perfon fall into 
iucb Miferyj but he comforted them, and tol4 
them, That he was unworthy who refufed tofuffer 
Reproach or Death for the Hake oftheLord^tfaSy 
who refufed nof for our Sakes to fuffer a Jbameful 
<md ignominious Death upon the Crofs : And here- 
upon he began to exhort them to be ftedfaft in their 
Faith; but the Popifh Varlets would not fuffer him 
to proceed. Thenheaddrefledhimfelf to the She- 
riff, laying, Sir^ my Requeli to you is, that I may 
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ifave a quick Fire^ which mayfocn difpatch me^ and 
1 Will be as obedient as you would wijb ; / might 
havr had my Life with great Advancement ^ as to 
temporal Things ^ but I am willing to offer my Lift 
for the Tellimony of the Ttruth^ and trufi to die a 
faithful Servant to God, and a true SubjeSl to the 
J^een. 

Then the Sheriff told him he had ftrift Orders 
to hinder him from fpeaking to the People $ <o 
which he faid Gods Will be done. Then kneeling 
down, he continued in fervent Prayer for the ^ofc 
x)f Half an Hour with an exalted and joyful Coun* 
tenance, and then rifing up, fuffered tbemtofaflea 
him to the Stake ; where fuch was the Malice of 
his Enemies, that they prepared green Wood ; yet 
•before the Fire was kindled, a Pardon was oficrcd 
if he would recant ; bin he cried out with a Chrif- 
tian Zeal, Jf ye love my Soul away with it. And 
then three Iron Hoops being brought to faften him 
to the Stake, he fuid, If you had brought none of 
thefe^ 1 would have ftood patiently -y ana thereupon 
he took one of them and put it about his Middle 
When the Reeds were fct up, he embraced and 
kifled them, putting them under his Arms, where 
he had two Bags of Gun-powder. The ^Firc being 
4cindled, he continued three Quarters of an Hour | 
an praying, and crying out, O Jefus, thou Son of 
•David, have Mercy upon my Soul. .Between whiles 
he would defire them to let the Fire come at him, 
*the Wood being green confumed all his lower Parts, 
•when as his upper remained untouched, yet he bore 
it patiently, not in the leaft complaining of bis 
Tormenis, being fupported by him that is ablc^to 
■make all Things tolerable 5 thus fell this bleifed 

. Martvr 
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Martyr in the blcxxiy Perfecution under Quccii 
Afory, in the Year oi Chrifi iSSS* 

The Life of Rowland Taylor. 

ROWLAND TAYLOR, was born of 
wealthy Parents, and brought up at Cam-- 
tridge^ where he ftudied Divinity and the Civil 
Law, • and in a fhort time Archbifhop Cranmer en- 
tertained him as his head Chaplain, where he lived 
in great Repute, till the middle of King Edward's 
Reign ; then he was preferred to be Rcdor of 
Hadly in Suffolk^ where by his Preaching and cha- 
ritable Deeds, he gained the Efteem of all good 
Chriftians : Yet by oppofing the Popifli Idolatries, 
he procured to himfclf the Hatred of the Papifts, 
who daring King Edward's Time, hid their Ma- 
lice I but when Queen Mary came to the Crown^ 
they boldly Ipit their Poifon againft the Preachers 
of the Gofpel. 

When ftie put out a Proclamation for reftoring 
the Romifh Religion, one Foftery a notorious Pa- 
pift, and others, procured a Prieft to fay Mafs in 
the Church oi Hadly ^ when, upon the Tolling of 
the Bell, Do&oxT'aylor went to the Church, where 
he no (boner perceived the Prieft drefled up in his 
fapcrftitious Trinkets, and not being able to come 
at him, by rcafon he was furrounded with drawn 
Swords, being full of Zeal, he called to him fome- 
what too roughly, faying, Thou Devil incarnate^ 
lobo made thee fo audacious as to enter this Churchy 
to defile and profane it with thy abominable Idolatry ? 
/ command thee^ thou Popijh Wolf^ in the Namt oj 

X God, 
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Gody ga too hence y and not to pre fume thus topoifon the 
Flock of Chn{\i. Then faid, Fojler to Doftor Tay 
lor ; thou T'raytor^ what makes you come hither to lett 
and dijlurb the ^een's Proceedings. To which 
he replied, lam no Traitor ^ but the Shephef-d which; 
Chrift has appointed to feed this his Flock^ witbfpi" 
ritual Food ; and therefore I have good Aut^ity to 
be here. .^ ■ . . 

Then Fofter in a great Rage, faid, Wilt thm, 
thoU traiterous Heretic ky raife a Commotion to difturh t 
the ^een's Procedings ? and thereupon tliey forced I 
him out of Church, and the Prieft went on with 1 
his Tale. A while after Fofter fent to Gardiner^ ! 
and grievoufly complained ^gainft Do(Sor Taylor) 
fo that he fent down to apprehend him, which the > 
Doftor having Notice of, would by no Means flv, : 
though his Wife and neareft Relations earnemy 
perfuaded him ; faying. That he had done enough in \ 
reffting thePrieft^ and that if he fell into tbeHank \ 
of his EnemieSy he mujt expeSi nothing but Impri* \ 
fonment and cruel Death. But he replied, / know \ 
my Caufe to be fo good arid righteous^ and the 7'rutb : 
foftrong on my Side^ that I will by God's Grace ap* 
pear before ihem^ and confirm the DoSirine I have 
preached -, for I believe that IJhall never be able to 
do God fiich good Service as 7iow:,^ and. that IJhall 
never have fo glorious a Calling, nor fo great a Mere) 
of God proffered me as now : Wherefore pray for mt^ 
and I doubt not but God will give me Strength and 
his Holy Spirit , that all my Adverfaries Jhall be afha- 
med of their Doings. 

Having Notice the Meffenger was come for him, 
lie took Leave of his Friends, and went to L^n- 
don^ where being admitted into the Prefence of 
Gardiner^ Bifhop of Winchefter^ and Chancellor of 

England ; 
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rhnd ; Gardiner called him Knave, Heretick, 
Traitor ; demanding if he knew him not : 
, faid Dodlor Taylor, I know you and all your 
'atnefSy yet you are but a mortal Man, and if I 
dd he afraid of your lordly Looks, why fear you 
G^ who is Lord of us all ? How dare you J or 
nK^ok any Chrijiian Man in the Face, feeing 
banieforfaken the Truth, denied Chrift and his 
rd, and aSled contrary to your own Oath and 
iting ? With what Countenance can you appear 
ire the Judgment'Seat of ChxiH, and anfwer for 
r Oath fir ji made to King Henxy^ the Eight, next 
id ward the Sixth, ^hich you have now violated 
f broken ? ^ 

Tujhy tu/h, faid the Bifliop, thoje were Herod'i 
ths, better broken than kept, ana 1 tell thee that 
' holy Father the Pope has dijpenfed with them, 
II am glad I am come again into tbeBdm of the 
)ther Church, andfo I would have thee do. Should 
faid Doctor Taylor, for fake Chrift by leaving that 
urch which he hath founded by his Prophets and 
rofiles, to approve of thofe Lies, Errors, Super-- 
ions and Idolatries, that are mofi approved of by 
f ? God forbid. Remember, my Lord, you once 
ote againft the Pji^ and were fworn againfi him. 
ell thee, faid ^ardtner, that was Hcrod'i Oath, 
Ham difcharg'd of it. But, faid DoftorTiry- 
, you can never without fincere Repentance, be 
'charged of it before Chrift. I fee, replied Gar^ 
ter, thou art an errant Knave, and a very Fool : 
after he had railed at him, he commanded him 
the King's- Bench, and ordered his clofe Con- 
ement. Whereupon Dr. Taylor falling upon his 
ices iaid, Good Lord I thank tbee^ arid from the 
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tyranny of the Bijhop of Rome, and all bis detefia^ 
ble Errors^ Good Lord deliver us. 

When he came to Prifon; it happened he met 
Mafter Bradford there, both rendering Praifcs to 
God, who had fufFered them fo happily to meet, 
to comfort and fiipport each other in their Afflidi- 
on. When Dr. T'aylor wrote to his Friends, he 
fent them Word, He thanked God for providing ji 
gracibujly for him^ info ordering it by bis Provi^ 
dence^ that be had been fent to a Prifony where hi 
had met with an Angel: For fo he called, pious Mr. 
Bradford. 

During his Imprifonment, he was often exa- 
mined touching his Faith and Doftrine, of which 
he gave fuch ample Teftimony, grounded upon ■ 
Scriptures, and the Writings of the Fathers, that 
his Enemies could not but confefs he was a Man of 
great Learning ; yet fo bloody was their Rage, 
that they proceeded to condemn him ; when, upon 
reading his Sentence, he told them. That God the 
righteous Judge of all the Earthy would require Us 
Blood at their Hands ^ and that the moji infolent a* 
mongfi them Jbould repent their receiving again ef 
the Pope and his Supremacy ^ and their IVolfifh 5)- 
ranny againft the Flock ^Chrift. 

After his Condemnation, Bifhop Bonner came to 
degrade him, bringing all the Mailing Implements, 
and commanding him to put them on, but he rc- 
fiifed : Then faid Bonner ^ If you will not I Jhall 
make you before I go. By God'j Grace ^ faid Dodor 
Baylor y you Jkall not. Then Bonner charged him 
to do it upon his Obedience : But upon his abfolute 
Refufal, Bonner commanded his Man to doit, who 
t put them on accordingly. Then Dodor T'aylor^ 
I fetting his Arms to his Sides, walking a-turn or 

two 
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two, faying, Now^ my Lord, were I in CheapficJc, 
, what a goodly Foolfioidd I be counted^ would not the 
tiery Boys laugh at thefe ridiculous T'oys ? 
: ; ■ At which the Biihop being angry, went to ftrike 
\ him, but his Chaplain dcfired him not, faying, 
' ^bat be would furely ftrike again. Tes^ by my Faiths 
. £iid DodlorTisry^r, woudl^ for the Caufe is Chrift'5 
'4ind I were no good Chriftian if I would not fight in 
my Mafter's parrel. Then the Bifhop, not da- 
ting to proceed farther, curfed him, and departed. 
To which Dr. Ti^j'/^r replied, T^hd you docurfeme^ 
yet God does blefs me. 

The Night before his being carried to Hadly to 
be burned, his Wife, Children and Servants wc:re 
permitted to come to him, with whom he prayed 
very fervently, and gave them all hisBenedidlion. 

The next Morning the Sheriff received him ; 
and by the Way, he was greatly follicited by the 
Sheriff of EJJ'ex to recant. To which he only an- 
fwered ; M^ell^ I perceive that I ?iow have been de^ 
ceived myfelf and ftoall deceive many in Hadley of 
their Expe£iations. At which the Sheriff told him, 
// was a gracious Sayings and defired him to ex- 
plain it, hoping he intended to recant. Why^ faid 
Dodor Taylor^ I did propofe to myfelf once^ that I 
fhould banse been buried in Hadley Church-Tard^ in 
which I now fee Ift^all be deceived-, and as for my 
deceiving of others of their ExpeSlation^ it is, that I 
being a Man of a corpulent Body^ might have fed 
many Worms ^ who now muft be content without me. 

Being come within two Miles of Hadley^ ^ great 
Number of People came to meet him, greatly la- 
menting the State into which he was fallen ; but 
he comforted them,' Saying, Be pat lent y as for me, 
/ tbank God J I am almofi at Home^ and have not 
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pafi two Miles more to go over^ before I come to my 
Father's Houfe. 

Coming to the Place of Execution, the Sheriff 
commanded him not to fpeak to the People ; which 
gricv'd him, that he was not fuftered to take his 
laft Farewel of thofe to whom he had fo faithfully 
preached the Gofpcl : Yet he was very cheerful j 
after he had prayed a while, he put off his Cloaths, 
and went to the Stake and kiffed it, and through 
the Vehemency of Zeal by which his Soul was 
agitated, going about to fpeak, one thruft a Staff 
into his Mouth ; another ftruck him over the Head j 
and a third threw a Faggot at him, which fo cut 
his Face that the Blood ran down in Abundance j 
upon which he faid, O Friend y what needed this? 
I have Harm enough already. Then faying his 
Miferere in Englilh^ Sir John S belt on ftruck him 
on the Mouth, faying. Knave, 1 will make you 
fpeak Latin. 

When the Fire was kindled, he extended bis 
Arms toward Heaven, and with a Voice raviihed 
with Joy, continued faying, Moji merciful Father 
of Heaven y for Jefus Chrift my Saviour* s Sake, re- 
ceive my Soul into thy Hands, till one with a Hal- 
bert beat out his Brains. Thus died this bleflcd 
Martyr, in the Year 1555. 
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The Life of yob/t Bradford. 

HE was born at Manchefier in Ldncafhhre, 
and brought up in fuch Learning as the 
I'lace afforded 5 when he had greatly profited there- 
in, he became Steward to Sir John Harrington, for 






[ i67 ] 

feveral Years; but his Mind being fixed upon divine 
Matters, left his Matter and went to Cambridge ; 
where within two Years he commenced Mafter of 
Arts, and was Fellow oi Pembroke-Hall \ and there 
came acquainted with Martin Bucer^ and by con- 
vcrfing with him he greatly profited ; infomuch 
that Dr. Ridley Bifhop of London^ hearing of his 
holy. Life, preferred him to be a Prebend of St. 
Paul's ; where he continued till the Beginning of 
Queen Marys Reign : When as one Bourn, Chap- 
lain to Bonner, after Bifhop of Bath, preaching at 
Paul's Crofs, fo highly offended the People in his 
Sermon, by inveighing againft the Reformed Re- 
ligion, that a Dagger was thrown at him, and they 
began fo far to mutiny, that had not Mr. Bradford 
flood up in his Place and quieted them, they had 
pulled him in Pieces ; but the People nofooner per- 
ceiving Bradford, but they gave a great Shout, 
crying, Bradford, Bradford, God Jove thy Life 
Bradford! Yd Bourn not thinking himfelf fafe, 
defired Mr. Bradford to convey him out of the 
Throng, which he did, fheltringhim, andfpread- 
ing his Gown over him, into St. Paul's School, 
where he left him. Then cried the People, jih ! 
Bradford, thou haji faved him, that ivill be thefor^ 
nvardefi to burn thee -, as indeed he was. 

On the fame Day Afternoon, Mr. Bradford 
preached at 5^1^ Church, and fharply reproved fuch 
tumultuous Proceedings; yet within three Days af- 
ter, he was, by the Council, charged as a Stirrer up 
of Sedition, and fent to the "Tower ; from whence he 
was removed to \k\t King's- Bench, and brought be- 
fore Bonner to be examined ; bat ever put the Bifliop 
to a Non-plus : His Death being refblved upon, 
the bloody Wretch proceeded to pais Sentence upon 
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him, likewife to degrade him, and then committed 
him to the Compter^ where he continued a confide- 
rable time, preaching and exhorting the PrifonerSj 
in the Way of faving Knowledge, and relieving 
their Wants according to his Ability : Nor was 
there a Day paffed wherein fome Perfon of Qua- 
lity did not come to him for Inftrudtions, infomucb' 
that his Chamber feemed rather a Chapel for di- 
vine Wor(hip, than Imprifonment ; for there he 
preached twice every Sabbath, and prayed with j 
fuch as reforted thither every Day, and as often as 
he had Opportunity adminiftred the Sacrament in 
both Kinds. He was a Man i^o juft, that the \ 
Keeper of the King's-Bench would permit him to ' 
go into London and vilit his Friends, and he was ■ 
ever fo faithful, that he rather returned before, ' 
than after the Time he had fet. 

When his Friends demanded whether they 
fhould follicit his Delivery, and what he woulc^do \ 
if he had his Liberty, his Anfwer was, Tihat he did 
not greatly care whether he was delivered or not^ bul 
if it fo happened^ he would marry and live fecretlj^ 
in England. During his Imprifonment, many j 
Spanijh Friars came to tempt him to renounce his i 
Religion; but he ufed fuch powerful Arguments to 
confirm it to be the true Religion, fuch as was ef- \ 
tablifhed in the Primitive Church by Chrijl and his ; 
Apoftles, and fo confounded them in their own Ar- 
guments, that they were obliged to betake them- 
felves to their old Shift, which was to rail and 
brand him with the Name of Heretick. 

He had the Opportunity to efcape, but would by 
no Means attempt it ; the Night l3efore he was 
conveyed to^ Newgate he dream 'd, That he was to 
he burnt within two DaySy that Chains were brought^ 

and 
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f that the Day following be was to ^0 to New- 
zi which happened accordingly, for he was 
rce rifen before the Keeper's Wife came to him, 
I told him (he had heavy. News to inform him, 
ich is, faid fhe, That you muft prejently go to 
wgate, where your Chains are ready ^ in Order 
our being burnt in Smithfield ; at which he tak- 
ofF his Cap lifted up his Eyes toward Hea- 
, and faid, / thank God for ity I have looked for 
Day a longTime^ it comes not now to me fuddenly^ . 
as a Thing that I have waited for with Pati- 
', the Lord make me worthy to fuffer for his 
me : And thereupon he prayed fervently for a 
d Space, when as the Officers were come to 
h him, at which time he called together the 
bners and Servants, giving them many pious 
ortations, and diftributed Monies amongft them, 
ing them Perfevere in the Truths and not be 
iedaway with every IVind of DoSlrine,^ 
/hen he came to Newgate^ feveral came to vi- 
im, to whom he gave Ghoftiy Confolation j 
the next Morning the Sheriff came, and con- 
d him together with a Youth of about 
fears of Age to Smithfield, where the Stake 
prepared. When he came to the Stake, he 
d it, as likewife a Faggot that he took up, and 
falling flat upon his Face, in Token of Hu- 
y, he prayed for a good Space, till the ShcriflF 
ed him to rife 5 putting off his Raiment, he 
together with the Youfih, fattened to the 
?, when a§ he cried with a loud Voice, Re^ 
O England, of thy Sins, beware of Idolatry, 
re offalfe Anti-Chrifis, take heed they do not 
)e thee. Then turning to the young Man^ 
was an Apprentice to a Merchant in London, 

Y 'he 



[ 170 ] 

he faid, Be of good Comfort Brother^ for we /hi 
have a merry Supper with the Lord this Nigl 
And then embracing the Reeds, he faid. Strait is 
the fFay, and narrow is the Gate that leadetb 
everlafting Life^ and few there be that find it. 

The Fire being kindled, he held his Hands in tbej 
Flames, and with a Chriftian Patience fufFered thff^ 
Burning, without fo much as ftirring the Body^ 
dying a glorious Martyr, in the bloody Y( 

The Life of Nicholas Ridley. 

HE was born at Newcajlky and educated till 
he was fitted for Cambridge j where he grew 
io famous in Divinity, that he was chofen ]V£ififiir 
of Pembroke Hall, and commenced Do6lor in Di- 
vinity, 

Archbifliop Cranmer hearing of his Fame, made 
him Vicar of Hern in Eq/l-Kenty and in a whifc 
after was a Prebend of Canterbury 3 but not great- 
ly liking thofe, with whom he was obliged to 
convcrfe, left them, and travelled into Francis 
where having vifited many Places, . and profited in 
his Studies, he returned into Englaud *, he was no 
fooner come, but King Henry the Eighth fcnt fcr 
him, and ordained him one of his Chaplains ; and 
after made him Bifliop of Rochefter^ in which ht 
continued till the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, 
who tranflated him to London^ where he continued 
preaching and inftrudting the People, by expound*- 
ing the Scriptures, and perfuading them uofeigped- 
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Ijr to embrace the Reformed Religion, by utterly 
renouncing Popifh Superftitions and Idolatries. 

This good Bifhop was firft converted to the true 
Religion, by reading Bertram^ Book of thp Sacra- 
ment, and confirmed in his Opinion, by Peter 
Martyr^ and other learned Divines of the Reform- 
td Church. In the firft Year of Queen Mary he 
was fent for before the Council, and accufed of 
Reading Heretical Dodxine. To which Accufa- 
tion, he anfwered with learned Arguments 5 then 
was he, Archbifhop Cranmer^^znd Dr. Latimer ^ fent 
to Oxford^ to difpute with the Popifh Dolors j after 
which they were all three committed to Prifon in 
that City ; at laft Dr. Ridley was feparated firom the 
reft, and fent to the Houfe of one Mr. Irijh^ where 
be remained till he fufifered Martyrdom. He often 
oonverfed by Letters with holy Men, as likewlfe 
with Mr. Bradford^ who was at the lame time a 
Jhifoner in the King's Bench i when writing to 
Dr. Latimer y he defires him that he would fend 
him continually fome fpiritual Confolations ; JR?r, 
J&ys he, unlefs the Lord ajjijl me in his Service:, I 
(hall but play the Part of a Coward ; but he can 
make a Coward in his Caufe fight like a courageous 
Soldier. 

He confefled, that upon hearing the refolute 
Confeffion and laft Speech of Mr. Rogers^ he was 
greatly encouraged, and felt the Heavinefs that be- 
fore oppreflcd his Soul quite removed, fo that he 
was all Joy and Peace within. 

Being brought into St. Marf% Church , where by the 
Queen's Appointment, he was to be tried ; amongft 
ie Commiflioners, one fat reprefenting the Pope ; 
irhen he was come they opened their Commiffion, 
nd began to read it, to wnich he gave Au^uxVow^ 

Y 2 t\\ 
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till fuch time as ibey mentioned the Pope and his 
Supremacy, and then he put on his Hat, faying, / 
do not this in Contempt to any Perfon here^ but to the 
Pope^ mohoje iijurped Supremacy 1 jhould make myfelf 
guilty of owning^ if IJbculdwith Patience vail my 
Cap at the hearing it. 

Upon this, the Bilhop of Lincoln chafed ex- 
ceedingly, and commanded the Beadle to take off 
his Cap, which he meekly fufFered him to doj 
when after a long Examination, but no Proof a- 
gainft him of any erroneous Dodtrine, they pro- 
ceeded to read his Sentence of Condemnation ; and 
after the Bi(hop oi IVorceJler came to degrade him, 
bringing the Mailing Trinkets, which he would 
have him put on, but he refufed. Then the Biftiop 
with the Help of his Men put them on, and taking 
them off again, pronounced him an excommuni- 
cated and accurfed Perfon, declaring it dangerous 
for any toconverfe with him. YctDr. Ridley laugh'd 
at the Bugbear Threats, remembring the Words of 
the Apoftle, who fays, If our Confcience accufe us 
not^ God that is greater than our Confcience will not 
condemn us. 

After the Degradation, he was delivered in order 
to his Execution. At Supper-time his Keeper's 
Wife weeping to think he muft fuffer the next 
Day, he comforted her, faying, / pray be patient 
and chearfid^ as I am^ for by this Griej you exprefs^ 
^tis plain you love me not\ and#vith a chearful 
Countenance invited them alFio his Wedding, 
faying, - To-morrow pall I be married ; and when 
fome offered to watch with him, he refufed their 
Kindnefs, faying, * That he fhould fleep as well 
* That Night, as ever he did in his Life. 

When 
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./ When the Morning was come, the Sheriff and 
[ others, came with a great Guard to convey him to 
[the Place of Execution ; alfo Dr. Latimer^ who 
pyas condemned with him : Dr. Ridley dreflcd 
I himielf in his Epifcopal Garments, and fhaved 
himfelf, as if he had been going to an Earthly 
Wedding j upon his Way, looking behind him, he 
ifpied Dr. Latimer coming after, and called to him 
.with a chearful Voice, faying, O Brother^ are you 
there? Tes, faid Dr. Latimer ^ I harje ajter you as 
-faft as I can. When they came to the Place of 
'Execution, Dr. Cole being mounted upon a Stool, 
fet for that Purpofe, began to rail againft them to 
the People, telling them, * That they were Zuin- 
• * glians^ Oecolampadians^ and the worft of Here- 

* ticks.' Upon which Dodlor Ridley fell upon his 
Knees, and befought the Lord Williams ^f or Q\\x\^ 

■ Jdus Sake that he might have Liberty to anjnver him, 
■wid clear himfelf of tloofe Scandals before he died -y 

■■buttheVice-Chancellor and others, run and flopped 
s his Mouth, faying, * If he would recant he (hould 

* be heard, but not otherwife : Then faid Doftor 
^ Ridley J I will never deny my Lord Jefus^ and 

* his known Truth, whilft I have Breath in my 

* Body.' 'Then turning to Dr. Latimer^ he em- 
braced him, and bid him be of good Comfort j 

(* For, faid he, God will either affuage the Heat of 
... * the Fire, or give us Strength to endure its Fury 

* withPatience :' And fo goingto the Stake he kiifed 
I it, then kneeled down, and prayed for a good Space; 
• when rifing up, and being about to fpeak to the 

■ People, the Popiih Locuft run and flopped his 
. Mouth. 

When he was ftripped, and the Faggots were 
about him, he faid, * O Heavenly Father, I give 

*thee 
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* thee Thanks, for that thou haft called me to be a 

* Profeflbr of thee even unto Death ; I befeech thee, 

* O Lord God, have Mercy upon this Realm of 

* England^ and deliver it from all its Enemies.' 
When the Smith was knocking in the Staple that 
faftcned the Chain, he faid, * I pray thee good Fd- 

* low drive it in faft, for the Flem will have its 

* Courfe.' Then his Brother-in-Law brought him 
a Bag of Gun-powder, which he received joyfully, 
and tied it about his Neck. The Fire being kindled, 
he ftood in the Flame a long while before he died^ 
by Reafon of the ill making of the Fire, and then, 
faying, Into thy Hands ^ Lord, I commend my Sfi-^ 
rity Lord receive my Soul, he gave up the Ghoft, 
liiffering Martyrdom in the Year 1555. 

One thing is worthy of Note, and maybe counted 
a Prophecy, which was this : Dr. Ridley thca 
Bifhop oi London, long before King Edwarii 
Death, as he was crofling the T'z&a/^w in a Boat, 
the Wind arofe fo high, that all that were with 
him were in Fear of prefent drowning ; but he 
comforted them, faying, * Fear not, for this Boat?; 
V carries a Bifliop that muft be burned, and not 

* drowned.' 

I 

■ii 

1 

The Life of Hugh^lLatimer, 

HE was born at T'hriki^^Avi Leu^Jier/hireA 
and was fent to C^xtf^i^MBhtag^lCTe gave ] 
himfelf wholly to the Study of CT^m^, andcom--^ 
menced Batchelor of Divinity ; yet he wasfo zca-^ 
lous a Papift, that he wrote againfl Malan&lmi \ 
and others of the Reformed Churches 5 but God ]| 

having 
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ig made him a chofen Vejfel to bear his Nam^^ 
found Means for his Converfion ; for Mr. 
y an orthodox Divine, taking Notice of his 
Zeal, in the way he then was in, took fuch 
)rtunities to difcourfc with him, that by his 
incing Arguments he fo wrought upon him, 
gave Attention to his Doftrine, whereby he 
became much inclined to the Reformed 
ch ; and greatly grieved for the Abufes he had 
jd to the Reformed Minifters, aflcing them 
ivenefs for the Offences, 
hen he was thus converted, he began to preach 
o convert many ; but the Bifliop of Ely fent 
:ly to forbid him ; but upon his refuting to 
, the Bifhop went himfelf, where he found 
teaching fo authentickly, and with fuch a 
2, that the Bifhop inftead of reproving, highly 
nended him, and wifhcd to God that himfelf 
the Gift of Preaching. Shortly after Cbm- 
: was made againfl him to Cardinal Wolfey^ 
cited him ; but by the Means of Dr. Butts^ 
ing's Phyfician, he was rather advanced than 
jraged. It being about the Time that the De- 
vas concerning King Henry the Eighth's Su- 
icy : The Cardinal upon finding him a Man 
eat Learning, chofe him to be one about de- 
5 that Affair. Within a while, he grew into 
Favour with the Lord Cromwell that he pre- 
. him to a Benefice in Wiltjhire^ where he 
ited for many Years, and then was removed to 
lifhoprick of Worcejler^ where he behaved 
Jf fo well, that he foon obtained the Praife 
that were under his Cure. But fome malici- 
riars and Monks, who greatly envied him, 
y perceiving his Dodlrine tended to tha D\t- 

\ 



[ 176 ] 

covery of their abominable Errors, began to ex 
hibit many grievous Complaints againft him: Hov 
that he preachtd falfe Dodtrine, and endeavourqc 
to ftir up the People to Rebellion. To this h( 
fo learnedly ani'wercd, That his Adverfaries were 
aftiamed of what they had done -, then continued 
he more and more diligent than ever, reforming 
fuch Abufes, as were crept into the feverd 
Churches under hisjurifdidtion, oppofing the grofi 
Abfurdities of the Popifh Priefts, preaching againft 
Miracles and Tranfubftantiation, Adoration of I- 
mages, &c. which made the rigid Papifts ever lay 
Snares for him 3 but during the Life of tlie worthy 
Lord Cromwel^ they prevailed not. 

Upon New Year's- Day, when the Bifhops were 
wont to prcfent the King with Giftf?, Dr. Latins 
prefented King Henry with a New Teftament, in a 
Plandkerchief, with this Infcription on the Covers ji 
Whoremongers and Adulterers^ God will judge j fo'^ 
plain was he in reproving the King, when none be- j 
lides him durft attempt it. 

A while after, the Popifh Lords obtained a Bill, 
to pafs in Parliament, containing the fix bloody Ar- 
ticles, which obliged many a good Man, to lay 
down his Charge, and among the reft this good. 
Biftiop. When he had pulled off his Rochet be- 
fore feveral of his Friends, he fkipped for Jot, 
faying j Now I feel myfelf light ; as being dtf\ 
charged of a heavy Burthen. ' 

When he had refigned his Biftioprick, he retired/ 1 
to WeJi-King/iony near Briftol^ where he had *^ 
Parfonage, and there he preached every Sundf) 
exhorting the People in the Way to eternal Lif 
Yet here the refllefs Papifts would not iiiffer hii 
to.be quiet, but made great Complaints agajnft 

DoftrincJ^ 
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bodrine^ although they could prove nothing there- 
in contrary to the Word of God ; upon which he 
'repairing to Archbifhop Cranmer^ found fuch'Fa- 
^ Vbur, that he prevailed with the Kingfo far, that 
his Accufcrs were forced to (hrink ; well knowing 
f they could make out nothing erroneous againft his 
p Doftrine. 

j^ , King Henry the Eighth dying, and King Edward 
[ coming to the Crown, the fix Articles that had 
I caufedfuch Bloodflied, were revoked, andDodor 
Latimer was reftbred to his Bilhoprick, where he 
Continued to preach twice a Day ; the Pope's 
Chickens not having fuch Shelter, under the Wings 
r of this good Prince. The Biftiop lived in great 
[ Quiet, and followed his Studies fo clofc, that he 
became fuch a Difputant, that few durft encounter 
bim. 
One Day as he was preaching, he told his Au* 
" ditory, T^hat his preaching the Gofpel would one Day 
coji him his Life^ and that Winchefter was prefer-- 
, ved in the Tower Jor the fame Purpofe 5 which in 
* tfee Reign of Queen Mary fell out accordingly ; for 
flie wa5 no fooner feated in the Throne, but a Pur- 
^' fuivant was fent to fetch Dr, Latimer up to London ^ 
' of whofe coming, although he had Notice before- 
hand, yet would he not avoid him ; but having re- 
ceived the Letters he brought from the Council, 
he promifed to follow him, which he did the next 
day, though contrary to the Expeftation of his 
Enemies, who wiflied he would flie, well know- 
ing has great Parts 5 but he taking Leave of his 
Fnends, faid, / now go as willingly to give an Ac^ 
cotmt of my Faith ^ as ever 1 yet went to any Place 5 
douDting not J but that God, who hath made me 
worthy to preach his Word before two excellent Prin^ 

Z ce^ 
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ces^ ivill enable me to bear IVitnefs before the thiri^ 
either to her eternal Comfort or Dijcomfort. In. hil' 
Way he rid through Smithficld, where he faid to- 
fuch as accompanied him, that Smithfield hai 
groaned for him a long "Time. When he came be^ 
fore the Council, they fell to abufing him, and '" 
without fufFering him to fpeak^ lent him to thfr 
T^ower^ 

Being in the bowery God gave him not only 
Chriftian Patience,, but endued him with the Spirit 
of Wifdom^ beyond what he had formerly beea 
capableof: There he was kept a whole Winter with- 
out Fire, notwithfhmdiiig his Age, and the Extre- 
mity of the Weather ; which made him tell the 
Lieutenants*s Man, Unlefs they looked better after 
himy he JLoiild deceive them ; which Words he re- 
peating to his Mufter, the Lieutenant charged Dr. 
Latimer as one intending to make his Efcape ; but 
he expounded the Words, faying, That unlefs yon 
provide me Fire and other Neccffaries^ infteaaof dy^ 
ing by Heat (meaning burning) Ifkallperifh here 
through Cold and Want. 

After he had continued a confiderable time Pri- 
foner in the Tower ^ and had often been tempted 
to recant, he was fent to Oxford^ with Dodor 
Ridley y Bifhop of London^ and Archbi(hop Cran- 
?nery there to difpute againft the Popifli Doftora a- 
bout Tranfi>bftantiation, and other erroneous Te- 
nets of the Church of Rome-, where Dodtor Weflon 
was appointed Prolocutor : The Place for the Dif- 
pute being St^Af^ry's Church. And although theic 
three Champions of Chrift were feparated, not be- 
ing allowed the Ufe of Books ; yet did they fo con- 
found their Adverfaries by lively Texts out of" the 
Scriptures, and Proofs out of the Fathers, that 

they 



I ^79] 

atity were obliged to fall to their old Way of rail- 
ing ; and gave out to the Rabble, that they had 
^>revailed againft' the Hereticks, but would by no 
Means iuffcr tlic Proceedings to be publiflied. 
Then was our good Bifliop with the reft, conveyed 
to feveral PrifonSj where he continued with admi- 
rable Patience, writing to his Fellow- Sufferers, to 
comfort and ftrengthen them, to bear their Crofs ; 
and often in his Prayer he would beg of God to rc- 
ftore the Light of the Gofpel once more in -Ew^- 
Jand ; and that he would preferve Queen Elizabeth 
to be a Comfort to the People ; and for himfelf, 
he defired to die, that he might feal hisTeftimony 
with his deareft Blood. 

A while after he was brought to his Trial; where 
he fo defended the Dodrine he had preached, that 
his Enemies were amazed at his prodigious Learn- 
ing : Yet they proceeded to degrade and fentencc 
him; after which he was delivered up in order to 
his Execution, together with Dodtor Ridley. 

When he was brought to the Stake, he looked 
with a chearful Countenance, not being difmay'd 
at the Approach of Death : After he had prayed 
awhile, he unftripped himfelf, and faid to Bifhop 
Ridley^ Brother he of good Co?nforty and play the' 
Man; for 1 truji by God'j Grace^ we JhaUthisDay 
light fuch a Candle in England, asjhall never be put 
out : Adding^ T!hat he knew God was faithful^ and 
.would notfuffer him to he tempted above what he was 
able to bear. Then embracing Dod:or Ridley^ he 
was bound to the Stake, and the Fire kindled ; 
then he cried with a loud Voice, O Father ofHea-- 
ven tfiieivemy Soul-, and ftroking his Face with his 
Hand, he gave up the Ghoft 5 dying a glorious 
Martyr at Oxford^ in the Year 1555. 

Z 2 Two 
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Two Things arc worthy of Note : The firft U^ 
at his Death fuch Abundance of Blood gufhed outi' 
that it for awhile damped the Fire. The fecond is, 
That Stephen Gardiner^ Bifliop of Winchejier^ 
his mortal Enemy, having prepared a great 
Feaft at IVinchefier Hoiife in Southwark^ notwithV 
ftanding his having feveral Perfons of Quality to 
dine with him, would not go to Dinner, till he had 
received certain Intelligence of the Deaths of La-* 
timer and Ridley^ which was not till about Four 
in the Afternoon : When with a chearful Counte- 
nance he faid, come now my Lords fit down, tbeArclh, 
Hereticks are dijpatcbed ; but he had not eat paft 
three Bits before his Tongue began te fwell in hi^ 
Mouth ; fo that being carried from the Table, z% 
not being able to go himfelf, he continued in a mi-^- 
ferable Condition for fifteen Days and then died j 
being, as fome report, ftarvcd, by reafon he could 
not fwallow any Suftenance, 

The Life of yohn Philpot. 

HE was born in Hampjhire^ of worftiipful Pa-r 
rents, and was fent to New College in Ox- 
Jord^ and there profited in his Studies ; he then be- 
took himfelf to the Study of the Civil Law, and 
»^ after that, Divinity ; yet fljewing his. Opinion 
openly in Matters of Rdiffibn/%during the Reign of 
King Henry thcf Eighth; hc'-^aS often in Danger of 
his Enemies ;\b ^avpid theq^hc travelled to Italy ^ 
v^ere^he was not fjfif^iittthef j'-for by reafon of jthe 
great Zeal he had for God's Holy'Word, he could 
not forbear to fpeak againfl the Idolatries and Su- 

perftitions 
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pcrftitions of the Church of Rome :■ Yet through 
^e Protedion of the Almighty, he at tlie Bcgin- 
riing of King Edward's Reign, arrived in England^ 
and was made Arch- deacon of Winchejler j but 
when Queen Mary came to the Throne he loft his 
Place, yet continued his Title;. Within a while 
after, a Convocation was held in St, PauH Church, 
where Dodtor Wejlon being Prolucutor, Mr. IrhiU 
pot was chofen by the Bifhops, and other$ of the 
Reformed Church, to oppofe the Papifts in the 
piiputation ; where he fo learnedly managed his 
Part, that he put his Adverfaries to Silence : Whea 
they perceived no Arguments would bear them out, 
they threatned him with a Prifon, if he fpoke any 
more \ and within a (hort time after procured a 
Mandate from the Queen, to break up the Con- 
vocation. The Prolocutor all along ufed very 
infolcnt Behaviour, laying, ^hat they were all well 
enough ; for^ lays he, ^ve have the Sword^ andyou 
have the Word. 

Awhile after, there came an Order ftom Gar^ 
diner to apprehend Mr. Philfot^ which was done, 
and he committed to Prifon ; and being fent for 
by Doctor Story ^ he examined him, and after- 
wards fent him to Bonner^ who put him in his 
Coal^Houfe, where he found one T. Whittle^ a Mi- 
njifter of EJJex^ who had made his Recantation, 
and was difinifled j but finding fuch inward Tor-r 
nents in his Confcience, that he could reft neither 
Day nor Night, he came to the Biftiop's Regifter, 
Liid defir^d to fee his Recantation, upon Pretejice of 
dding fomething more ; but the Book was no 
x>ner opened, but he tore it in Pieces, and then 
nmediately found Eafe ; yet was he apprehended 
i4 carried before Bonnery who not only railed at 
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him, but beat him, tore off his Hair, and ufed 
many other Outrages ; which he patiently endured, ;' 
rejoicing at his outward Sufferings and Imprifon- ' 
ment, better than his Enlargement. 

Within a Day or two Mr. Philpot was fent for }(^ 
before Bonner^ who alkcd how he could be f6 
merry as to fmg Pfalms in fuch a Place, rejoycing Z 
in his Naughtinefs ? Not fo my Lord, faidMr. Phit 
pof^ but according to the Direftions of St. Pnul^ 
we rejoyce in the Lord, finging together in Hymm 
and Spiritual Songs ^ for we are in a dark and com- 
fortlefs Place, and therefore we comfort ourfelvcs 
as well as we can, left as Solomon fays. Sorrow 
foould eat up the Heart ; therefore feeing the Apo- 
ftlc fays, If a Man be of an upright Mindy let him 
Jing Pfalms ; we being fo, I hope your Lord- 
fljip will not be angry. Then Bonner demanded 
hisOpinion about the Sacrament ; but he replied in' 
the Words oi Ambrofe to the Emptror Falentinian^. 
T'ake away the Law^ and I will dijpute : For fhould 
I now do it, I ihould bring myfelf into a Snare ; 
neither do I think myfelf bound to anfwer in pri-' 
vate, but if I am called to anfwer in publick as the 
Law fhall require, I fhall not be afhamed of the 
Gofpel of Chrijly nor the Teftimony I have bom 
of it. 

Then was he again carried to the- Cole-Houfe^ 
where he profeffed he flept as well upon Straw, as 
on a Bed, of Down. 

Being fent for again, he found feveral Doftors 
and Bifhops with Bonner ^ who were to examine"' 
him J and the Bifhop of Worcefier defired him to 
pray to God to ftrcngthen him to defend his Caufe, 
as alfo to better his Underftanding, if he was de- 
ceived : But Bonner was difpleafed with the Bifhop " 

for 
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fcr bidding him pray ; for faid he, ^his it is in 

which they take afmgular Pride ^ and are like fame 

Hereticks that Pliny makes mention of\ who ufed 

to ling Antelucanos Hymno?^ Hymns before the 

Dawning of the Day : Tis^ faid Mr. Philpot, 

I befeech God of his Mercy to make all that are here 

frefent^ fuch Hereticks \ for they nvere godly 

ChriflianSy with whom the Tyrants of the JVorld 

were offended for their Chriflian PraSIices and 

■ godly living. 

After this, the Bifhops demanded if he would 
recant, but he told them he would not, unlefs they 
could convince him of any Error by Scripture ; but 
they would not difpute, and he was remanded to 
the Cok-Holej and there fet in the Stocks ; and^ 
after, was condemned, degraded, and fent to 
Newgate 5 by the Way he exhorted the People to 
be conftant, and perfcvere in the Faith of Chrifl^ 
and defired them to blefs God for that Day wherein 
he was to fuflfer. 

When he came to Newgate^ he was put into a 
Place by himielf, and had Word brought him the 
next Morning, that he muft fuffer 5 when with a 
chearful Countenance, he replied, I am ready ^ God 
grant me Strength^ and a joyful RefurreSlion. And 
after retiring a while to pray, he came forth, and 
was conveyed into Smith/ieldy where he no fooner 
came, but he fell on his Knees, and with a loud 
Voice cryed, / will pay my Vows in thee O Smith- 
field ^ then riling up, he kifled and embraced the 
..Stake^ ^yingi Shall Idifdain to fuffer at this Stake ^ 
ivben my Lord and Saviour refufed not to fuffer a 
moft vile Death for me ? Having poured out his 
Soul to Godj he fufFcred himfclf to be bound with 
the Chain ^ and when the Fire was kindled, he 

covnvwrcv^Y\^^i. 



commended his Spirit into the Hands of the Fi 
of all Spirits, and patiently gave up the Ghoft ; 
faring Martyrdom, in the Year 1555, and of 
Age aoout Forty-nine. 

The Life of Thomas Hawks 

MR. Thomas Hawks was a young Gentlei 
of '^.'jex^ of a comely Perfon and excel 
Qiijliries, who had been brought up at Court ui 
the Earl oi Oxford \ but in procefs of Time, 
quitted his Service, to give himfelf more frecl 
God, and to wor/hip him according to his ( 
fcience. 

His Wife having bore him a Son, and he b 
unwilling to have the Child baptiz'd accordinj 
the Rites of the Church of Rome^ his Suffer 
commenc'd from this Time : For his Adverfi 
taking Advantage of his delaying the Baptifm oi 
Child, carry'd him before the Earl oi Oxford^ 
late Mailer, to be examined upon the Reafon 
his fo doing, and to lay the Grounds of a Pre 
againft him, for being a Perfon unfound in 
Religion, and a Contemner of the Sacrame; 
Which the Earl of Oxford having no Reafoi 
doubt of, (as far as the Circumftance of his de 
ing the Baptifm of his Child could be a Prooj 
it) his Lordfhip fent him to Bifliop Bonner^ to 
fwcr to further Enquiries, and to give an Acc( 
of bis Faith. 

The Bifliop, on Perufal of the Earl oi Oxford" i\ 
ter, proceeded toexamine the Prifoner on the Fa( 
(^niioa. He likewife aik'd him^ if he belit 
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ter the Sacriment of the Altar, Mafles, the Confi- 
teor, and Prayers for the Dead. To which Que- 
ftion Mr. Hawks readily anfwer'd, difavofwing his 
Belief in fuch Trumpeties, confuting from Scrip- 
ture the Arguments which were ofFef-ed in the De- 
fence of them, and repeating his Quotation Word 
for Word, and naming the Book wherein the 
Text was coritain'd. 

This was tranfacfted by way of private Converfe j 
ih which all Means were ufed to feduce, or draw 
him from the Faith 5 but finding their Endeavours 
flncfFeiftaal, it was agreed he fhotild be brought to 
^a publick Examination, and try*d by the Rigour 
.of perfecuting Laws. 

f This was a Refolution, to which nothing could 
be more fuitable, than the Method in which they 
proceeded ; for in Order to be furc of his Ruin, 
Aey produced a Bill againft him, containing a fup- 
p&fed Declaration of his Opinion, which had been 
ttiUedted from his Difcourfe, and was writ by 
Biftiop Bonner' % own Hand. The Words of the Bill 
are thefe. 

i Thomas Hawks do here declare^ T!hat the Mafs 
IS abominable y deteftable^ andjull of Superjiition : 
And ajfb concerning the Sacrament of the Altar ^ I 
&y, li>at Chrift is in no Part thereof Bodily^ bui 
mly in Heaven. 

The producing of fuch Evidence againft him, 
*as fo much the more unjuft, and contrary to all 
light, as that Mn Hawks abfolutely refused to fignt 
; or fo rtiuch as to fuffer it to touch his Hand ; 
^ugb the'BUhop would have had him take it in 

A a' Ki& . 
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his Hand, and give it him again, as an Intimation 
of his Confcnt. 

Yet tliis was the Bill which brought him to the 
Stake, and was the Caufe of the Death of a M^ 
whom they knew in their Confcience they were in- 
humanly murdering -, for which they could after- 
wards make no Reparation. 

As the Martyr told them himfelf on the Occa- 
fion ; Tou may, (faith he to Bojiner) in your Ma- 
lice dejlroy a Alan^ but when you have done^ you carir 
not Jo much as wake aFi?iger. 

\\'hen he was urg'd to recant, he made this re- 
folute Anfwer : ' That had he a hundred Bodies^ hi 
would rather fi^er them all to be tore to Pieces^ than 
renounce the Truth. In the Search of which he 
was fo inquifitive and diligent, that he found out % 
memorable Diftindlion, by which one might come 
to the Difcernmcnt of it : The falfe Prophets (hj 
faid) cry out^ Dicit'Ecclefia ; thus faith theCburch 
But the true Prophets^ Dixit Dominus ; thusfaitl 
the Lord. 

Such Fortitude and keen Truths could not bul 
irritate a Generation of Vipers j who, tho' he had 
not in this manner reproved them, looked upon his 
Profeffion of the Gofpel as a Crime worthy d 
Death, and therefore he was foon condemned bj 
bloody Bonner ; yet altho' Sentence was pafs'd a- 
gainft him on the 9th of February^ ^SSSi he re- 
mained in Prifon, or (as it were) in the Jaws ol 
Death, till the loth of June following ;' when be 
was fent to Coxhall in EJfes^ under a ftrong Guar4 
there tofufFer. 

He was met and vilited on the Road by feveral 
Friends, who came to comfort him under his lafl 
Confli^ft : To each of whom Jie Ipeak pri;icularly, 

giving 
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^^ving fuch Advice about the Salvation of their 
;Souls, as was particularly adapted to their Condi- 
tions. And being defir'd a little before his Death, 
fV!> (hew fome Mark to fucli as might come after, 
cc follow him to the Flames, that the Pains of that 
kind of Death were not fo fharp, but that a Man 
might poflefs his Mind in Patience and Quietnefs 
rundcr them : He promised, that he would be 
'xnindfiil of the Requeft, and that he would ihew a 
f'Sign by lifting his Hands over his Head toward 
Heaven, before he gave up the Ghoft. 

Being come to the Stake, though there was a 
ftrait Chain fattened to his Middle, he fpake 

iny Things to the People by way of Exhortation ; 
%\xt more particularly to the Lord Rich, who had 
[Ijrought him thither, reafoning with him on the 
Inhumanity of fuch Executions, upon the Guilt 
^1)f (hedding Blood, the innocent Blood of the 
Saints. 

He then fervently pray'd, and pour'd out his 
Soul unto God ; but the Fire being kindled quite 
round him, his Speech was foon taken from him, 
ind his Skin flirivelled up, and his Fingers were 
confumed. 

The Speftators had now no farther Expeftation 
I of the Sign he had promifed, his Body feeming 
incapable of any Funftion ; and yet (as if the re- 
maining Parts had received fome new Energy) he 
again 'moved on a fudden, and lift up both his 
Hands towards Heaven over his Head, (as he pro- 
'mifed) tho' they were then burning in a bright Fire, 
and with great Rejoicing, as feemed, thrice ftruck 
or clapt them together [ The Peopl? at the fame 
time ftiouted for Joy, feeing fuch an Example of 
the mtcmal Comfort of fuch as die for Chrift, and 

Aa 2 of 
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of the extraordinary Power which tbey receive from /^ 
God. Hefuffcrtd j^^;/^ |o, ^5S5* 

The Life of Robert Samuel. 

MR. Robert Samuel was Miniftcr of Barejold 
in Suffolk^ where he taught the Flock, which 
the Lord had committed to his Charge, with PiH- 
gence and Succefs. 

Being afterwards apprehended, he was carried to 
Norivicb Prifon, where he met with very unmer- 
ciful Treatment from Bifhop Hopton^ and Doiflor 
Dunnings his Chancellor ; Men, who feem d to be 
Rivals in Cruelty. In Prifon he was chain'd bok- 
upright to a great Poft, in fuch Sort, that (landing 
only on Tip-toe, he was fain to keep up the foiw 
or Weight of his Body only upon that Stay j and, 
as if that Torment had feem'd infufficicnt, thcfe 
cruel Men kept him in Prifon without Meat 01 
Drink, whereby he was forely afflifted with Hun- 
ger and Thirft ; allowing him only two or three 
Morfels of Bread every Day, with three Spoonfiilt 
of Water ; not fo much to preferve his Life, as to 
increafe his Hunger, and referve him for Torments, 

He would have drank his own Water, to quench ft 
the Rage of his Thirft, but his Body was fo tm%^ 
ciated with Famine, that it would not afford him 
even that Refre(hment. 

At length, Augiijl 31, 1555, when he waft 
brought forth to the Stake, the Pains of which he 
Ipok'd upon, inComparifon of the Torments which 
he had fuffered, as the Meafis of a welcome Deli- 
verance, and not wxth the Terror and Conflid 

which 
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ivhich accothpany the Approaches of Death ; he 
was heard to declare this fbange Thing which hap- 
pened to him during his Imprifonment, whereby 
it appeared that he was favoured of God in an ex- 
traordinary manner, in Proportion as his ASuffcrings 
ifor the Sake of Chrift, exceeded the Torments of 
other Martyrs. 

Being famijhed mtb Hunger for two or three 
Day 5^ I fell into a Slumber : At which time I be-- 
hela a Per/on apparell'd in white ^ whofeemed to Jiand 
he/ore me and mini fired Comfort to me in thefe Words ; 
" Samuel, Samuel, be of good Cheer ^ and take a 
'* good Hearty for after this Day thoufialt neither 
[^ hunger nor tbir/ij 

This came accordingly to pafs, for from that 
rime till he fufFered, T which was fomeDays after) 
he had no Defire either of Meat or Drink, but 
feemed to be nourifti'd by Food from Heaven. 
And this he declared, that all Men might behold 
the wonderful Works of God, and his Care of his 
Saints 5 faying, That he could have revealed like- 
wife other Matters, concerning the great Comforts 
be received of Chrift in his Affliftions ;. but he 
choie, in the Lowlinefs of his Hearf, to fay no 
more of them, leaft he might feem to boaft. 

The People were fo convinced of his being highly 
favour'd of God, that they verily believed, as they 
looked on theFlames, that his Body ihin'd as bright, 
and as white, as new- try 'd Silver : And it likewife 
iccm'd, as if God had fpoken by his Mouth, and 
fcnt him to publifh the Downfal of Popery, which 
(he faid) would be at laft efFed;ed, with horrible 
^ubverfioDS and Mutations of Kingdoms and Coun- 
tries. 

, The 



[ 190 ] 

The Life of Ann Jjkew. 

MR S. AnnAJkew^ aPerfon of a noble Birth, 
and wealthy Circumftances, and great 
Knowledge in the Scriptures, being examined upon 
the feveral Articles of Tranfubftantiation, private 
Maflcs, and auricular Confeflion, which the King 
required all Men to believe on Pain of Death ; and 
either declining to anfwer at all, or making (harp 
and ingenious Replies, was fent by the Lord- 
Mayor of London to the Compter. 

In one of her Examinations, the Bifliop's Chan- 
cellor Tebuk'd her for quoting and dealing in the 
Scriptures : For St. Faul^ he faid, forbad Women 
to talk, or to fpeak of the W(Jrd of God. She an- 
fwered him. That (he knew St. Paul's Meaning as 
well as he ; the Words containing only a Prohibi- 
tion for Women to teach in the Congregation : 
She then afk'd him, how many Women he had feen 
go into the Pulpit and preach ? He faid, he never 
faw any. Then, replied (he, you ought not to find 
Fault with poor Women, except they tranfgrefs 
the Law. 

When (he was aflc'd, whether it was true, that 
fhe had faid, that (he had rather read five Lines only 
in the Bible, than hear five whole MafTes in the 
Temple. She confeffed, that fhe had faid no lefs ; 
though not in Difpraife of the Epiftles or the Got 
pels, which are contained in the Mafs, but becaufe 
the Bible did greatly edify her, and the other no- 
thing at all (being pronounced in Latin) for, as 
we find, faith fhe, in i Cor. xiv. 8. If the Trum- 
pet giveth an uncertain Sounds who will prepare 

himjelf 
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himjelffor the Battle ? When (he declined to an- 
fwer Bifliop Bonner upon this Queftion, Whether 
the Scriptures fay, that the Bread in the Sacrament 
is the Body of Chrift ? Repeating often, that (he 
believed as the Scriptures taught her : He afked 
her. Why flhe returned her Anfwers in fuch few 
Words ? She iaid, * Becaufe a Woman of few 
' Words is a Gift of God: 

In her laft Examination, the Lord Chancellor 
Wriotbejly afk'd her Opinion concerning the Sacra- 
ment of the Altar ; and the Bifliop of Winchefler^ 
Dr. Gardiner y not being fatisfied with her Anfwer, 
and requiring her to fpeak more direftly to the 
Point, flie reply'd, flie would not fing the new Song 
of the Lord in ajlrange hand. The Bifliop faid, 
ihe fpake in Parables : She anfwered, it was bell 
for him ; for if flie fliewed the open Tjruth, he 
would not accept it. The Bifliop told her, that 
flie fliould be Tiurnt : She anfwered, that flie had 
fearched all the Scriptures, yet could not find, 
that Chrift or his Apoftles had put any to Death. 

She was afterwards put to the Rack, in order to 
oblige her to confefs from whom fiie had received 
Relief whilft in Prifon ; and becaufe flie lay ftill, 
and did not cry, the Lord Chancellor, and one 
Mr. Kichy took the Pains to rack her with their own 
Hands, till flie was nigh Dead ; (having firft afl^'d. 
her, if flie was with Child ? To which ihe an- 
fwer'd, that they need not fpare her for that) which 
Punifliment the Chancellor inflifted upon her him- 
fclf, becaufe he thought that Sir jinthony Knevet^ 
lieutenant of the Tower, had been too gentle to 
her when flie was rack'd before. When the Lieu- 
tenant caufed her to be loofed from the Rack, flie 
fell into a Swoon ^ then recovering herfelf, flie fat 
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on the bare Ground for two Hours, reafoning wi 
tlie Lord Chancellor, and defending her righteous^ 
Caufe. -'-^ 

The Day of her Execution bein^ tit length come, ■ 
flie was carried into Smithfield in a Chair, havi 
been lamed in her Feet by the Torments fhe 
fufFer'd in the Tower. When all Things were prc-^ 
pared for the Fire, Dr. Shnxton preached the Ser--^ 
mon ; who, when he fpoke right, Anne AJke^^ 
took Notice of it, and told the People he faid wellj^ 
when he faid amifs, there, faid flie, he mifleth^ * 
and fpeaketh without Book. Then the Lord'- 
Chancellor who was prefent, fent her Letters of 
Pardon from the King, if (lie would recant ; but ^ 
ihe refufed to look upon them, and faid, that fhe ^ 
came not thither to deny her Lord and Maftch • 
Whereupon the Lord-Mayor crying out, Let yuf^'^ 
tice be done ; and the Fire being kindled, fhe waS ; 
foon encompaffed in the Flames, where (be gave' 
up this mortal Life, to receive a Crown of bleHed 
Immortality. For flie look'd on hcrfelf, that j(hd '' 
might not loofe the Things which Jhe had wrought ; 
Init that by abiding in the DoSirine of Chrift, Jht 
might receive herjull Reward. 

% • 

The Life of William Hunter. 

TT WILLIAM HUNTER, a young Mm, 
V V being only nineteen Years of Age, was ac- 
cufed, upon his refufing to receive the Sacraihent 
of the Altar at Eafler^ ih the firft Year of Queen 
Mary 3 of which having timely Notice, smd hts 

Matter \ 
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lafter being unwilling to let him (lay at his Houfc 
X Fear of Trouble, he went into the Country to 
bis Father's Houfe at Brentwood in Effex. 

Now there beiAg a Chappel in that Place, /ST/V- 
lam went into it, to read the Word of God in a 
Uble which lay on the Defk« This being obferved 
>y one Atwell a Sumner, he began a Difpute with 
Villidm^ on the Unlawfulnefs of Reading the Scrip- 
Lires; but not fii^dlng himfelf able to maintain it, 
le flew out of the Chapel in a Fury, telling him, 
bat though he was not able himfelf, to reafbn with 
tioi , he would fetch him his Match, 

He then brought to him T})omas JVoody the Prieft 
f Soutbwelly who was near at Hand, who ask'd 
lim. Sirrah^ wbo gave you Leave to read in the 
iiile^ and expound it ? Ta which the young Man 
nfwered, tlmt he did nor take upon him to ex- 
pound the Bible, but only to read it for his Com- 
brt. The Prieft then reprov'd him for meddling at 
11 with it, faying to this Purpofe, That it did not 
lecome him^ nor any fuch as he was, to be fearch- 
og after that Kind of Knowledge. But William 
0vho judg'd quite other wife of this Matter, would 
by no Means ftand correded, as if he had done 
wrong 5 and therefore he boldly withftood his Re- 
proof, declaring to him^ that h§ would read ihe 
Scriptures as long as he lived : And farther told him, 
That it did not become him to cj^courage any Man 
from doing it ; but that he ykM rather obliged in 
Duty and Confcience to exhort Men to be diligent 
in feanching the Word. The Prieft replied, That 
it ill became him, to tell him what he was to do ; 
and that he perceived him to be a Heretick. But to 
this the Youth faid, that Telling the Titth was no 

ark of Hcre^. 
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Here the Prieft proceeded to an Argument, te 
ling him, he was infoim'd, That he had been mei 
C'lmg with the fixth of St. 'Jchn^ in which Chapt 
Cbrifl liiith him felt, Except ye eat tny FleJI:^ ai 
drink my Bhod^ ye have no Life in you ; makingU 
of thefc Words of our Saviour, as a Proof of tl 
Corporal Prefcnce. 

JVilliam anfwer'd, That this Sen/e which w; 
put upon the Words of Chri/l, was like the earn 
Exposition of the Je^iVS ^^tCapemainn; who thcug] 
from thcfe Words, that our Saviour would ha^ 
given them his Flefh to eat, in the fame mannc 
as if it were fome natural Food ; but our Savioi 
corredted that Error, 2nd faid, that tbe fVort 
ivhich hefpoke unto them ivere Spirit and Life. 

Immediately after, the Prieft informed M 
Brcivn, a Juftice of the Peace, of this Convert 
tion 5 whereupon Mr. Broivn fent for fFiiliam 
FzthtTy [frilliam himfelf having withdrawn, upo 
aSufpicion of what was intended againft him) cora 
manded his Father to produce him forthwith, ( 
he (hould have no Reft zx. Brentwood i and ofterin 
him a Crown for his Trouble to go and fearch ft 
him ; which the poor Father refofcd, abhorrin 
the unnatural Hire. 

He w^ent however, (under great Sorrow and Dil 
comfort) to fee for him, whom William firft del 
crying, he faid, he fuppofcd that he came inSearc 
of him ; and the Father confefs'd it, but wej 
fore, and faid he would return, and fay, that \ 
could not find him ; the Youth faid no, but 1: 
would go with him, * and fave him harmTefs. 

When he was retiirn'd to Brentwood^ Mr. Brtm 
not doubting but that he was able to confute hin 
began aDifpute with hirh; and after fome Contrc 

veri 
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verfy told him, that in the 22d of St. Luke, Cbrifl 
had exprefsly called the Bread his Body, by taking 
Breads and ^ying, T^kii is my Body, which is given 

Jcryou\ and therefore if he denied Cbriji to be bo- 
dily in the Sacrament, he went about to make 
Chrift a Liar. 

The Youth, who had no need to clear himfelf 
from fo harfh and unchriftian a Confequence, yet 
meekly made Anfwer, that he had no fuch Mean- 
ing ; but faid, that he carncftly defired to knpw 

-the Mind of Cbrift. He iliid, that the Words in 
the fame Verfe fhew'd, that the Ordinance was 

^commemorative, This do in Remembrance of me. 
That the Words, This is my Body, were fpoken in 
Figure 5 that though Q)riji does call the Bread his 
Body, as he doth alfo fay, that he is a Vine, and a 
Door, yet is not his Body turn'd into Bread, any 
more than he is changed into a Vine or a Door. 

After this being fent to Biihop Bonner, he was at 
firft tried with foothing Words, with a Promife, 
that if he would there fecretly recant, it fhould go 
no farther, and he fhould return Home without 
any Hurt. 

This was propos'd to him as an Expedient, which 
it was thought he could not but comply with y but 
the Youth, who detefted the Offer, could not be 

. induced by any Allurement, to promife any more, 

. than that if his Lordfhip would let him be guided 
by his own Confcience, he would keep his Con- 
fcience to himfelf. 

But this not being the Point which the Bifhop 
atm'd at, he then began to threaten him,' (a Pradice 
in which the Bifhop was well fkill'd) JVell, faid the 
Youth, you can do no more than God will permit 
you : So likewife, when he told him be was no 

Bb2 C)ai\^iC)axt 
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Chriilian, but denied the Faith in which he ^ 
baptized ; the Youth made Anfwer, / u^as baj 
zed in the Faith of the Holy Trinity^ wbicb I *i 
not depart from^ God ajfifting me. 

After Icvcral Examinations, the Sentence 
Death was at length pronounced againft him. 
which time, even after the Sentence was paft, ' 
Biihop cilled to hrm, and fkid, if he would 
cant, he would give hmn forty Pounds to fet up 
Trade; or he would place him in an Office, 
make him Steward of his Houihold ; telling hi 
that he had Wit, and that he liked bim. 1 
youne Man anfwered, that he thanked his Loi 
fhip tor his great Offers; but as to the Condition 
which they were made, namely, his recanting, 
could not agree to it, till he was firft perfuaded frc 
the Word of God, that he was in an Error : F 
faid he, I cannot turn from God, upon the Ho] 
of worldly Advantage ; for / count all Things i 
JDrofs for the Love of Chrift. 

His Father and Mother coming to him after ! 
Condemnation, they defired heartily of God^ tl 
he might continue to the End in that good Way 
which he had begun ; and his Mother faid to hii 
that (he was glad that ever fhe was fo happy as 
bear fuch a Child, who could be thus willing to \{ 
hfe Life for the Sake of Chri/l. He toH her, tl 
for the little Pain which he fliould then fuff 
which could laft but a Moment, he was promii 
a Crown of Glory : And afking her, if fhe mig 
not be glad of it ? His Mother faid. Yea, tl 
fhe thought him well beftow'd, and prayed G 
to fh-engthcn him to the End. 

He went chearfuUy to the Place of Executic 
(which was near his Father's Houfe) where theSh 
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riff told him, that there was a Letter from t5je 
Queen, and if he recanted he might live j but it 
was far from his Heart to defire to live upon fuch 
Terms, the Tender of which rather ftill confirmed 
him the more in his Refolution to fufFen 

When he was faftened to the Stake, he deiired 
the People to pray for him, as long as they faw any 
Life in him ; faying, that he would like wife pta,y 
for them. Upon which Mr. Brown^ fiercer than 
the Evening IVohes^ faid to him> Pray for thee^ 
I will no more pray for ihee^ than I will for a Do^. 
To whom the young Man anfwered, jlfr. Brown, 
now you have that which you fought for ^ I pray God 
it be not laid to your Charge at the la/i Day i bow • 
belt I forgive you. Then laid Mr, Brown^ I a^ 
mi Forgivenefs of thee. But the Youth faid, that 
if God forgave him not^ he would require bis Blood 
at bis Hands. 

Upon this came a Prieft, and oiFered a pQpiffi 
Book to Robert Hunter^ a Brother of Willianf^ 
that be might prefent it to William^ but the Bro- 
ther refufed to meddle with it. 

IVilliam^ when he faw it, faid, Away^ thoufalfe 
Prophet'^ beware of binty good People^ and come 
0W€ty from tbeir Abominations ^ left you partake of 
their Plagues. 

This fo angered tlie Priefi, that ho faid, Lootjfs 
thou burneft now, fofbalt thou burn in Hell. To 
which the young Man anfwered, in the Zeal of his 
%Hrit, and Firmncfs of Truth, T^bou lieft^^ thou 
falfe Prophet y away^ thou falfe Prophet ^ a^ay. 

Then a Gentleman faid^ / pray God . ^o have 
Mercy on bis Soul. To which the People moftly, 
with up-lifted Hands, joined Amen^ Amen. His 
Brother bad him to call taJMind th^ holy PaiHan of 
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Chrifi^ and not be afraid of Death. To which k 
anfwered, / am not afraid. He then faid, Lord^ 
Lordy receive my Spirit ; and immediately after- 
wards calting his Head into the Smoak, rcfigned 
his blefled Soul into the Hands of God, March 20, | 

The Life of Thomas Cranmer^ 
Archbiftiop of Canterbury, 

HE was born a Gentleman at ArfelaSlon in ■ 
Nottingbamjhirey and was fcnt to Cambridg(i : 
where he fo profited in his Studies, that he was ^ 
made Fellow of Jefus College ; but marrying, that 
Placewasfequeftred from him, and he was appointed i 
Divinity-Reader in Bucking bam-College^ where he 
behaved himfelf fo well, that he got the Good- 
will of the Heads of the Univerfity ; fo that his 
Wifv;: dying, he was re-invefted in his former Place, 
where he coriimenccd Dodior of Divinity. 

Cardinal IVolfey having founded a new College 
jn Oxford, fought, for the moft learned Men in the 
Kingdom to replenifli it, amongft whom Cranmef 

' was chofen ; but he forefeeing WoJfey's Fall was at 
handj would not embrace the Ofifer, but kept in ' 

' his former Station. 

King Henry the Eighth being defirous to be di- 
vorced from Katherine of Spain, formerly married 
to his elder Brother, Prince Arthur, had long la- 
boured in the Court of Rome to efFeft his Purpo^ j 
but after great Trouble, and much MoneyJ^ftpC,, 
nothing was done ; infomuch that the King wispii-' 

« «, ' ceeding 
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^ding troubled. It happened thztFox and GardU 
nery the former the King's Almoner, and the latter 
bis Secretary, being at IValtbamy where the Court 
reiided, they one Day invited Cranmer to dine with 
them, who was come from Cambridge, for Fear of 
the Plague, which raged much in that Univerlity : 
In the midft of their Feaftihg, they demanded his 
Opinion touching the King's Divorce ; to whom 
he made this modeft Anfwcr. 

I cannot fay much on tbefudden^ in fo weighty a 
Bufinefsy which requires a confiderable Study and 
Conjideration ; but in my Opinion^ filing ^^^ ^^^S 
Hes under Prejfure of Mindy and is in great Trou- 
ble of Confcience^ nothing can be vior^e grievous than 
kng Delays and Wandering in Romifli Suits^ in 
which y whofoever are once entangled^ can hardly get 
out of the Snares ; wherefore I think it better, that 
kying afide all Delays, and Court Suits, wherein 
the King has beenfo long tojfed with great AffliSiions 
^ Mind, the Judgment of Divines both in our own 
and foreign Nations, and Univerfties, be fearched 
out and required, which may be ftrengthenedwith the 
Law of God 3 and as they pall by God's Word prove 
it^ lawful or unlawful, Jo let the King proceed, and 
by that Means have the Caufe determined in his own •■ 
Country j whereby he may live in lawful Matrimony 
with a chearful Mind, and quiet Confcience ; which 
is much to be dejired by all bis faithful SubjeSis. 

Having thus fpoke, they highly approved of what 
he faid j wifhing the King had had his Advice be- 
fore he fent to Rome. Next Day coming to the 
King's Prefence, he demanded what was done in 
(lis Affair,' Fox recounted tq him all that Cranmer 
bd fiid, but Gardiner would have had the Praifc 
i[ it hin)lelf ; yet the King would not hear him,. 
* - but 
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bat returning to Fox\ asked him whether Cranmer 
was yet in IValtham \ and underftanding he was, 
he immediately fent for him ; laying, . fli? counfeU 
right \ had I but kfiown as much two Tears fmce^ I 
had not only Jaroed infinite Expences^ but had lived 
ijsith a quieter Mind e're this Time^ than now I do. 

When Cranmer was introduced, the King de- 
manded if he would Aand to what he had faid : 
To which, he replied, that he would. Where- 
upon the King commanded him to write his Opi- 
nion, as likewife the Earl of tViltJbire to furniih 
him with Lodgings, Books, and whatever he re- 
quired. When Cranmer had written as he thought 
fit, he prefented it to the King who highly appro- 
ved it, and asked him if he would make it good 
before the Pope : Which he undertook to do, and ;. 
defired the King, that learned Men might be fent [ 
to other Univerfities to know their Opinions ; which i" 
was accorded to, and Cranmer with the Earl of ■ 
Wikjhire^ were fent Ambafladors to R<^me ; where 
the Pope holding forth his Toe for them to kifs, \ 
an unmannerly Spaniel of the Earls, run and caught ^ 
it in his Mouth ; after which the AmbaiTadors re- "* 
fufed the Favour, and the Pope pulled in his Foot j 
again. \ 

Cranmer having made hi* Bufinefs known, of- I 
fered to difpute with any that would undertake to \ 
defend againft his Opinions : Saying, Re would \ 
prove it by the Lawo/God^ That a Brother ought not t9 j 
fnarry his Brother's Wife. But finding none that j 
would argue in that Point ; after the Pope had made \ 
him his Penitentiarv, he left Rome and went into ; 
Germany \ where he put the Queftion to thofe of 
the chiefeft Univerlity, who confirmed what he 
bad i^id \ and he returned into England^ bringing 

with 

i 



With him the Opinions of above two Hundred 
learned Men, who concurred with him, that the 
Marriage was unlawful. 

About the fame time thofe that the King fent into 
Italy ^ and other Parts returned, bringing the Opinions 
of mofi: Univerfities, which were coherent with 
the other ; the King having kept the Arch-Bilhop- 
rick oi^Cantdrbury (vacant by the Death oi William 
Warbam) the Space of ten Months ; upon Cran- 
mer's Return he beftowed it on him, though he 
much declined it, having delay *d his Bufinels the 
longer, in Hopes fome one or other would obtain it 
before his Arrival ; for he knew he muft not only 
take an Oath to the Pope, but by fuch an Advance- 
ment incur the Envy of many, who gaped for 
fuch a Promotion : But the King prefling it upon 
him, he could not refufe it ; yet he gave the Pope's 
Bull into the King's Hand, faying. That he would 
never receive the chief Bifhoprick of ^ti^znAfrom 
any J ' but him who was Head of England ; nor take 
an Oath that was derogatory to the King's Autho^ 
rity. 

Being thus invefted Primate oi England^ he car- 
ried himfelf io circumfpedt, meek, and merciful, 
that it grew a Proverb, viz. Do my Lord of dm*' 
tcrbury ajhrewd Turn^ and he will be your Friend 
as long as you live. 

But he continued not long in this Dignity, be- 
fore the Popi(h Serpents began to fpit their Venome ; 
cfpecially G/?r^/;z^r, who ufed hisutmoft Diligence 
to bring him into Difgrace with the King j and in 
order to effeft his wicked Purpofe, was the chiefeft 
Promoter of the fix bloody Articles, which coft 
many a brave Man his Life. They often fuborned 
llufllans to fwear Treafon and Herefy againft hira. % 

Cc \i>^x 
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but God fo ordered it, that what was objeded, was 
but rarely believed, and the Undertakers fb dijfcn- 
couriiged, that they rather brought them&lves into 
Difgrace, than the Bifhop. Yet the King once, 
to try the Virtue and Patience of Cranmer^ made 
him believe he would deliver him up to the Will 
of his Enemies : But when he perceived he no. 
ways feared to bring his Actions to the Teft, and 
difcern'd his Innocence, he gave him his Ring, 
commanding him to appeal to him, if they oi- 
fcred to ufe him uncourteoufly. 

Next Day he was to appear in the Council 
Chamber, to make good feveral Articles charged 
againft him ; but being come into the Lobby ^ they 
mr:de him wait almoft an Hour amongft the Foot- 
men ; although himfelf was a Frivy-Counfellor: 
Of which Difgrace Dr. Butts the King's Phyfi- 
cian giving the King to undcrftand, he grew exr 
tream angry, faying, Ha! do my Counfellors Jo ^ 
dijg^acefully ufe the Primate of England J and 
thereupon commanded his Admittance. 

When he was entred, the Council told him that 
it was h:id to his Charge, that all England was 
turned from the Catholick Faith, and infe£led with 
Herefy by his Means j for by his private Devoiiod 
and Order in his Family, moft of the Churches had ■ 
taken Example. Whereupon he defired to fee his 
Avcufers, and know what Proof they could make 
otvv hat they laid to his Charge, that fo he might \ 
return his prefent Anfwcr to what they fhould ob- 
je<ft -c^gainft him, and thereby clear his Innocence; 
faying, That it was net meet that the Primate of 
Ejighmdy and a Privy-Counfellor, whofe Faith was 
never call'd in Qu^eflion, fhould be imprifoned be- 
fore he was heard ; and he believed what was faid 
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Rras only upon bare Sufpicion : But when he per- 
aiveci them bent to fend him to the Tower, he told 
Afem, he was very forry they would oblige himto 
appeal from themfelvcs to the King ; and there- 
jljjion he delivered the King's Ring, citing them 
Jrefcntly to appear before him, and in the mean 
nmc to fufpend their Decree : Whereupon they 
We all ftruck Blank ; and the Lord Rujfel^ who 
vas af ccrwards Earl of Bedford^ faid, Do not I tell 
jm that the King would never fuffer the Archbijhop 
to be Imprifonedy unlefs he ivere guilty of High ^rea-- 
Jfc againft his Majejiy. 

I' When they came into the King's Prefence, he 
fliarply reproved them for fo ufing the Archbiftiop, 
fiying, He expedted better from them, then to let 
(ranmer^ one of their Fellow-Counfellors, ftand 
anongft Serving-Men j demanding whether any 
of them would not have taken it for a great Af- 
iront, had they been fo ferved ; and thereupon 
ftriking himfelf on the Breaft, he fwore, that he 
ivas more beholden to Cranmer^ than to any Man 
living, and that upon Trial, he found that no Pre- 
ate whatfoever could be more faithful to his King ; 
md therefore commanded all that loved him, fhould 
lold Cranmerm high Efteem. 

Upon this they flood mute, but the Duke of 
Norfolk breaking Silence, faid. May it pleafe your 
Majeftyy it was not our Purpofe to hur^'tbe Arcb^ 
hijhop ; but that being kept in Cuflody dUring the In^ 
jui^tiony his Innocence might be the fooner cleared^ 
znd the Afperfon laid upon his Reputation wholly 
Miter ated. But the King angrily replied, I will 
not have Cranmer thus handled^ nor any that are 
tear to me ; but 1 perceive fome malicious Spirits tf- 
nongft you\ which 1 will re/lrain^ by interpofmg my 

C c 2 Authority 
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Authority. And when he had faid thus much^ be 
departed in a great Rage j upon which each Coun- 
feflor taking Cranmer by the Hand, defined to be 
Friends with him, to which he condefcended, free- 
ly forgiving them, and all that had any ways in* 
jurcd him. 

After this, by reafon that Dr. Cox and others, 
that were fent to Canterbury to inquire into the. 
Matter, neglefted the fame, and had done little or 
nothing therein, being bribed by Cranmer*^ Ene- 
mies J the King fecretly fent Doftor Lee^ impowcr:* ; 
ing him to fearch the Houfes of fome eminent Pa- ^ 
pifts, which he did at Midnight, and there furpri- \ 
zed feveral Letters fent by Gar diner y to give Di* \ 
reftions in the Management of the Defign, and i 
amongft the reft, one from the Suffragan of Dover^ \ 
and another from Dr. Barber a Civilian, whom he \ 
had not only advanced but greatly confided in. ' j 

When thefe Letters were brought to the Kin^ ; 
he fent for Cranmer and delivered them to lum, -i 
bidding him, now he knew his Enemies to beware * 
of them. When he was gone from the King's j 
Prefence, he fent for the Suffragan and Tk.Barber^ 
telling them, he had been fhamefuUy abufed, by 
fome he moft trufted j and that they had not only 
revealed his Counfels, but likewife raifed many iWfc 
Scandals of him ; therefore he had called them to 
give their Advice, what was beft to be done upott 
that Occafion. Marry, quoth Dr. Barber^ fucb 
Villains deferve hangings nay^ hanging is too good 
for them. Tea^ iaid the Suffragan^ rather than 
they Jkould want an Executioner ^ I myfelf would bt 
he. Upon this, the Archbifhop lifting up hisEyes 
towards Heaven faid, O Lord and mofi mercijd 
Gody who may a Man trujl in thefe Days ? Then 

he 
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he demanded whether they knew thofe Letters ;■ 
when perceiving their Villanies were brought to 
Light, they fell upon their Knees, and begged his 
Pardon for their Offences ; which he eafily forgave, 
faying, God make you good Mfn ; I never deferred 
this at your Hands^ but ajk God Forgivenejsy 'wbom 
you havefo highly offended. 

In fuch Conflids continued he, againft his Po- 
pilh Adverfaries, till the Death of King Henry ^ but 
K\ng Edward the fixth reigning, he had more 
-quiet, and greatly helped on the Reformation, by 
encouraging Godly Men therein; not only with his 
Dod:rine and Authority, but with his Eftate. But 
the good King dying, his bloody SilUr Queen Mz/y 
DO fooner came to the Crown, but he was impri- 
ibned in the Tower, refufing to fly, faying, I'hat 
had be been accufed of I'heft^ Murther^ or any other 
notorious Crimes he could Jafely have done ity but be* 
ing to anfwerfor his Religion j and the Allegiance he 
ewed to Heafveny he would rather loje his Life in D^- 
fince of the Truths then by flying out of the King* 
dom^ defert fuch a Caufe. 

Having continued a confiderable time in the Tow- 
er, and there been often examined, and perfuaded 
to recant, but utterly refufing, he was fent toOx- 
fordy and there after divers Examinations and great 
Promifes if he would recant, he was brought be- 
fore the Queen's Commiffioners and Pope's Dele- 
gates ; but the Authority of the latter he would by 
no means own ; yet they proceeded to degrade and 
fentence him, although he appealed from the Pope 
to the next general Council. 

After this, they carried him back to Prifon, at 

which he fecmcd not at all dcjefted, but with a 

; merry Countenance demanded Meat, having eaten 
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nothing the Day before, faying, I was much troubled^ 
but now I thank God my Heart is at quiet. After ^_- 
this, the Popifti Doftors frequently vifited him, 
and ufed all the Arguments they could, to perfuade 
him to a Recantation ; but he abfelutely refufed for 
aconfiderable time, but at laft through human Frail- 
ty and Defire of Life, he did fubfcribe to a Recan- 
tation ; but fo far were his Enemies from fulfilling ^ 
their Promife, that they haftened his Death ; y^t 
let him not know of it, till the Morning he was 
to be executed; when they brought him out, 
and fet him upon a Stage for the People to gaze at, 
whilft Dr. Cole declared upon what Account he was 
brought thither ; laying open for what he was con- 
demned : But above all, told them how he had re- 
canted, yet could not be pardoned ; for the Deaths 
of Sir Thomas Moor^ and Dr. Fifljer^ could no other 
ways be atoned for. But the true Caufe was, Car- 
dinal P^^/ gaped for the Archbifhoprick, which he 
Gould not have .during the Life of Cranmer. Then 
they defired him publickly to confefs, what he had 
privately done. When as the good Bifhop being 
greatly afflicted, and troubled in his Confcience for 
what he had done, burftbut into a Flood of Tears, 
and after his Speech came to him, he lifted up his 
Hands towards Heaven, faying, O Lord forgive me 
this great Sin^ againji thy holy Name -y which through 
the Weaknefs of the Flejh^ I have unadvifedly com- 
mitted : And then addrefling himfelf to the People, 
he defired them for ^efus Chriji'% Sake, to pray for 
him ; that God would pardon his Sins, and efpe- 
cially that of his Recantation, which lay moft heavy 
on his Confcience ; for that he had done it contrary 
to theTruth that he had conceived in his Heart, and 
againft the Light of his own Underflanding ; Satan 

having 
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having induced him thereto, hy laying before him 
the Terriblenefs of Death : ** But, faid he, this 
Right-hand, that ligned fo wicked an Inftru- 
ment, iQiall firft periQi in the Flames/ He 
would have proceeded, butthePopifliEtoftors, who 
little expeded he would fpeak in fuch a Diale<ft, 
fell to hauling fo loud, and curiing him, that he 
could not be heard further ; then they pulled him 
down, and hurried him away to the Fire, which 
was made tn the fame Place where Ridley and La^ 
timer hadfuffered, flopping hisMouth left he fhould 
any more fpeak to the People ; who were not a 
a little grieved, to fee the Primate of England caft 
down from all his Honours, and in the end fo bar- 
baroufly mifufed. 

When he came to the Stake, he fell on his Knees 

I and prayed ; but was interrupted by the Papifts, 
who followed him with his Recantation, faying. 
Have you notfjgnedit ? Have you not Jignedit? 
Then he was tied to the Stake, his Cloaths being 
firft put off; and the Fire being kindled to him, 
feme time before it came at his Body, he ftretched 
forth his Right-hand, and held it in the Flames 

I till it fell off, without any more than once drawing 
it back. And after having recommended his Spirit 
into the Hands of our merciful Redeemer the laord 
yeJiiSy he died like a Lamb, ending his Life with 
the -fame Meeknefs as he had lived; fuffering Mar- 
tyrdom for the Sake of the everlafting Gofpel, in 
the Year 1556 ; and of his Age yi. 
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The Life of jfulius Palmer. 



I 
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JULIUS PALMER, fometimc Student 
;ind Fellow of Mag^alen-CoWcgc, in Oxford^ 
and then Schoolmaftcr of Readings ftanding up m 
thelb ptrfecuting Times to defend the Truth by 
Words and Writings, one Hampton of the fame 
Town, was privately fet on to talk with him, that 
fo he might enfnare him by getting Matter of Ac- 
cufation againft him, which he had nofooner done, r 
but immediately he informed againft his Principles, 
fo that Officers where foon fent to apprehend him> 
which they did, and thruft him into a vilePrifon; 
where his Hands and Feet were faftened in the 
Stocks, by which he hung in much Pain ; for they 
were fo high, that he could fcarce touch the : 
Ground with his Feet ; and, in that piteous Coo- j 
dition, he remained ten Days. Then was he brought 
before the Mayor of the Town and fome others j 
and accufed by certain falfe Brethren that had been 
converfant with him, who robbed his Study of his 
Writings, to produce them as Evidences, who laid 
many grievous Crimes to his Charge ; as Trcafon, 
Sedition, furmifed Murther and Adultery. To 
which he anfwered. That if any of thefc could be 
proved againft him, he would be contented with- 
out murmuring, to fuffer what Torments they 
were pleafed to inflift on him ; but though they la- i 
boured malicioufly enough to make good their i 
Charge, yet their Allegation proved fo weak and 
trifling, that they were looked on as infignificant; 
whereupon he foon after was removed to Newbur)\ 
and what Accufation they could gather fent with 
him s where Dr. Jefery^ Bifhop of Sarum, and 

others 
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others fat in the Church to examine him. Upon his 
appearing, theBiftiop faid, Art theu the jolly IVriter 
of the Three Half -penny Books ^ tve bear fo much of? 
To whom he replied, / know not my Lord what you 
friedn by it. HoWy (faid the Biftiop) have you taught 
Latin jfe longy that now you underjland not Englim ? 
But he not regarding to anfwer this, the Bi(hop 
flood up and declared. That he had received certain 
tf^ritings and Articles agair^ him from the Major 
gf Reamng, and other Jujlides^ whereby he under-^ 
fioodj that he being convened before them was con* 
^Sted of mdny Herejies. 

. ( I .) That he denied the Pope's Holinefs's Supre- 
inacy, 

(2.) That he affirmed there was but two Sacra- 
tfients. 

(3.) That the Priefl holdeth up an Idol at the 
Mafs, and tliat he refufed to go to Mafs fince his 
firfl coming to Reading. 

(4.) That there is no Purgatory 5 that he was a 
Sower of Sedition, and fought to divide the Queen's 
6ubje££s. All. thefe he owned except the la^; as 
al(b his own Writings that were produced. Aftet 
which he challenged the Bifhop to difpute with him 
concerning the Truth of the Religion they each 
profefied, but he declined it, faying, He had no 
Commijion to difpute^ neither was it proper bejhould 
again call into ^ejlionsfucb Articles as were already 
Mfcuffedy andperfeSlly defined by Holy Mother Churchy 
which ought to be believed^ and without why or where-- 
fore. So mat after a long Gonteft with the Par fon oiEn^ 
glefieldy and confuting him out of his own Book, 
iabout the Sacrament ; as alfo further Arguments 
with the Biftiop ; when no Proffers of Advantage 
could induce him to recant, Sentence was paffed 

. D d xx^Qtw 
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upon him and two others, mz^ Mr. Gnvins and Mr. 
At kins y whofe Examinations I find not : All that 
appears of the two latter is, that they were con- 
demned for the Teftimony of a good ConfcicnCe, 
which . their Adverfaries termed Herefy, and Of- 
fered the Flames with Mr. Palmer. 

Thefe good Men being delivered to the Sheriff^ 
were hurried to the Stake the fame Evening they 
received Sentence, where Mr. Palmer comforted 
hisfuflferingBrethren, faying '' Be of good Courage in 
the Lord and faint not ; remember the Words df 
our Saviour C/&r//?, where he faith, Happy are h 
when Men Jhall revile you^ and perfecute youjor 
Rigbteoufnefs Sake^ rejoice and be glad -, for great i$ 
your Reward in Heaven. Fear not them that can 
kill the Body, and are able toi do no more, — God 
is faithful, :and will not; fuffer us to be tempted a- 
bove what we are able to bear. 

" We fhall not end our Lives in the Fire, bul 
make an Excharige for a happier Life ; for Coals 
we fhall receive Pearls, for God's Holy Spirit cer- 
tifitth our Spirit, that he. hath even now prepared 
for us a fweet Supper in Heaven, for his Sake who 
fufFered firft for us." / Wheh they approached the 
Stake, they fell on the Ground, and Mr. Palmer 
fung the 3 ift Pfalm, while the other two prayed 
fervently j and when they arofe two Popiih Priefts 
came and exhorted Mr. Palmer to recant and fave 
his Soul, to whom he faid, Away^ tempt me m 
longer -, away I jay^ from me^ all ye JVorkers of 
Iniquity y J or the Lord hath heard the Voice of my 
Tiears. . 

This done they put off their Cloaths, and kiffing 
tlie Stake were chained to it ^ then Mr. Palmer 

faid, 
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fiiid. Good People^ P^^yfor us^ that ive may perfe^ 
$iere to the Endy ana for Chrift's Sake beware of Po- 
pi(h Teachers, for they deceive you. But whilft he 
was thus Ipeaking, one of the BailiiF's Men threw 
a Faggot at his Face, which made the Blood run 
(town apace : Upon which Sir Richard Bridges^ 
Sheriff, called the Villain cruel Tormentor, and 
with his Staff broke his Pate, as he deferved, for 
^ nEialidous a Fadt, fo that the Blood ran about his 
Ears. 

When the Fire was kindled, and began to take 
bold on the Bodies of thefe blcffed Mart3rrs, they 
lifted up their Hands towards Heaven, as quietly 
smd cheerfully as if they had felt no Pain, crying, 
■^^ J^f^^ ^3ft ^^> l^t-d Jefus receive our Sou/s : 
5o they continued without any ftruggling, calling 
upon the Name of the Lord, till they changed 
this mortal Life for one that fhall never ^de 
away, 

j It is remarkable, that their Heads came dofe 
; together in the Heighth of the Fire; and that when 
every one concluded them dead, Mr. Palmer flart- 
ing opened his Mouth, and was heard to call on the 
. Name <^ Jefus. This Palmer was a young Man in 
the Flower of his Age, yet behaved himfelf with as 
much Firmnefs and Conftancy of Mind, and died 
widi as noble a Courage, as the gravcil Chriftian 
that had ever gone before him. 



D d 2 The 



[ 2»2 ] 



The Life of yohn Lambert. 

JOHN LAMBERT, was a worthy ^odly 
Man oi Norfolk J converted by Mr. Bilney in the 
Univerfity oi Cambridge ^ and by the Popelings here, 
accufcd of Herefy before Doftor Warham^ Arcb- 
bifliop of Canterbury y on feveral Articles touching 
his having read Luther's Books and others, about 
prief): s Marriages, the Sacrament and the like ; to 
which he gave Aich judicious and reafbnable An- 
ifwers, as non-plufs'd and confounded his Adver6- 
ries, and after difputed with them before the King; 
yet all availed not, though- Dr. Cranmer by this 
time was inftalled Archbifhop of Canterbury^ fiy 
the Trouble of this good Man held along time ; 
Gardiner Bifhop of Winchefler being all the wtile | 
his mortal Enemy, putting a wroi^ Conftrufifioa 
on the Scriptures to his Prejudice. Hovsrever, Mr. 
Lambert^ all along confuted him and others, yej 
the Clergy havipg i^cenfed the King againfl: this 
godly Man, though he had heard his weighty Ar- 
guments and Reafons, he gave way to hisCQndcm- 
nation, though he writ to him learnedly, during 
his being a Prifoner at Lambeth-Honk^ to fatis^ 
him, if it had been poffible, that he would hold 
no Opinion contrary to the true meaning of 
the Word of God, and particularly in Relation to 
the Sacrament ; concerning which he writ a learned 
Treatife to the King ; yet he fo little regarded it, 
that being prefent at his laft Examination and Dif- 
putation, he faid, ff^bat, fayjl thou^ Lambert, after 

all 
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0il tbeje great Labours thou ba/i taken upon tbe^y 
end all the Rsafon and InftruBion of theje learned 
Men^ art thou not yetfatisfied ? Wilt thou live or 
die ? What fafji thou ? thou ha/i thy free Choice. 
To which he meekly replied, I commend my Soul 
into the Hands of God ^ but my Body I wholly fubmit 
and yield to your Majejifs Clemency. Then iaid the 
King haftily, If you do commit yourfelf unto my 
"Judgment y you mujl die : And thereupon com- 
manded Cromwell^ the Lord Chancellor, to read \hp 
Sentence ; and fo in a little time he went cheerfully 
to the Martyrdom in Smithfield^ where the Fire 
being ill made on Purpofe, through the Malice of 
Bi(hop Gardiner y to prolong his Torments, his 
Legs were burned to the Stumps, whilft his upper 
Parts were but flightly touched by the Flame. (Two 
Men with Pikes, as had been ordered, holding him 
iipon each Side to keep him from falling.) When at 
laft, lifting up his Hand, his Fingers all flaming^ 
jowards Heaven, with a cheerful Voice he cried out, 
None but Chrift ! None but Chrift ! And fo he 
gave up the Ghoft. 

A A A A A A A ■♦■ A > A .♦. A A A ♦ ,♦, A A A A A dt A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AA A A A A A A 
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The Lives of yohn Maundrel^ 
Will. Coberly and yohn Spicer. 

JOH N M A U N D R E L, the Son of Robert 
Mnundrel^ a Farmer of Roadj in WiltJInre^ was 
from his Childhood brought up. in Hulbandry, and 
after he came to Man's State, did abide and dwell 
jln a Village, called Beckampton^ in the Parifh of 
Kevel^ where he had a Wife and Children. After 
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the Scripture was tranflatcd into Engltjh by WCtt- 
Ham Tindal^ he became a diligent Hearer, an4 - 
a fervent Embracer of God's true Religion, fb that 
he delighted in nothing fo much, as to hear an(ji 
fpeak of God's Word ; never being without the 
New Teftament about him, although he could not 
read himfelf. But when he came into any Com^ 
pany that could read, his Book was always ready. 
He had a very good Memory, fo that he could re* 
cite by Heart moft Places of the New Teftament. \ 
His Converfation and living was very honeft, and 
he was very charitable. 

In the Days of King Henry VIII, yobn Maun* 
drel was brought before Dr. I'rigonion at Edyngton 
Abbey, in Wiltjbire ; where he was accufed that ^ 
he had fpoken againft the Holy Water and Holy , 
Bread, and fuch like Ceremonies ; and for the fame 
did wear a white Sheet, bearing a Candle in his 
Hand about the Market, in the Town of the Tkni- ' 
%er. Neverthelefs, his Fervency did not abate, but 
by Gods merciful Affiftance he took better hold of 
the Truth. 

In the Days of Queen Mary^ when Popery was 
rcftored again, and God's true Religion put to Si- 
lence, Maundrel left his own Houfe, and departed 
into Gloucejierpirey and into the North-part of 
Wiltjlnre^ wandring from one to another to fuch 
Men as he knew feared God. As a Servant he 
kept Cattle awhile for "John Bridges at Kingfwo6d\ 
but after a while he returned to his Country, and 
coming to the Droizes to a Friend of his, he had 
Talk of returning Home to his Houfe. The other 
exhorted him by the Words of Scripture, to fly 
from one City to another. He replied again in the 
Words of the Apocalypfe of them that be fearful, 

•aud 
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mdiaid, that he needs muflgoHome, and fohedi(|. 
KThere he with one Spicer and Coberly ufed at times 
x> refort and confer together. 
; At length upon a Sunday^ they agreed together 
b go to Church at Kevel^ where Maundrel and the 
st&r two, feeing the Parifhioners in the ProceiSon 
iJv^or(hip the Idol there carried^ advifed them to 
leave the fanie, and to return to the living God. 

After this, the Vicar came into the Pulpit, who 
there being about to read his Bederoll, and to pray 
for the Souls in Purgatory ; John Maundrel fpeak- . 
ing with an audible Voice, laid, that was the Pope's 
Pinfold, the other two affirming the fame. After 
i¥hich, by Commandment of the Priefl they were . 
lad to the Stocks, till Service was done, and then' 
Kvere brought before a Juftice of Peace, and the 
icxt Day carried to Salijbury^ and prefented before 
Bifhop Capon^ and W. Jeffrey^ Chancellor of the 
biocefe. By whom they were imprifoned, and. 
oftentimes examined of their Faith. At the laft 
Examination the Chancellor accompanied with the 
Sheriff of the Shire, and other Popifh Priefts in ^ 
Jbe Parifli Church of Fijherton Anger ^ demanded 
iow. they believed. 

They anfwered as Chrlftian Men ought to be- 
lieve ; and firft they fiaid, they believed in God the 
Father, and in the Son, and in the Holy Ghofi,. 
the 1 2 Articles of the Creed, the Holy Scripture 
from the firft of Genefis^ to the laft of the jipo-- 
^afypfe. 

' But that Faith the Chancellor would not allow ; 
wherefore he oppofed them in particular Popifli Ar- 
ticles, which they denied. Then the Chancellor 
read their Condemnation, and fo delivered them' 

to 
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to the Sheriff. Then fpake John Spicery ia 
Ob^ Mr. Sheriffs now mujiyou be their Butchery 
youmay be guilty aljo with them of innocent Blood b 
the Lord. This was the 2 3d of March ^ ^55^> 
the next Day they were carried out of the Com 
Goal to a Place betwixt Salijbury and Wilton^ w 
were two Pofts fct for them to be burnt at. C 
ing to the Place, they kneeled down, and t 
their Prayers fecrctly together, and then being 
cloathed to their Shirts, John Maundrelfydkt' 
a loud Voice, Not for all Salifbury. Whfch 
People judged to be an Anfwer to the Sheriff, w 
offered him the Queen's Pardon if he woulc 
Cantv And after that in like manner fpake [ 
^Spicery faying, This is the joyfulleji Day that 
Ifaw. Thus were they three burnt at two Sta 
where moft conflantly they gave their Bodi 
the Fire, and their Souls to the Lord, ibr T 
mony of his Truth. 

The Life of yoyce Lewis. 

JOYCE LEWIS, a Gentlewoman that 
delicately brought up in the Pleafures.o] 
World, having Delight in gay Apparel, and 
Foolifhnefs with which moft Part of the Gc 
folks of England are infefied. She was ma 
-firfl to one Appleby ^ and afterward to l!i 
Lewis of Manceter. In the Beginning of Q 
Mary's Reign fhe went to Mafs as others did, 
when fhe heard of the burning of that godly ] 
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tyr Laurence Sanders^ (he began to take mof c heed 
to the matter, and enquired carneftly of fuch as 
(he knew feared God, the Caufe or his Death : 
When flie perceived it was becaufe he refufed to re- 
ceive the Mafs, (he began to be troubled in Con- 
fcience, and waxed very unquiet- Her Houfe wad 
hard by Mr. John Glover'^, a Man of blefled Me- 
mory, and a fineular Example of his unfained God- 
linefs and manifold Troubles which he fufFered for 
fee Gofpel, (he therefore oftentimes^ reforted to 
htm, and defired him to tell her the Faults that were 
m the Mafsj and other things that at that time were 
urged as neceffary to Salvation. 

He perceiving fhe had a Deiire to know tha 
Trath, inftrufted her in the ways of the Lord, aiflP^ 
^reproved her, for that fhe delighted in the Vanities 
ot this World fo much. By the godly Counfel 
igivcn by him, fhe began to wax weary of the 
World, thoroughly forrowfiil for her Sins, being 
inflamed with the Love of God,- defirous to ferve 
him according to his Word, propofing alfo to flee 
from thofe Things which did difpl^afe the Lord her 
Ood, And becaufe fhe had learned the Mafs to be 
fcvil and abominable, fhe began to hate it. And 
when at a time fhe was compelled by the Furiouf^ 
nefs of her Hufband to come to the Church, when 
Ac Holy Water was cafl, fhe turned her Back to- 
wards it, and fhewed herfelf to be difpleafed with 
their blafphcmous Holy Water, injurious to the 
Blood of Chriji. Whereupon fhe was accufed be- 
fore the Bifhopfor the defpifing of their Sacramen* 
tals. 

Afterwards the faid I^ewis vrith his Wife, were 
commanded to appear before the Bifhop of Litcb^ 
Held and Coventry. Lfvi^ fubmitted himCelf^ aud 

E c ^E?^^ 
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gave an Hundred Pound Bond to bring her agaui' 
at a Month's end, and fo they were both let go. 

When they came to their ow n Houfe,, MfS. Lewis 
gave herfelf to diligent Prayer, and inypcating of 
5ie Nanie of God, reforting continually to the 
above-named Man of God, Mafter John Glover ^ 
who did moll diligently inftruft her with God's 
Word, willing her in any cafe not to meddle with 
that Matter in refped: of Vain-glory, or to get her- 
felf a Name^ fhewing her the great Dangers (he 
was like to caft herfelf in, if fhe fliould meddle in 
God's Matter, otherwife than Chrift doth teach. 

When the Month was almoft expired, and the 
Time at Hand that flie (hould be brought before 
the Bilhop, her Huftand being advertifed by Mr; 
Glover and others, to feek fome Ways to fave 
her, or to. forfeit the Money, rather than caft his 
own Wife into the Fire ; He anfwered, he would 
not loofe or forfeit any thing for her ; and fo he 
carried her to the Bifhop, where fhe was examined, 
and being found conftant, ffie was fent to a very 
lothfome Prifon. 

Being thus kept . in Prifon, and oftentimes exa- 
mined, and ever found ftedfaft, at length (lie was 
brought to Judgment, and pronounced an Hcretick, 
worthy to be burned. 

After her Condemnation, fhe continued a whole 
twelve Month in Prifon. ' All that time her Beha- 
viour was fuch both in Woi'ds and Deeds, that all 
they,, that had any Spark of Godlinefs or Honefty, 
did greatly lament her Cafe, that fhe fhould be put 
to Death. When the time drew near which God 
had appointed for her Deliverance, flie defired cer- 
tain 01 her Friends to come to her, with whom^ 
(he confultcd how (he might behave herfelf,^ that 

her 
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her Death might be more glorious to the Name of 
"God, comfortable to his People, and alfo moft dif- 
comfortablc unto the Enemies of God. " As for 
Death, faid llie, I do not greatly care ; when I 
behold the amiable Countenance of Chrift my dear 
Saviour, the ugly Face of Death doth not greatly 
trouble me/' 

In the Evening, before the Day of her Suffering, 
two of the Priefts of the Clofe oi Lichfield^ came 
to the under Sheriff's Houfe where fhe lay, and 
fent Word to her by the Sheriff, that they were 
come to hear her Confeflion ; for they would be 
forry fhe (hould die without. She fcnt them Word 
again, fhe had made her Confeflion to Chrifl her 
Saviour, at whofe Hands fhe was fure to have For- 
givenefs of her Sins. As concerning theCaufe for 
the which fhe fhould die, fhe had no Caufe to con- 
fefs that, but rather to give unto God moft hum- 
ble Praife, that he did make her worthy to fuffer 
Death for his Word. 

All that Night fhe was wonderfully cheerful and 
merry, with a certain Gravity, infomuch that the 
Majefty of the Spirit of God did manifeftly ap- 
)ear in her, who expell'd the Fear of Death out of 
ler Heart ; fpending the Time in Prayer, reading 
and talking with them that were purpofely come 
unto her, to comfort her with the Word of God. 

About three of the Clock in the Morning, Satan 
(who never fleepeth, efpecially when Death is at 
Hand) began fhooting at her that fiery Dart, the 
ivhich he is wont to do againfl all that are at Defi- 
mce with him, quefUoning with her, how fhe 
:ould tell that ftie was chofen to eternal Life, and 
hat Chrifl died for her. With this Suggeflion when 
he was troubled, they that were about her did 

E e 2 coun- 
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©oonfd her to follow the Example of Paul^ GaLn. ' 
where he faith. Which hath hved me^ andgiven him^ 
filf for me. By thefe and like Perfuafions, and 
c^^ccially by the comfortable Promifes of Chrift^ 
brought out of the Scripture, Satan was put to 
Flight, and ihc was comforted. 

About Eight of the Clock, Mr. Sheriff came 
to her into her Chamber, faying thefe Words, Mrsi, 
Lewis, 1 am come to tell you it is the ^eeris Plea* f ; 
Jure that youjball live no longer but one Hwr in this ". j 
iForU ; therefore prepare yourfelf. At which -• \ 
Wordsj fo grofly uttered, and fo fuddenly, (he was j 
fomewhat abaftied. But recovering herfelf, (he | 
faid, Afr. Sheriff, your Mejfage is 'welcome to me^\ 
and I thank my God, that be mil make me 'worthy ; 
to adventure my Life in his parrel. - .-[ 

An Hour after £he was brought through the i 
Town, a great Number of People being prefent; « 
(he being led by two of her Friends. When £h^ 
was brought to the Place of Execution, (be prayed 
three (evcral Times, and dclired God moft inftantly -■ 
to aboliih the idolatrous Mafs, and to deliver this 
Realm fropi Papiflry (at the End of which Prayers 
the moft Part of the People cried, Amen.) 

When (he was tied to the Stake with the Chain, • 
(he fhewed fuch a Chearfulnefs, that it pafTcd Man's 
Reafon, being fo well coloured in her Face, and ^ 
being fo patient, that the moft Part of them that ^ 
Jbad hone(^ Hearts lamented, and even with Tears ^ 
bewaird the Tyranny of the Papifts. When the 
Fire was fet upon her, (he neither ftruggled nor 
ftirred, but only lifted up her Hands towards Hea^ - 
ven, being dead very fpecdily ; for the Under-^ 
SherifF at the Requeft ol her Friends had provided 

fuch 
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ich Stoff, by which fhe was fuddenly difpatchcd 
ut of this miferable World. 

The Life of Cecily Ormes. 

r^ECILY ORMES, Wift oi Edmund 
^^ Ormes^ Worftead- Weaver, in St. Laurence- 
^arifli in Norwich^ being about die Age of Thirty- 
^o, was taken up July 5, 1557, at the Death of 
imon Miller and Elizabeth Cooper^ ftt^ Place called 
jollard'S'Pifj without Bijhopjgate^^%(orwicb, for 
tying that (he would pledge them of tnc fame Cup 
latthey drank of When (he came before the 
;hancelior, he afked her what flie Ipf unto the 
acrament of Chrift's Body. She faid,fibe believed 
MX it was the Sacrament of the Body;of Chrift. 
''ca, faid the Chancellor, but what is that that the 
^rkft hpldeth over his Head? She anfwcrcd it is . 
ircad ; and if you make it any better, it is worfe. 
It which Words the Chancellor fent her to the 
lifhop*6 Prifon, with many threatning Words. 

This Cecily Ormes was a very fimple Woman, 
lit yet zealous in the Lord's Caufe. A Twclve- 
lonth before fhe was taken, (he had recanted, but 
evtr after was fhe quiet in Confcience, until (he* 
ras utterly driven from all their Popery. Between 
le time tnat (he recanted, and that (he was taken, 
ke had gotten a Letter made to give to the Chan- 
sllor, to let him know that (he repented h^ Re- 
mtltion from the bottom of her Heart, and would 
ever do the like again while (he lived. Bat before? 
le (exhibited her Bill, (he was taken and fent to (: 

Vifon. v.-: ' 
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The 23d Day of July (he was called before the 
Chancellor again, who offered her, if flic would go 
to the Churdi and keep her Tongue, flie fliould be 
tx. Liberty, and believe as flie would. But flie told 
him {he would not confcnt to hi$ wicked Defirc, 
do with her what he would ; for if flie ftiould, 
fhe faid, God would furely plague her. Then, the 
Chancellor told her, he had flicwed more favour to 
her, than ever he did to any, and that he was 
loth to condenin her, confidering that flic i^s aq 
ignorant, unlearned, and foolilli Woman. But flii 
not weighing his Words, told him if he did, he; 
fliould not be fo defirous of her finful Flefli, as fWl 
would (by God's Grace) be content to give it in fij 
good a Qiiarrel. Then rofc he and read the Scni 
tence of Condemnation again ft her, and delivered 
her to the Sheriffs of the City, who immediately 
carried her to the Guild-hall in Nanvicb^ what 
fhe remained until her Death, 

She was burnt the 23d of September ^ between 
Seven and Eight o'Clock in the Morning. Whca 
flie came to the Stake, (h^ kneeled dowq, ^nd 
made her Prayers to God ; that being done, ibe 
rofe up and faid, Good People^ I believe in God't 
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Gboji^ tk 
Perfons and one God. ■ J 

^his do Inot, nor will I recant j but I recant u^ 
terlyfrom the Bottom of /wy Heart the Doings oftk 
Pope oj Rome, and all his Popifli Priefts and Sbai 
lings. And good People, I would youjloould not tbi 
of me^ that I believe to be faved in that I offer kj 
felf here unto the Death of the Lord's Caufey but 
believe to be faved by the Death and Pa/fion ofCW 
and this my Death is, andfball be a IVitnefs of 
Faith unto you all here prefent. Good People^ 

mi 
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my oj you as believe as I believe^ pray for me. 
ben £be came to the Stake, and laid her Hand orr 
and faid, Welcome the Crofs of Chrift. Then 
cer (he had touched it with her Hand, fhe came 
icj kiffed it, and faid, Welcome the fweet Crofs of 
^rijly and fo gave hcrfelf to be bound thereto, 
fter the Tormentors had kindled the Fire to her, 
ic iaid, My Soul doth magnife the Lord^ and my 
"Hrtt rejoicetb in God my Sazkur ; and in fo 
ying, {he fet her Hands together right againft her 
:eaft,. cafting her Eyes and Head upward, and fo 
ood, heaving up her Hands by little and little, till 
be very Sinews of her Arms broke afunder, and 
ten they fell ; but fhe yielded her Life unto the 
prd,. as quietly as if fhe had been in a Slumber, 
: as one teeling no Pain. 

The Life of "Thomas Hudfon. 

rH O M AS HUDSON, was of Aile^ 
fioam iviNorfolky by his Occupation a Glover, 
very honefl poor Man, having a Wife, and three 
ihildren, labouring always truly and diligently in 
lis Vocation, being of thirty Years of Age, and 
earing fo good a Will to the Gofpcl, that when 
^een Afory came to reign, and had changed the 
icrvjce in the Church, he, avoiding all their Cere- 
Qonies of Superftition, abfented himfelf from his 
ioiife, and went into Suffolk a long tinic. At lafl 
ic Jeturned back again to Aileflmm^ to comfort hi& 
Vife and Children, being heavy, and troubled on 
u:count of his Abfence. 
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. When he came Home, and perceived his 
tinuance there would be dangerous^ hedcvii 
make him a Place among his Faggots to hide 
feif in, where he remained all the Day, re 
and praying continually, for the Space of H 
Year, his Wife providing for him. 

In the mean time came the Vicar of the T 
named Berry ^ one of the Bifhop's Commiflari 
very evil Man, and enquired of Hudfon^s 1 
for her Huiband. She anfwered, as not kno 
where he was. Then Berry threatned to burn 
ioc that fhe would not bewray her Huiband. V 
Uudfon underflood it, he waxed every Day 
zealous than other, and continually read and 
Piklms to the Wonder of many ; the People oj 
reforting to him, to hear his Exhortations an< 
hement Prayers. 

Then B^rry commanded to watch for him, an 
Cqnftables underftanding the fame, went to < 
him by Break of Day. When Hudfon faw t 
come in, he faid. Now mine Hour is cotne^ We^ 
Friends^ Welcome 3 you be they that Jhall lead ; 
Life in Chrift. / thank God therefore^ and the. 
enable me thereto for his Mercies Sake. Then 
took him and led him to Berry ^ who afked 
firft, where he kept his Church for four Year 
fixe. Hudfon anfwered, Wberefoever he was^ - 
was the Church. 

Doft thou believe, faid Berry ^ the Mafs pu 
way Sins ? 

No, God forbid, fays Hudfon ; it is a pat 
Monfter, and a difguifed Puppet. At w 
Words .^^rrj; ftamped, and (hewed himielf 
Madman. 



V • 



[ 225 3 

After long Talk, Berry ^ feeing it booted not to 
perfuadc him, took his Pen and Ink, and wrote 
Letters to the Bifhop of Norwich^ and fent Hudfon 
\ to Norwich to him, bound like a Thief, who went 
thither, as merry as ever he was at any time before* 
He was a Month in Prifon, where he continually 
read, and invocated the Name of God. 

Thomas Hudfon j was condemned to be burnt the 

jQthof Jkfoy 1558, and was carried out of Prifon 

. to a Place without Bijhopfgate at Norwich^ called 

Lollards-Pit^ to fufFcr together with two others. 

1 Being all there, they made their humble Petitions 

s : unto the Lord. That being done, they rofe and 

; went to the Stake, and {landing all there with theif 

V Chains ^about them, immediately Hudfon came forth 

from them under the Chain, to the great Wonder of 

niany ; whereby divers feared and greatly doubted 

^^ of him. But his two Companions at the Stake 

f cried out to comfort him, exhorting him in the 

rf Bowels of Chrift to be of good Chear. But Hud- 

K fm felt more in his Heart and Confcience than they 

« could conceive 3 for he was full of Dolour and 

^ Grief of Mind, not for his Death, but for Lack of 

^ feeling of his Chrift 5 and therefore being very for- 

pt; K)wfiil> he humbly fell down upon his Knees and 

.^ prayedvehemently and earneftly unto the Lord, who 

r»: at laft (according to his old Mercies) fent him Com* 

fort, and then he rofe with great Joy, as a Man ntvr 

- changed even firom Death to Life, and faid ; ' 

Now I thank God lam ftrong^ and care not tvhat - 
( Man can do to m^. So going to the Stake to hisFel* ' 
r lows again, they all fu&red moft joyfully and con* ' 
b ftantly. 

F f Tbft 
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The Life of Roger Holland 



ROGER HOLLAND, a Merchant- 
Taylor ^ of London^ was an Apprentice with 
ontMr. Kempt on y in W ailing- Street. Hecaufedmuch 
Trouble to his Mafter : For he gave himfelf to 
Riot, as Dancing, Fencing, Gaming, Banqueting, 
and wanton Company ; and belides all this, he was 
a Itubborn and an obftinate Papiil. 

His Mafter, notwithftanding this, putting him in 
Truft with his Accompts, he had received for him 
thirty Pounds, and falling into ill Company^ lod 
every Groat at Dice, and not knowing which Way 
to anfwer it, he purpofed to convey himfelf, ei- 
ther into France or Flanders. 

Having determined thus with himfelf, he made 
known his Defign to an ancient and difcreetMaid^ 
which profefled the Gofpel, and at all times much 
rebuked the wilful and obftinate Papiftry, as alfo 
the licentious Living of this Roger Holland. 

The Maid confidering that it might be his utter 
Undoing, bid him ftay, and having iome Money hy . 
her, fhe brought him thirty Pounds, faying, Roger^ 
here is the Money ; I will let thee have it j but 
fince I do thfifi much for thee, thou fhalt promife 
me to refu^fefl lewd and vile Company, all Swear- 
ing and ribaldry Talk; and \t ever I know thee play 
at either Dice or Cards, theji will I ftiew this to 
my Mafter. And thou flialt promife me to refort 
every Day to the Ledure at Alhalhws^ and the 
Sermon at Pauls every Sunday , and to caft away all 
jby Books of Papiftry and vain Ballads, and read 

the 
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the Scriptures, calling unto God ftill for his Grace 
:o direft thee in his Truth, defiring him to pardon 
thy former Offences, and not to remember the Sins* 
3f thy Youth; and even be afraid to break his Laws. 
Then (hall God keep thee, and fend thee thy 
Heart's Defire. 

After this, within one half Year, God wrought 
fuch a Change in this Man, that he became an ear* 
ncft Profeffor of the Truth, and detefted all Pa- 
piftry and evil Company ; fo that he was in Admi- 
ration to all that had feen his former Life. 

Then he repaired into Lancajhtre unto his Fa- 
dier, and carried divers good Books with him, 
and beftowed them upon his Friends, fo that his 
Father and others began to tafte of the Gofpel ^ 
and in the End his Father gave him the Sum of 
Fifty Pounds. 

Then he repaired to London again, and came to 
the Maid that lent him the Money, and foon after 
married her 5 and having a Child by her, he caufed 
It to be baptized in his ownHpufe: And being 
gone into the Coimtry to convey the Child away, 
that the Papifts fliould not have it in their anointing, 
Hands^ Bonner caufed his Goods to be fcizcd upon, 
and moft cruelly ufed his Wife. 

After this he remained clofely in the Qty, and 
in the Country in the Congregations of the Faith- 
fiil, until the laft Year of Queen Mary. Then 
|)e (with Six others) were taken and brought ta 
Nenvgate XTfon May 'dayy I ^^%. 

Being called before Bonner and others to be exa- 
mined, he laid. It is not unknown unto my Mafler\ 
whom I was Apprentice witbaly that Iwaiofyour 
blind Religion^ and therein obftinately remainid^ 
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until' the latter End of King Edward, having that 
Liberty under your Auricular ConfeJJio^i^ that 1 tnadt 
no Confcience of Sin^ but trujied in tfx Priejis Ab' 
folution. Lechery » Swearingy and all other Vices I 
accounted no Offence of Danger ^ Jo long as I could 
for Money have them ahfohed. Sojlraitly did Iob~ 
ferve your Rules of Religion j that I would haveAJhes 
upon Afli-Wednefday, though I had ufed never fo 
much IVickednefs at Night. And albeit I could not 
of Confcience eat Flejh upon the Friday, yet in S^vear- 
ingy Drinking y or Dicing all the Night longy I 
made no Confcience at all. And thus was I brought 
upy and herein have t continued till now of latey 
that God hath opened the Light of his fVord^ and 
called me by his Grace to Repentance of my former 
Idolatry and wicked Life. Tet thefe my briendsy 
which are not clear in thefe notable Crimes^ think the 
Friefi with his Mafs^ can fave thorny though tbey 
klafpheme Gody and keep Concubines bejides their 
JViveSy as long as they live. 

As for the Unity which is in your Churchy wbaL 
is it. elje butT'reafoUy Murther^ Poifining one an(h 
thery Idolatry y ISuperfiitiony tVickednefs? WbatU- 
nity was in your Churchy when there were three, 
popes at once ? Here he was interrupted, and the. 
Bifliop faid, Roger, T^hefe Words are very Bkfpbemy\ 
therefore y Keeper y take him away. 

After he had been examined again and ^aiii,, 
and ftill continued ftedfaft in the Truth, Bormtr read 
his Sentence of Condemnation to b? burned. 

Then faid HolJandy Even now It^Myouthat ymr 
'Authority was from God, and by his Sufferame ; 
and now I tell you y God hath heard tht Frayer oj 
his Servants^ which hath beeh poured forth 'with. 

Tears 
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tiatsfor his affliStd Saints ; and ibis Idkribebofd 
n God tofpeak {which by bis Sffirit I am moved to 
ay) tbioLt be willfiorten your Hand ofCtuelty : And 
^bisfiallyou in floor t time well perceive^ my dear 
Brethren, to be moft- true. For after this Day^ jhall 
there not be any by him put to the "Trial of Fire a^d 
Maggot in Smithfield, for the Tejlimony of tk^Gof- 
pel : Which likewife came to pafs. 

After thefe Words fpoken, faid Bonner, Roger, 
thou arty I perceive, as mad in thefe thy Herefies as 
ever was Joan Butcher. In Anger and Fume thou 
wouldft become a railing Prophet. Though thou and all 
the fort of you would fee me hanged, yet I Jhall live to 
burn, yea, I will burn all the fort of you, that come 
into my Hands, that will not worfhip the blefjed Sacra-- 
ment of the Altar, for all thy P ratling \ and fo he 
went his Way. 

Then he begin to eihort his Friends to Repen- 
tance, and to think. well of tlyem thatfufFered for 
the Teftimony of the Gofpcl ; and with that the 
Bilbop came back, charging the Keeper that no 
Man fhould fpeak to them without his Licence, and 
if. ihey did, they fhould be committed to Prifon. 

The Day being come that he fhould fufFer, fix 
others were brought to fufFer with him : The Peo- 
ple cried out, defiring God to flrengthen them ; 
and they likewife flill prayed for the People, and 
thcRefloring of God's Word. At length-R^^^r em- 
bracing the Stake, and the Reeds, faid thefe 
Words. 

Lofd'iftto^ 'humbly thank thy Majejiy, that thou 
haft called me from the State of Death, unto the Light 
^fiby Heavenly Wordy and now unto the Felkwfhip 

of 
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of fhylSaintSj that 1 mayjing and fay ^ Holy^ I 
bofyt Lord God of Hofis. Lord into thy Ham 
commit my Spirit. Lord hlefi thefe thy People^ 
fave them from Idolatry. And fo he ended his L 
looking up into Heaven, praying and praifingC 
with the reft of his Fellow-Saints. 
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OF S E V E RAL OTHER 



MARTYRS, 

And 

GODLY PERSONS. 

The Martyrdom of SALOMANA^ 

and her Se^en Sons. 

AFTER Antiocbus Epiphanes had deftroyed 
the Temple of Jerufalemy he alfo endea- 
voured to force the Jews to forfake the 
Law of God, and to commit Idolatry, and offer 
Sacri$cc . to Idols, and eat Swine's Flefh, which 
they {6 much abhorred. Among the reft that fuffered 
«oder his bloody Cruelty, were feven yoimg Men 
with their MQihsx Salomana -, thefe he commanded 
to be brought before him s which was done accord-^ 
ipglyt The 
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Ihe Tyrant feeing thefe Sons and their Mother ■ 
together, he fpake to them in this Manner, / wijh ] 
you all Happinefsy O excellent young Men^ for Jo ; 
both the Cornell ne/s of your Perfons^ and Nobility of ' 
your Birth perfuade me you are : I defign not only to 
exalt you to Honour and Dignity ^ but alfo to encreaje 
your Riches and Poffe/JionSy if yw wtfl but forfake 
and contemn thefooltjh Super flitions\ and liain Belief 
of your Country men y and embrace^i^ Religion ; but 
If you refufe this, I will d(vifeUuS torments a$ by 
lingring and painful Deaths jhcAl deftroyyou. 

And to terrify them the more, ho commanded 
the Inftruraents of Torment and Cruelty to be pre- 
fented to their View; fuch as Wheels, Rods, Hooks, 
Racks, Caldrons, Cages, Gridirons, as alfo En- . 
gines to torment theFingers and Hands ^ withGaun- 
lets. Awls, Frying-Pans, and many other terrible 
Devices for Torture. When they had looked on 
them, tljc. Tyrant Antipchus f^id, 

Confdery Toujig Men^ to do what I command you : 
forfuppofing it to be finful which I enjoin you^ yet it 
is no Sin in you ^ becaufe you do it not with a good . 
will J but upon Force and Compuljion. i 

But the young Men being inflamed with a Spirit | 

vpf Zeal and Courage, contemned the Torments he 

•* had prepared, and defpifed both the Flatteries and 

Threats of the Tyrant ; boldly denying to «at 

Swines Flcfli upon any Account whatfocver } and 

Ipeaking to him in this Manner, 

Wherefore y do/i thou threaten andperfeciit^-us that 
are innocent ? tVe fear not Deaths we defire to die: 
but yet as long as Life doth laftj ns^e are fully refoJved 
to keep that Law which God commanded us, and 
Mofes hath delivered^nto us ; therefore^ do not en-^ 
deavour to feduce us by pretending Luroe and Kind- 
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nefs to us. The Grace and Favour thou offer eji Us ii 
more diftajifui to us than thy PunipmeHts: IVe are 
armed again ft Death y we flight and contemn it^ and 
neither 'value thy Threats nor PYomifes ; having 
learned of our Mafter EleazbfV^ defplf^ ^^^^* ^^^ 
mw fince thou haft found fuch Conftancy and' Courxige 
in an old Man^ ivby ' pould^Jl thou imagiAe tdfnd 
fuch Weaknefs and Fufllanimity in us that are young 
andflrong ? ffe are rejolved to follow him, and tho^ 
thou tear our Bodies in a ThdufandPieces, yet allt^y 
Crutltyjhall never make us alter okY' Minds \ for we 
are ^refolved courageoufly and valiantly to fuffer dU 
for Gody and then we are Jure when We leave this 
Earthy wefhall he entertained in Heavenly HabitOr 
tions ; but thou for thy Tyranny and 'Cruelty iipon iri^ 
nocent Souls, Jhalt certainly be Ca/i into everlafting 
Torments. 

The Tyrant being greatly enraged, that neither 
Promifes nor Threats would prevail upon them, 
commanded them all to be beaten, and then cau fed 
Maccabeus y ihtAA^a 6^ the Seven Brethren, to be 
ftripp'd naked, and ftretch'd upon the Rack, with 
his Hands bound behind him, and to be moft cru- 
elly beaten 5 who fiifFered. his Torments with fo 
gffeat Patience, that he even wearied his Tormen- 
tors. Being taken off the Rack, he was bound 
upon a Wheel, and a great Weight was hanged at 
his Feet, fo that he was ftretched round about the 
Wheel in fo violent a manner, that his Sinews broke 
afun'djer, and his Entrails burft out ^ yet in the 
ihidft of his moft extream Torments, he never 
ceafed jdl the while to call upon God. And feeing 
the t* yrant, who was a Spectator of thefe cruel 
Tortures, Maccabeus is faid to have took Courage, 
and fpoke to him in this Manner : 

G g Crud 
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Cruel Tyrant^ thou knowefl that I icrbom thqu now 
doft torment^ am no Villain nor Impoftor^ nor Mur^ \ 
tberer ; but one that only defires to do righteoujly and 
jujihy and to keep the Laws and Commandments oj 
my God. But the Tormentors themfclves inter- 
rupting him, and taking Compaflion of his Mife- 
ries, entreated him to take Pity on himfelf before 
It were too late, and to fubmit to the King'sPleafure. 
To whom he anfwered, Tour tormenting Wheels are 
mt fo dreadful as to force me by their Cruelty to forget 
tny eternal HappinefSy on which my Mind is fixeL ' 
Tcu fnay tear and rend this Flejh of mine^ you nmy, 
roaji it at the Fire^ you may torture and torment 
every Member of my Body with afeveral Cruelty y if 
you think ft -, yet after all^ through the Strength of 
God ajpfting mej youfhall never force me to commt 
any Wtckednefs or Impiety. 

While he was fpeaking a Fire was kindled^ and 
he* bound as he was upon the Wheel, was throwa 
into it, where he endured very exquifite Torment^ 
yet was he flill conflant in his Mind and Soul ; and 
from amidft the Flames called out to his Brethren : 
*• Learn of me my beloved Brethren, an Exainple 
of invincible Patience and Courage 5 and thereby 
be encouraged to defpife the alluring Temptations, 
of this World, and refolve rather to obey Qoi 
and his Laws, than the Will of this Tyrant, 
knowing that our God can quickly humble the 
Proud and Mighty, and as foon exalt the Lowly 
andDejedled." 

As he thus fpake, he was taken out of the Flame^ 
and his Skin was flead off from him while he was 
alive, and his Tongue pulled out of his Mouth ; 
laftly he was put into a Frying-Pan red hot, where 
he preiently expired. 

After 
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After him the fccond Brother called Abner was 
hailed before the King, who without afking him to 
recant, caufed all his Inftruments of Torture to be 
fliew^d to him, thereby if poffible to terrify and af- 
ft-ight him ^ but he being not in the leaft moved or 
concerned at them, boldly denied to eat of the 
Swincs Flefh : Upon Which his Hands were im- 
mediately chained together; and fo being hailed up 
by them, his Skin was flead off his Body down to 
his Knees, (o that his Entrails appeared : He was 
then thrown to be torn in pieces and devoured by 
a fierce and cruel Leopard ; but the Beaft coming 
toward him, and only fmclling to him, forgot his 
native Cruelty, and turning his Head away, would 
not touch hini, which the Tyrant obferving, was 
the more enraged, and the Martyr the more en- 
couraged to Conftancy, crying out aloud, Ohow 
plea f ant is this Death to me^ though Ifuffer it with 
dl Manner of Torments^ Jince it is for the Sake of 
God, that I endure them^ and that I am certainly v 
perfuaded I {hall receive an eternal Reward in Heoi^ 
veny for all my Sorro ws and Miferies. InfliB there^ 
fore^ O Tyrant^ thy great eft Tortures upon me ; they 
are all rather Pleafure than Pain unto me. lam^ S. 
moh mlting to fuffer than thou canft be to iormetU- '; 
me^ yea in my fuffer ing 1 am lefs tormented than thy^ 
felfy for I endure all thefe Cruelties for Virtue and 
GoodnefSy and for obferving the Laws and Command^ .^ ; 
ments of my God, who will certainly recompence me ; 
but thou by tbejuft Judgment of God Jhalt be pluck d 
from thy Throne and utterly deftroyed. Thou art \. 
now tormented in tormenting me^ being even confu* 
med with Rage and Vexation^ that all thy Crtl^y 
iath no EffeSl upon me 5 and be affured thou Jhalt 
mt fifcape the righteous Judgment of Cod, but Jhalt. 

G g 2 certainlf ■ . 
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certainly endure thofe e^erlafting Torments^ wb 
are pr^fifired^for fucb wicked impenitent Wretches 
tkyjelf. Thus remaining conftant and immovea 
in the midft of his TormentSj,. he yielded up 
Soul to God in the . Flames. ^^ 

Then 'MachirXht ihird Son was Brought forth, i 

exhorted not to periift in his Opinion, but avoid t 

Puniftiment and Death which was before his Ey 

but he anfwered, One Father begot us, one Mot 

bare us^ one Mafter inJtruSled us^ and nve are 

of. one Mind^ one Beliefs and one firm Perfuafii 

therefore prolong not the time by your vain Dehot 

tiofis : for I catne not hither to talk but tofui 

Torment this Body as you pleafcy yet know you J 

have no Power over my SouL The Tyrant ma< 

fee that thele Brethren did rather encourage 

ftrcngthen each other, by fufFering fo couragiou 

ordered a large Globe to be brought, unto wl 

he caufed this holy Martyr to be clofe bound al 

which was done with fuch Violence, that all 

Bones were, difplaced and put out of Joint : Wh 

Witharhe was not in ihe leaft difmayed. T 

the Skin of his Head and Face wasflcad ofF; j 

this he was put upon the Wheel, but he could 

well be racK'd any worfe^ fince already hia B< 

were all disjointed and feparated froni ?ach o 

in a moft miferable Manner, theBlood iffuing f 

all Places abundantly : And now perceiving 

Life juft drawing to ap End, looking upon A) 

fhu's, . he faid, fi^e^[ efidure all thefe Torments fof 

Love of pur God and his Law ^ )>ut thoujhalt he 

demned to cverlafting Pains. Upon thefe W 

his Tongue was pluck'd out, and he was caft 

the Frying-Pan ; where aniidft his Torment 

gave up thp Ghoft, 

\ 
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Next came Judas the fourth Brother, whom 
the People carneftly, intreated to obey the King's 
Command ; but he with an undaunted Courage 
iaid, ** Neither yonr Fire nor Torments fhall pre- 
" vail upon me, to make me forfake the Law of 
" God. I denounce unto thee, O Tyrant, Def- 
^^ tru<3:iQn and Overthrow ; but to.fuchas believe, 
** Salvation. Make Trial therefore of my Faithj 
" and fee if that God will forfake me, who in ever- 
lafting Arm$ hath received my dear Brethren that 
are gone before/' : 

The Tyrant hearing him fpeak thus was extreamly 
enraged, and leaping off his. Seat, was refolved to 
be himfelf the Toimentor of this Martyr j and, 
therefore, commanded his Tongue to be, imme- 
diately cut out : But he nothing at all terrified, faid 
thus to jintiocbus ; ^ * ; - 

" This Cruelty of thine, -(hall nothing avail 
^' thee, neither-fliall all thy Torments prevail againft 
*^ me; for though I have no Tongue, yetourGofl 
^* can hear our Sighs and Groans and lecret Ejacula- 
^' tions; and though we utter no Words to him, he 
.** knoweththe Wants and Neceflitiesof thofethat 
^* love him and ferve him with Sinccritv ajod Pu- 
** rity of Soul; cut out my Tongue yet thou can*ll 
** never touch my Mind, nor fhalt ever conquer it 
^^ while Life remaineth : .Inflid: therefore, what 
" Punifliment thou wilt upon me, it will but in- 
** creafe my Reward in Glory, but to thee it will be 
•' the Caufe of more great and intollerable Pains, 
•* out of which thou (halt not long «fcape un- 
puniihed/' ■ 

When he had fpoken thus, his Tongue was cut out 
of his Mouthy and he was bound to a Stake, an4 
beaten with Ropes ends, tiltthe Colour of hisF^ce 
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became dead and wan ; yet he patiently endured all: r- 
Being taken from thence, he was put upon the r 
Wheel, and there moft cruelly rack'd ; and pray- z 
ing for his Countrymen, he entred triumphantly )■ 
into eternal Glory. F 

Then ylrias the fifth Brother, voluntarily of- p 
fered himfelf to the Slaughter, and fpake in this r 
Manner to the King j " Behold, I come to he tor- z 
" mented without being forced thereunto ; there- ii 
" fore do not in the leall expedl to alter my Miiid : 1 
The Blood of my four innocent Brediren, whom ?> 
thou hail cruelly murthered, hath already con- 
demned thee to everlafUng Pains ; and by dty 
'* tormenting me thine own Torments (hall be cn- 
'* crcafed. Tell me, thou bloody Wretch, for 
" what Offence doft thou punifti us ? What Im- 
piety have we done ? This is all thou canft alledgc 
againft us, That we honour God our Creator, 
that we live righteoufly and juftly, according to 
'' his Laws; and therefore when thou comoiandeft 
*^ us contrary thereunto, we do not fear nor value 
•* either thy Threats or Torments, but rather 
^* reckon them to be Honour and Salvation unto 
us ; knowing that though no Part of our Bodies 
fhould be free from thy Craelty, yet wc (hall 
receive a fiill Recompence of Reward for our 
moft bitter Suffering." While he thus fpake, 
the Executioners, by the King's Command, took 
him and caft him into a brazen Pot, and with all 
their Strength and Violence prefs'd him down into 
it. He afterward fufFered all the feveral Sorts of 
Tortures that his Brethren had done before, and 
yet nothing difmayed he fuddenly ftarted up in the 
midft of them, and faid, Cruel Tyrant^ bow great 
Blejfingi dQJt thou againft thy Will beftow upon us ? 

For 
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'lor the more thou art enraged agatnjt us^ and th^ 
tore cruelly thou dealeft with uSy the fnore accepta- 
le are nve made in the Sight of God j therefore it 
TOuU even trouble me^ if thoufjouldji beftonx) any of 
by cruel Mercy upon me ; for this Jhort AffliSlion 
nil obtain for me everlafling Life and Glory : j4?id 
f this temporal Death did not bejal me^ I could not 
nter into eternal Reft. Having faid this, he fi- 
lifhed his Agonies and died. 

Then the Tormentors laid Hands upon the iixth 
Brother, who was called Areth^ to whom the Em- 
peror briefly propofed either to chufe Honour and 
Advancement, or elfe to fufFcr the moft cruel Death 
that could be inflifted. But the young Man fpake 
boldly thus, Although^ I am younger in Tears than 
my martyr d Brethren^ yet thou Jhalt find that my 
(m$ragt and Omftancy of Mind is not inferior to 
theirs ; for as we were all brought up together^ all 
ififirtiBed in our Religion together^ fo by the Help of 
God, we are all refohed to die together in his Fear. 
Antiochus being even confounded with Rage and 
Fury at thefe Words, commanded him to be tied 
up by the Heels, with his Head hanging down ; 
tnen he caufed a Fire to be kindled round about 
-him,' but yet fo far ofF, that it might only roaft » 
him, and not bum him ; and then commanded him 
to be prick'd and thruft with Awls and Bodkins into 
feverai Parts of his Body, that fo the Heat might 
pierce into the Wounds and increafe his Torment ; 
whereby the Blood, like Froth, gathered about his 
Head and Face ; yet in the Midft of all he thus . 
fpake, * Oh Noble Battle, oh courageous War- 

* fere, oh unequal Strife, between Piety and Im- 

* piety i I do moft willingly follow my Brethren, 
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that a5 by Blood I am joined unto them, fb by a 
glorious Peath I may never again ..be- fcparated 
trom them. They have already paft all their Pains 
and Agonies, they have already received the Blcf- 
fed Crown of Martyrdom,, even in Defpight of all 
their mod malicious Enemies and I'crfecutors. 
Invent, fome new Inftruments of Torment, for= 
thofe thou haft already tried, are already van- 
quifli'd and overcome. Thy Fire is cold and can- 
not burn us, thy Weapons arc blunted, andcian- 
not wound our Souls ; but we ftill keep entirely 
the Law and Commandment of our GoJ^ who 
gives us more Courage to fufFer, than a Tyrant 
hath to inflidt Torments upon us.V As he -thus 
fpakc, one of the Tormentors took hold of his 
Tongue with a Pair of burning Tongs ;. be was:af- 
terwards rack'd, and then thrown into the Frying- 
Pan, in which he joyfully expired. 

The Tyrant having difpatch'd fix of thefc worthy 
young Men, there now remained only one alive 1' 
with his Mother, whofc Name was y.acoi ; who \ 
though younger in Age, yet in Courage and Con- 
ftancy was equal with any,of his Brethren : He be- 
ing prefentecj before the Tyrant, feemed to move ' 
Pity and Compaflion in him ; therefore he called | 
the Child to him, ^nd carrying him into a Place 
where there were no Inftruments of Tormicnt, "he ^ 
endeavQured by enticing . Words and . flattering 
Speeches and Promifes, to perfuade him to confent 
tp his Will, in fiich like Words ; Tbou mafji oh- 
^ iffferWy young Marty by the Calamity of all thyBre^ 
tbretiy what is prepared for thee alfo^ if thou difo^ 
hy my Will 5 deliver thyfelf therefore from thefe^or' 
mentSy and inftead of Death y IivillbefloFw upon thee 
^whatever Honour and Preferment my Kingdom cati 

ajord 
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afford:, tboujhalt be a Nohlemany thujhah be.Ge-i^ 
heral of my Armies ; thouJJoalt be my (j)nnjillor y yea^ 
next unto myjelf. But Antiochus perceiving that the: 
Young Man did not regard his Words, he called 
•his Mother to him ; who coming before the King^ 
he fpake thus unto her, ^ Where are now all thy 
*. godly Children, thou Woman ? But behold, of 

* fuch a Number, thou may 'ft yet fave one alive. ^ 
^ Advife, therefore, this thipe only Son, foften his 
^.obftinate Mind by wholfome Inftrudion, that 

* thou mayeft yet have one Son to be the Staff and 
\ Confolation of thy old Age/ 

. The Mother having heard what the King had to 
fay, bowed herfelf to him, and then turning to hei; 
Son, flie fpake to him in the Hebrew Tongue (that 
the King might not underftand her) in this Manner: 
Comfort thy Mother ^ my dear Childy rejoice the Heart 
$f thy for r awful Mother ^ who bore thee nine Months 
in her Womb^ and fuckled thee three Tears at her 
Breajfi and with great Care and Pains hath brought 
thee up to this Age : Conjider^ dear Son ^ the Heavens 
and the Earthy and all that in them is. and rememr 
per that God Almighty created them ally and all 
Mankind alfo^ out of nothing. Fear thou therefore 
mly this great God, but never fear the Pains and 
torments of this Heathen Tyrant^ but imitate thy 
dear Brethren that are gone before^ and contemy. 
Death as valiantly as they^ thatfo in the Day of. Re- 
jcompence 1 may receive you all together into everlajlr 
ingfoys in Heaven above. As his MQther was thus 
admonifhing and ftrengthening of him, he de^ 
jred that he might be 'unbfeundj becaUfe he bad 
/pmething to fpeak to the Ring ; who b^ing loofd^ 
he prefently ran to therJPlace where tte Torments 
:wexe prepared, ^wh^rp .th^e..vyjtf a F^ying-iPan red 
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hot ; which the Child obfcrving, and rcmcmbrhfg 
the Cruelty of the King toward his Brethren^ he 
foake thus to him ; Cruel Tyrant ^ who baft not tmfy 
been moft extreme wicked in tormenting my dear 
Brethren^ but^ if it were pojjible^ baft even exceUei 
tbyfelfin Cruelty ; IVretcb that tbou art^ who Mve 
thee this Purple Robe of Dignity ? Who ekalted tbee 
to thy Crown and Kingdom ? Even tbat God wbom 
tbou in ux do ft perfecute and whofe true Servants- and 
faith/ill If^orjkippers thou killeft and tormenteft \ fhr 
which Wickednefs of tbine tbou tbyfelf Jbalt fu0^ 
. ever la/ling Fire and Torment which /ball never en4* 
I confefs tbou art oj higher Dignity and Atftbarity 
in this World than other Men^ yet thou art made of 
the fame Matter tbat other Men are ; for as aUMen 
are born^ fo all Men muft die alfo ; and he thatki^s 
another Manjhews^ tbat he alfo may be killed by tlse 
fame Means : Wherefore then doft thou torment and 
deftroy Man^ who is fbine own Image^ and wbomGcfl 
hath created like to thy felt ? Is it becaufe thou thinks 
eft that all is lawful^ wbtcb thou by thy Kingly Power 
commandeft to be done ? Thou pulkft out our Tongucfi 
tbou teareft our Bodies with Flejh-books^ thou epnftim^ 
eft Its with Fire^ but know tbat tboufl^alt HMfiilly 
anfwerfor all this thy Cruelty and It^ujiice in afidrt 
^me } but thofe wbom thou haft thus tormentea^ are 
already entred into eternal Peace and Refi : Think 
^noi tbat I expeSl any Favour at thyHands^ for lam 
rtftlhed to follow my dear Brethren^ and to remain 
c^fiant and immoveable in obferving the Law- of my 
God. 

When the Tyrant heard him fpeak thus^ he was 
Ibrioufly mad agaiiift him, and caiufed him imm^ 
diately to be toraiented$ but his Mother ftandii^ 
by, comferted him as wtmck: if jpoffible^ and with 
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;lfCT loving Hands held his Head, but by the Vlcr- 
Icnce of his Torture, the Blood iflUed out of his 
Moiith, Nofe, and all other Paffagcs of his Bodjr, 
tiU he Xvas quite fpentj then they cut off his Hands 
'find Arms, yet with that little Life that remained, 
he lift up his Eyes to Heaven, crying out, ^O 

• Lond God Almighty, be merciful unto me, and 

• recesvetne into the Company of my dear Brethren, 
-^ tfaitl liiay be with them to all Eternity/ Then 
^ Tyrant conunahdcd his Tongue to be pulled out^ 
ivjiicbr being done, he of his own Accord went into 
Ac fiery Frying-pan, and to the Aftoniftiment of 
"jtlnimhusy patiently and quietly yielded his Soul to 

God. 

The worthy Modher having feen all her Children 

' fiiffisf io conflantly in the Faith and Fear of God, 

ihe rgoiced exceedingly therein, and kneeling down 

; in the Place of Torment, defired of God that (he 

-toight now alfo end her Life. 

"jinfiiKbus finding the Mother as refolvcd and 

as her Sons, commanded her to be tor- 

; and by his Order (he was ftripped naked, 

-aoAbeinjg tied iip by the Hands, was mod cruelly 

wKi^'d; then were her Breads pulled off : Aod 

^laftly, Ihe being moft willing to follow her Chil- 

^Anen*, Was put into the red hot Frying-pan i yet in 

iSlic midft of her moft dreadful Agony, ihe fpake 

lhu8tbthe Speftators ; * Whilft it was lawful for 

^•nifel kept myfelf a Virgin, I aftervirards m^ricd, 

^aod^hcn I lived a chalte and conftant Wife j ; I 

^ have brought forth fiichSons as, I thank G^i^ I need 

'* not be afiiamed of, and though W my Hufband's 

-^ Death I was left fomewhat comfortkfs, yet di^ I 

r^hc^er forfiikemy Fdith, liar thfc Lat^^of GoU, fbr 

"^whkfa I d<fii9#ihdft' Willingly add jd^kU^ {>aiikx 
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' all thefc Torments.' Then lifting up her Hands 
and Eyes to Heaven, (he quietly departed to tliofc 
Heavenly Manfions, that are prepared above for juft 
and righteous Souls. 

Afcer all thefe cruel and bloody Murthers and 
Tyrannies committed by Antiochiis^ by the juft 
Judgment of God he fell mad and diftradicd, and 
his Bowels alfo were devoured by Worms within 
him ; whereby he became fo filthy and loathfbme,' 
that no body could endure to come near him, by 
reafon of his abominable Stench ; and fo in this 
miferable manner he gave up the Ghoft. t 



The Life of B A S I L. ! 
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HE was born in Pontus^ of Chriftian Parents ; 
his Great Grandfather fu£Fering Martyrdom 
for the Teftimony of Jefus Chriji^ under Galerim 
Maximus. When he was grown to Years of Dif- 
cretion, he went to Cajarea^ in Cappadociay where 
he profited much in Learning. Then he went to 
ConJianttJioplCj and from thence to Athens^ and to 
Antiocb ; in which Places he greatly improved his 
Learning, often difputing and confounding tlic ^*- 
rians. His Fame being fpread Abroad, he was or^ 
dained Deacon by Meletius^ Bifhop of Antiocb^ and 
afterwards Bifhop of Cafarea^ by the Deceafe of 
Piujibius his Predeceflbr. 

He had not long been fettled in that See befort 
the Emperor ^^/fw^^, by thePerfuafion of the ^ri^ 
ans^ (vvhofe Opinions he ftridlly embraced) was 

.; ; . 5^tevailed 



prevailed with to remove him, and put one of their 
Faction in his Room ; but when the Emperor was 
OB his Way, News came that his only Son was even 
kt the Point of Death, which caufed his Stay s as 
likewife his Wife difluaded him from going, by tel- 
ling him of feveral fearful Dreams, that prefented 
thcmfelves to her Fancy, faying, all happened thro' 
his perfecuting the Chriftians. Whereupon he fent 
for Bcjil^ who coming into his Prefence, he fpeaks 
to hifin after this manner ; If thy Faith and Opt-- 
nion be true^ pray that my Son die not of this Dif- 
tafe. To which Ba/il replied, If thou wilt promife 
me to belike as I doy and if thou nvilt bring the 
Church into Unity and Concord^ pa ft doubt thy Child 
/hall recover. But upon the Emperor's refufing to 
confent, he departed, faying. Let God doal with 
the Child as to him beft feemeth^ and immediately 
after he died. 

This Emperor meeting with Bafily perfuaded him 
130 eiabrabe the Arian Dodlrine, promifiiig to pro- 
mpt Ijim to great Dignity 3 but he undauntedly told 
iUfXlylltiztfuohfair Promtfes were ft only to entice 
Chifdreny^btit be was taught and nourijhed bv the 
Holy Scripture^ and was ready rather to fuffer a 
fboujhnd Deaths y than to fuftr one Syllable or Jot 
of . fhi Scriptures to be altered. ' . - 
. Whereupon the Emperor fell into a Rage, threat- 
ning to put him to Death and confifcatc his Goods j 
but lie nothing datinted, x&p\\tAy he feared not what 
be could do to himy for if he put him to deaths it was 
mfy to Jet him' at Liberty^ • The Prefect ftanding 
■by and hearing his Refolutipn, told him he was 
tnad ; to whonib^ replied, I wtjl/jtpayle forever 
thus mad I whefeupdn' lie had a NigBtsTime al- 
lowed him to refolve what was bed- to b^dov\^. 



' Next Morning as he was preaching in tb£ Chiifclk 
the Emperor came in with an Intent to difturb-hltf S 
but beholding the Gravity of the Man, and hb mo* 
deft Behaviour, he changed his Purpofe, an^ WooU 
have prefented him with a large Gift 3 but he mild^ 
refufed it. A while after tHe Prefed fending for hin, 
commanded him to comply with the Ecnpo^y or 
there was no Way for him but Death* Viet gave 
him a longer time to confider, but in vaifrj lor Jn 
^ew yet more and more confirmed, deiiring ntlxr 
to receive the Crown oiF Martyrdom, than to.ditfa 
natural Death: Which when the Emperor pcr- 
teived, he revoked his Sentence ; yet at the Inftanot 
of the Arians^ he confented to fubfcribe. ah'E^^ 
for his Banifhment i but when he came fa) .writ^ 
the Ink would fnake no loipredion^ though^ofteQ 
tried ; as alfo at that time fuch a Trenibliiig ieized 
his Right- Hand, that being terrified^ he tooe the | 
Paper and caft it from him; So notwithQaojif^ ( 
all the Malice of his Enemies, Ba/UikdviC^^rui, . 
when he had fat fiifhop there eight Years^ Jkcigimg 4^ 
this Life in the Year of Chrifl 370. At hb JDqnr- ;. 
ture he uttered thefe Words, Into tly ffmib^ 1 
Lordy I commend my Spirit. ' 

He ufed to fay of Self-Knowledge, To htowtlj 
felfis very dijicuit j for as the Eye canfteaff 5fMiip 
but itfelf\fofbmecandifc.erriallFaultiy hitibeiromu 
Of Love, Divini Love is a never-finUng lVe0jmfi 
he that bath it is Rich ; and he that mo^nteth it is ' 
Poor. Of the Scripturfes, It's a PbyficiansSk^^ 
Prefervatives agaiiift Poifonous Hfrefies^, a Pa^iM j 
of profitable Laws again fi rebelliousSpirits ; a Tret^ ; 
fury of moftcoftly Jewels agdinfi^garly Elenfeatst ! 

.■ad' 
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^iThe Life of Sir yohn Oldcaflle^ 
^■'- commonly called IjyrdiCobham. 
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'TO HN O L D C AS T L E, came of worthy 
^ Parents, znEngUJhman^ and born in !&«/ in 
the Reign of Henry the Fourth, at whofe Court 
he ' was brought up ; and at Man's Eftate was 
l^nij^ted, and for his Service in the Wars, was 
honoured with the Title of Lord Cobbam; be* 
taking himfelf to his Studies, he became very zea* 
jous for theGofp^l, and often grieved thatAnti^ 
Chrift was fufiered to tread it under his Feet, info* 
iilucH that he openly reproved the Idolatrous Wor- 
iHip , o^ the Church of Rome^ and took the Parts 
of tlie , Reformed Minifters, efpecially fuch as 
&\i^hi Doflrine •, upon which the Papifts 

jeihc^voured many Ways to enfnare him, and rid 
liiiii but ijf the Way ; whereupon they branded him 
with the Name of Heretick, and made great Com- 
jilidiiUtlddieK^ that hp went about to innovate Re. 
ligion, and (lir up Rebellion; but the King being fa* 
^ett ih hiis Fidelity gave little Heed to their Accu^ 
iatidn$ ; yet they fo Blv prevailed that thnr got his 
. CcAi^t to fummon aCouncii, and thenr the Arch- 
hiihop 6f Canterhiry addrefled himfelf to the King, 
Syitk many Complaints againft the Lord Coibam, 
ho^g by fuch Means to caft him out of the King's 
FaVdiir, that fo they might the boldlier proceed a- 
^nft him ; but the King told them, ^at be being 

one 



one, of bis Knight s^ and of an honour able Family^ he 
would himfelf jirft difcoufje him about bis Opinion^ 
and pcrfuadc him to return to t he Komidi Church. 

■The- King thus fatisfying the Bifliop for the pre- 
fent, fcnt for the Lord Cobham^ and defired him to 
be arf obedient Son of the Church, and to fubmit 
to his Bifhop, and -coofefs his Error : To which he 
mildly anfwered, 2^«, mo/l worths' Prince^ I am al- 
ways willing and rctuU to obey^ forajmuch as I 
know you to be the Minljter ofGod^ bearing the Sword 
for the Punijhment ofci;il DoerSy and for the Praije. 
of them that do well ; unto you, next to my eternal 
Qodj I owe all Obedience^ and fubmit all that I have 
unto youy being ready at allTimes to do whatever you 
(hdll in the Lord command me : but as touching the 
Pope and his spirituality ^ I owe them- no Suit nor Ser- 
vicey knowing him by the Scriptures^ to be the great 
Anti'Chri/iy the Son oj Perdition^ the open Advert 
fary of God, and the Abomination Jlattding in the 
holy Place. 

The King hearing this Chriftian-like Anfwer, 
difmiflcd him, with an Admonition to become obe- 
dient to the Church ; but lie utterly refufing, the 
King at the Importunity of the Archbifliop, deli- 
vered him up to be. proceeded againft as he law fit j 
whereupon he confulting the other Bifhops, they 
refolved to cite him to appear at a Council at London^ 
lb anfvver to fuch Articles as (liould be objefted a- 
gainft him : But the Bifhop^s Sumner coming with 
his Citation before hjsCaftle of Coulingy darft not 
enter the Gate without Lord C:?^i6^/«'^Leave ; which 
not obtaining; he returned as wife as he went. 

Then the BiQiop hired one John Butler, Door-r 
keeper to the King's- Privy Chamber, to go with bis 
Sumner,, which he did.; and telling the X^ord C(7^- 

ham 
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ham he had a Meflage for him from the King, he 
got Admittance ; coming to his Prefence, he told 
him. It was the Kings Pleafure bejhould obey that 
Procefs : To which he anfwercd, That he would in 
no Cafe confent to the devilijh PraSHces of the Popijh 
Prtejis. Upon Notice of which, theBiftioipfertttofii 
the Citation upon the gf eat Church in Rochejier^ not 
far from his Caftlc ; but it was foon torn down by 
fome of the Lord Cobham's Friends, which was 
done three or four Times ; upon whiche he e!xCOnt- 
municated him ; but he laughed at his Proceedings^ 
which enraged him the more. At laft the Lord 
Cobhamy findipg the Malice joi the Popifh Clergy 
incrcafc againft him, he went voluntarily to the 
King, and carried the Articles of his Belief in 
Writing, defiring his Majefty to fufFer theni to be 
pcrufed by the learned Men of cither Univerfity ; 
and if they could any Ways prove that they were 
difagreeing to the Word of God, he would fubmit, 
or elfe, according to the Law of Arms, In the 
Defence of his Faith ^ he would fight with any Man, 
livings Chriftian or Heathen ; the King^ his Royal 
Progeny and the Council excepted ; and he would re^ 
fufe no CorreSiion thatfhould be infliSled according to 
the Law of God. 

-The King, not daring to difpleafe the Archbifliop, 
permitted him to be fummoned in his Privy-Cham- 
ber ; and upon his appealing from the Archbiftiop, 
caufed him to be arretted and carried to the Tower, 
Hvhere he caufed his Confeffion to be writ over 
again, during his Confinement. 

A while after, being brought before the Con- 
fiftory, the Archbifhop proffered to abfolve him, if 
he would require it ; but he told the Aflembly^ Ht 
needed it not^ but was there ready to make aConfep 
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Jion of bis Faitb^ if fo be tbcy would permit him. 
Then he delivered it to them in Writing 5 but they 
told hio), although there were many good Things 
contained therein, they had no Leifure to examine 
them, but be muft anfwer to the Articles ; then 
they began to aik him his Opinion about the Sa- • 
crament of the Altar, and Pennance ; but he iaid, 
ffe had written bis Mind in the Paper ^ and would 
not enter into Dijcourje about tbofe Tilings further : 
Whereupon he was remanded to the Tower. 

Not long after the Council iat again, and he was 
fcnt for before them 5 when the Bifhop proffered . 
to ablolve him, he replied, He had never trefpaffed a^ 
gainft him, and therefore had no need of his Abfo^ 
iution : When they told him, unlefs he would re- r ^ 
cant, they would condemn him as aHeretick : He 1. 
He bid them do as tijey thought heft ; for^ faid he, / . 
am at a Point ; that XDhich I have written, I will 
ftand to it to the Death. Then kneeling down, he : 
lifted up his Hands towards Heaven, and iaid, / 
Jbrive me here unto thee, O eternal and ever lofting 
God. In my frail Touth I oj^endedtbee, O Lord, by 
Pride, Ccvetoufnefs, Wrath, Uncleannefs^ and many 
Men have I hurt in my Anger, and committed many 
other horrible Sins, for which^ good Lord, lajk thee 
Forgivenefs ; and fo with Tears in his Eyes he flood 
up, and turning to the People, faid, Lo^ good , 
People, for Breaking God's Laws and his holy Com^ ^ 
mandments they never yet accufed me ; but for their 
own Laws and Traditions they handle me moft cruelly y 
and therefore they and their Laws, by God's Pro^ 
mife Jbouid be utterly deftroyed. Then they pro- 
ceeded farther to examine him, but he returned fucfa 
Anfwers to their Que.lions, as made many wonder 
at his WifcJom ; yet they proceeded to read the 
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Bill of Condemnation againft him as a Heretick. 
A.fcer which, he lifting up his Eyes towards Hea- 
iren, (aid, Lord God eternal ^ I befeecb thee of thy 
infinite 'Mercy ^ to forgive my Perfecutors j after that 
ic was fent to the Tower. 

The cruel Handling of this good Lord, much of- 
fended not only the Commons, but fome Nobility; 
ipon which the Bifliop drew up an Abjuration in 
jis Name, which was rumoured, that he had re- 
ranted his Errors, and clofed with the Church j 
)ut that was foon contradiftcd by his own Wri- 
ing. He had not been in the Tower above aMonth 
iter his Condemnation, but he made his Efcape, 
nd fled into Wales ^ where he continued four Years, 
ill the Death of Henry the Fourth ; but Jl^nry the 
•'ifth coming to the C>own, the Biflbops fo far foU 
k:ited him, that he offered great Sums of Money to 
pprehend him j whereipon, either for Lucre or 
Ipite, the Lord Powisy under Pretence of Friend- 
htp, bafely betrayed him ; fo that being brought 
ip to London, the Parliament then fitting, he was 
:arried before the Houfe of Lords, who upon ru- 
Bunating the former Proceedings againft him, 
confirmed the Sentence of the Bijhops^ That like a 
^r-aytor^ he fhould he drawn through the Streets of 
London, to the Gallows in St. Giles's in the Fields^ 
md there hanged , and afterwards burnt upon theGal-^ 
ims as he hung ; which Sentence was put in Exe-^ 
cation ; but the Judgment of God foon overtook 
flmnas Arundel, Archbifliop of Canterbury, his 
capital Enemy, who condemned him, for his 
Tongue fwelling in his Moudi, he coqld not fwal- 
low any Food, and fo he was ftarved to death. 

The Lord Cobham fuffered Martyrdom, in the, 
Year 141 7, he was a M^n of fingular Piety, de- 
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fcended of a noble and antient Family, a Man of 
fuch Strength and Courage, that few durft encoun- 
ter him, and greatly beloved by his Prince, for the 
lingular Services he had done him in the Wars, un- 
til ibch Time as the Bifhops traduced him, and 
turned him out of Favour. 



^^^^^ ®^@^®®^^^^^^ii»^®^^jSK»d« 






The Life of JVilliam 'Thorp, 
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WILLIAM THORP, Clerk, beingaj] 
Prifoner in the Caftle oi Saltwood, for the I ] 
Truth of the Cofpel, was brought before ThonuA 
Arundel^ Archbifliop of Canterbury y and Chan-j 
cellor of England ; and {landing l>efore him, the \ 
Archbifliop &d j iVilliamy I know well^ that tbou \ 
haft this twenty Winters and more^ tra'velkd about i 
buftly in! the North Country^ and in divers other 
Count ie^ of Enghnd^ fcwing about falfe DoSlrint. 
But through the Grace of God, thou art now brought 
into mylVardy fo that I pall fequejier thee from thine 
evil Purpofe. Nevertbelefs^ St. Paul faitb^ If it 
may be, as much as in us is, we ought to have Peace 
witil all Men. Therefore^ William, if tbou wilt\ 
noii meekly kneel down^ and lay thy Hand upon tfj 
. Book and kifs it^ promi/ing faithfully, that tbou wit 
fubmit to my CorreSiion^ and ftand to mine Ordi-i 
na77ce, and fulfill it duly by all thy Power^ thoujhm 
yet find me gracious ^nto thee. Then laid hd 
to the Archbifliop ; &>, fmceyou deem me an Here" 
tick^ and out of Beliefs will you give me an Audi', 
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mce to tell my Belief ? And he faid, Tea^ tell on. 
Then faid William Tborp (among other Thing*) 
" I believe, That Chrift our Saviour, (hed out, 
for Man's Blood, the Blood that was in his Veins ; 
gave his Spirit into the Hands of his Father, and 
fo died for Man's Sake, upon the Crofs. And 
after this, I believe, That Chrift was taken down 
from the Crofs and buried; and, on the third 
Day, by the Power of his Godhead, rofe again. 
And, on the Fortfeth Day, afcended up into Hea- 
ven, and there fitteth on the Right Hand of the 
Father Almighty. And the Fiftieth Day, after 
his Up-going, He fent the Holy Ghoft to his A- 
poftles, that He had promifed them : And I be- 
lieve, That Chrift fball come to judge all Man- 
kind, fome to everlafting Peace, and fome to ever- 
lafting Pains. 

And I believe, in the Father, the Son, and in 
the Holy Ghoft, That they are one God Al- 
mighty. ^ \ 

" And I believe an Holy Church, \that is, All 
they that have been, and that now are,^and always 
to the End of the World (hall be, a People which 
endeavour to know and to keep the Command- 
ments of God':, dreading above all Things to of- 
fend Gody and loving and feeking to pleafe Him : 
And I believe, That all they that have Had, and 
yet have, and fhall have the forefaid Virtue!*, fure- 
ly ftanding in the Belief of God, hoping ftedfaftly, 
continuing to their Ejd in perfeft Charity, pati- 
ently, and gladly fuffering Perfecutions, by the 
•Example of Chrift, all thefe fiave their Names 
written in the Book or Life. > 
" " And becaufe L defire, -above all Things, to 
be a faithful Member of Holv Church I make this 
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Proteftation, wifhing that all Men and Women, 
that ard now abfent, knew the fame : I believe, j 
That all the Old Law and New Law, given and | 
ordained of God^ were given and written to the 
Salvation of Mankind. And I believe, That thefe ''■ 
Laws are fufHcient for Man*s Salvation : And I be- 
lieve every Article of thefe Laws. ^ 

" Then the Archbiftiop faid unto hinoi : I will 
that thou fwear, That thou wilt foriake all the 
Opinions which the Sedt of Lollards hold : Or • 
elfe I fay to thee, lewd LoJJel^ by St. Tiomas thou " 
ihzlt be degraded, and follow thy Fellows into 
Smitbjield. 

" But he faid : Sir, I tell you at one Word, I . 
dare not, for the Dread of Godj fubmit me to you, , 
after the Tenor that you have rehearfed to me. 

" After fome farther talk William faid : IVfa- 
ny, and efpecially Men, that are thought to be 
principal Limbs of Holy Chiu-ch, ftir God to great ' 
Wrath ; for that they call or hold them juft Men, 
which are moft unjuft, as their vicious Words, 
their comtiion Swearing, and their fcandalous and 
Ihameful Works openly fhew. And whereas. Sir, , 
ye fay thaj^ I have troubled Sbrewjbury^ and many 
other Meii and Women with my Teaching: If it thus 
be, it iSi'not to be wondred at by wife Men, fiiKe 
all the City of Jerufalem was troubled at Chrift's 
own Pirfon, that was very God and Man, and the 
moft prudent Preacher that ever was or ihaJl be. 
And alfo all the Synagogue of Nazareth was 
moved againft Chrift, and ip filled with Angpr tOr 
ward Him for Ris Preaching, that they rofe up 
and caft Him out of their fcity, and led Him to 
the Top of the Mountain tc^ caft Him down head-* 
iong. t 

\ " When 
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. •' Then the Archbifliop faid doft thou think thou 
dpft well to preach without the Authority of a Bi- 
ihop. To this William replied : Sir, by Authoity 
of Gods Law, and alfo of Saints and Doctors, I 
learn, that It is every Prieft's Office and Duty to 
preach freely, and truly, The Word of God^ by 
the Bidding of Chrift, and by the Example of his 
moft holy Living ; and alfo, oy the Witneffing of 
Ilia holy Apoflles and Prophets, we are bound, 
tinder full great Pain, to exercife us, after our 
X^unning and Power, (as every Prieft is likewife 
charged of God) to fulfil duly, the Office of Prieft- 
liood. We prefunie not of ourfelves to be cfteemed 
faithful Difciples, and fpecial Followers of Chrift. 
But - Sir, we deem this, by Authority of God's 
Word, That it is the chief Duty of every Prieft to 
buiy him faithfully, to make the Law of God known 
to has Pcc^le, where, when, and to whom ever we 
may. 

** As we have taken upon us the Office of Prieft- 
bood, we purpofe to fulfil it with the Help of Gody 
by Authority of his own Law, trufting ftidfaftly in 
the Mercy of God. For that he commaVideth us 
to do the Office of Priefthood, he will be dpr fuffi- 
dent Letters and Witnefs, if we, by Exai!pple of 
his holy Living and Teaching, do our Office juftly : 
Yea, the People to whom we preach (be they faith- 
ful or unfaithful fhall be our Letters ; that is our 
WimeiTcs: For all that are faved by God's Word, 
and by working thereafte#, are WitnefTes, that the 

Truth which they heard,- is the Caufe of their Sal- 
vation. And again i all which heard the Truth, 
and would not do it, (hall |)ear Witnefs againft them- 
felves; and the Truth which they heard, and de- 
fpifed, is, and fhall be Caufe of their X)amnadQa« 




[ 256 ] 

Therefore, Sir, fince this witncffing of God^ and of 
all the People, Good and Evil, fufficeth to all true 
Preachers ; we think that we do not the Officejof 
Priefthood, if we leave our Preaching, becaufe we 
may not have Biftiops Letters to witnefs it. You 
may remember, that St. Gregory faith, Every Man 
thatgoetb to Priejihood^ fake lb upon him the Office of 
Preaching : For as he faith, T^hat Priefl flirretb 
God to great Wrath ^ ofwhofe Mouth is not beard the 
Voice of Preaching. And the Prieft that preachetb 
not bufily to the People^ jball he Partaker of their 
Damnation thatpertjh. And though the Peopled 
favedj by other fpecial Grace of God, than by tk 
Priejis preaching ; yet- the Priefts^ in that thejf an j 
ordained to preachy and preach not, before God are 
Manjlayers. For as far as in them is^ fuch Prie/ls 
as preach not bufily and truly ^ flay all the People fpU 
ritually j in that they withhold from them the Wori 
of God, that is the Life of Mens Souls. And St, 
J/idore fa id, Prie/ls Jhall be damned for the Wickei- 
nefs of the People ^ if they teach not them that art 
ignorant^ or blame not them that are Sinners. For 
the Bujmefs of PrieJls ftandeth in preaching ani 
teaching ; that they edify all Men^as well by Cunning 
of Faith, as byDifcipline of Works. And hincolnfay- 
ethy that the Prieft that preacheth not the Word of 
God, tho' he hath none other Defatdt, he is Antichrift 
and Satan ; a Night T'heifand a Day Theif a Slayer 
of Souls y and an Angel of Light turned into Dark^ 
nefs I Wherefore Sir ^ thefe\Authorities and others from 
Scriptures well confideredy^I deem my felf damnable , if 
ly either for Pleafure or Difpeafure of any Creature, 
apply me not diligently to preach the Word of God. 

Then faid the Archb\(hop to fome Clerks that 
flood by; Lo! Sirs I This is the Manner of this 
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Loffel fo pick out Sentences of Scripture ^ and Doffor^ 
to maintain their Se£l againji the Ordinance of Holy 
Church. 

" Holy Church, replied Thorpe hath two Parts ; 

** One- half hath overcome the Wretchednefs of this 

*' Life, and now reigneth joyfully with Chrift 5 the 

** other is yet fighting Day and Night againft 

" Temptations, forfaking the World and its Prof- 

perity ; withftanding fleflily Lufts, wandering 

towards Heaven by ftedfaft Faith, grounded 

Hope, and perfedl Love. For thefe heavenlyPil- 

grims may not, nor will they be letted of iheir 

*^ good Purpofe by any Dodlors difcording from 

holy Scriptures, nor by Floods of Temptations, 

nor by the Wind of Pride, or Menacing of any 

** Creature : For they are faft-grounded upon the 

" fure Stone, Chrift ; hearing his Word and loving 

*V it, exercifing them faithfully and continually in 

*** all Points to do thereafter." 

After much more Difcourfe with the Archbifhop, 
T^borpzXktA him, " Sir, ought notallChriftians after 
their Power to conform their I/ivingto the Teach- 
*v ing of Chrift, and alfo to the Teaching and Living 
** of his Apoftles and Prophets ?'* The Archbiftiop 
anfwered, Tes. 

After many more fuch Qu^eftions propofed by 
Thorpe to which the Archbifhop made affirmative 
Anfwers, and whereby he was brought to confefs, 
" That onlyll^as the true holy Church of Chrift, 
" wherein there was not*only the Teachings but alfo 
** the Living of Chrift, his Apoftles and Prophets :" 
He was fcorned and manac'd on every Side, and 
at length, led forth to a foul Prifon. When all 
Men were gone from him, he gave Thanks to 
Gody who had for that Time not only dcVvN^x^^ 
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him from his Enemies Prcfencc ; but kept him fo 
th; t he behaved before them without defiling his 
Confcience. 

What the End of this good Man was, is not cer- 
tainly known ; bbt it was fuppofed that the Arch- 
bifbop Arunddy bis implacable Enemy, becaufe he i 
valiantly maintained the Trath, and would not re- 
cede from his Opinion, either had him fecretly mur- 
dered, or by cloife Imprifonment caufed his Death. 



The MartVrdom t)f Robert Oguier^ 
jam his Wife, ^n^Baudicon and Mar- 
iin^ tlieir two Sons, 2XLtJlem Flanders. 

THE Inhabitants of the City of Lijle, io *; 
Flanders^ for three Years together Had the 
Compel fecretly preached unto them, fometimes io 
HoufeSi fometimes in Woods, in Fields, and in 
Caves of the Earth, and not withoui the Hazard oft 
. their jLife, if they had bet^n difcovered 5 yet could 
not thele apparent Dangers abate the burning Zeal 
of this People, who hungred and thirfted after the 
fpiritual Food of their Souls. 

What was among them preached, was accord- 
ingly pradifed : Works of Mercy #d Charity were 
. there excrpifed, not only towariJ^ thofe of the 
' Houfhold of Faith, but even tojyards them which 
: were without, fo as many by Means hereof were 
drawn and brought on to the Knowledge of Chri^* 
. They ofdaiqed in their Affembly certain Deacons 
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to receive 4he Aims which were given ; Men few-? 
ing God^ being well approved of, who went week- 
ly from Houfe to Houfe to collecft the A1qi3 .of 
fuch as they knew to be Faithful : Admoniib^g 
every one how to carry themfelves in their Vqca- 
tions, and of their Duty in contributing iowa]:ds 
the Relief of the poor Saints* 

And thus each one according to his Place en- 
deavoured to manifeft his Faith by the infeparable 
EfFefts and Fruits thereof, namely good Works. 
But among them all, the Family of Robert Or 
guieTy were as Stars of the firft Magnitude, 
whofe Light Satan and his Agents, ilrave long to 
extinguish, and at laft efFe6ted in this Manner. 

On Saturday iht fixth oi Mard)^ ^55^% in the 

Night, the Proyoft of LiJIe with his Serjeants armed, 

came to the JHoufe of Robert Ogtaer^ which was ^a 

Jittle Church, where all that would, Avcrc inftrufted 

'm the Knowledge of God. 

Baudicon the Son of Robert Ogui'ery who at that 
Time was gone Abroad to commune of the Word 
■of God, with fome of the BretM^, as he oft ufed 
•to do, returning Homr, knockea at the Door : The 
Serjeants opened the fame, and cauiing him to enter 
in, faid, Ab Sir^ you are well met j to ,whom he 
anfwered, I thank you my Friends^ youaljb arewel^ 
come hither. 

Then faid theProvoft, larrejiyou all in the Em- 
peror's Name^^^nd with that commanded. each of 
them to be bound, to wit, theiMulband and his 
Wife with their two -Sons 5 which -was accordingly 
.done, and they were all conveyed toPrifgn. As 
they pafled the Streets, Baudicon with a iVoice fpme- 
what extended, faid, O Lord, ajiji us by thy iSrace 
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not only to be Prifoners Jor thy Name Sake^ but to 
conffs thy holy Truth in all Purity before Men, fo 
far as to feal the fame with our Bloods for the Edi- 
fication of thy poor Church. 

Thus were they brought into feveral Prifom, 
where they were feverely handled ; yet they ccafed 
not to praife the Lord. Within a few Days after, 
they were brought down before the Magiftrates of 
the City, and examined touching their Courfe of 
Life. Firft Robert Oguier WdiS charged thus : It is 
told us that you never come to Mafs ; and that you 
alfo diffuade others 'from coming thereto ; we ^e 
further informed that you maintaui Conventicles in 
your Houfe, caufing erroneous Dodlrines to be 
preached there, contrary to the Ordinanceof our Ho- 
. ly Mother, the Church j whereby you have tranf- 
grefled the Laws of the Emperor. 

Robert Oguier anfwered, I do refufe to go to 
Mafs, indeed, becaufe the Death and precious Blood 
of the Son of God, and his Sacrifice is utterly abo- 
liflied there, and trodden under Foot. For Chrifl 
by one Sacrifice hath perfeSledfor ever them that arc 
fanSlified. The Apoftle faith by one Offering. For 
we do not read in all the Scriptures, that either the 
Prophets, Chrift, or any of his Apoftles ever faid 
Mafs ; they knev/ not what it meant. Chrift in- 
deed inftituted the holy Supper, in which all Chri- 
ft ianscommunicate together, but they Sacrificed not. 
If you pleafe to read the whole Bible over, you 
fhall never find the Mafs jonce mentioned therein. 
And, ther^forc^ it is the meer Invention of 
Men. 

As for the fccond AccufatioD, I cannot nor will 
deny, but there have met together in my Houfe 
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lioneft People fearing God ; I aflure you not with 
Intention to harm i;nv, b u rather for the Advance- 
inem of God's Glory, and the Good of many. I 
kpew indeed that the Emperor had forbidden itj 
\mt then 1 knew alio that Chrift had commanded it. 
I could not obey the Emperor,, but I mull: difobey 
Chrift. In this Cafe then, 1 choofe rather to obey 
my GocJ> than Man. 

One of the Magiftrates demanded what they did 
when they met together ? 

To which Baudicon^ the eldeft Sop pf Robert 
Ogiiier anfwered ; if you pleafe to give R^e ]Le»ve, 
I will tell you. 

The Sheriffs feeing his Promptnefs, looking .Qne 
upon another faid, Well, let us hear it then. Bciiu 
dicoHy lifting up his Eyes to Heaven, began thus : 
When we meet together in the Name of our Lord 
Jefus Cbri/i to hear the Word of God, we fiifl 
of all proftrate upon our Knees before God, and 
in the Humility of oar Spirits make a Confcflioa 
of our Sins, before his Divine Majefty. Then we 
pray that the Word of God may be rightly di- 
vided, and purely preached : we alio pray for our 
Sovereign Lord the Emperor, and for all his ho- 
nourable Counfellors, that the Common- Wealth 
n^ay bje peaceably governed to the Glory of God ; 
yea, we forget not you whom we acknowhdge 
^ our Superiours ; intreating our good God for you, 
'* and for this whole City, that you may maintain 
^ it in all Tranquillity. Thus I have fummarily re- 

* lated unto you w^hat we do ; think ye now, whe- 

* ther we have offended fo highly in this Mutter of 
^ our Affemblies. Moreover if you will not be of- 
^ fended to hear the Tenour of the Prayers wc make 
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*^ there, I am ready to recite the fame unto 
** you." 

One of the Magiftrates gave him a Sign by which 
he might underftand that they defired to hear it. 
Baudicon then kneeling down before them, prayed 
with fuch Fervency, as he had fcarce ever done be- 
fore ; infomuch that the Magiftrates burft forth into 
Tears. Then ftanding up, he faid, Now your Wor- 
fhips may underftand a little how we arc employed 
in our Meetings. 

Upon their Examination, each of them made an 
open Confeflion of the Faith, which they held. Af- 
ter this, being returned again into Prifon, they not 
long after were put to the Torture, to make them 
confefs, who they were that frequented their Houfe, 
but they would difcover none, unlefs fuch as were 
known to the Judges, or were at that Time abfent. 
About four or five Days after, the Father and his 
Sons were convened again before their Judges, and 
after many Words paffed, theyafked them, Whether 
they would fubmit themfelves to the Will of the 
Magiftrates. Robert Oguier and Baudicon his Son, 
with fome Deliberation, faid, Yes, we will. 

Then demanding the fame of Martin, the younger 
Brother, he anfwered, that he would not fubmit 
himfelf thereto, but would accompany his Mother; 
fo he was fent back again to Prifon, whilft the Fa- 
ther and the Son were adjudged to be burnt alive. 
Now as they went to receive the Sentence, one of 
the Judges fitting in his Place, after Sentence pro- 
nounced, faid, To Day youjhallgo to Hell with all 
the Devils in HelUfire :. But they vanquiflied their 
Enemies Cruehy by patiently bearing the Crofs, and 
in praifing God for the fame. Having received 
the Sentence of Death, they were returned to the 



[ 247 1 
Priibn ; where they were no fooner entred, but a 
Band of Friars Came in j one amongft the reft told 
them, the Hour was come in which they muft finifti 
their Days. Robert Oguier and his Son anfwered^ 
We know it well 5 but blejfed be the Lord our God, 
who now delivering our Bodies out of this vile Pri- 
fon^ will receive our Souls into his glorious and bea^ 
venly Kingdom. 

One Friar Lazard^ a notable Limb of Anti- 
Chrift, endeavoured to turn them from their Faith, 
ikying, Father Robert, thou art an old Man^ let me 
intreat thee in this thy la/i Hour to think of facing 
thine own SouL And if thou wilt give Ear unto 
me, I warrant thee thouJI:alt do well. 

The old Man anfwered. Poor Man, how darejl 
thou attribute that to thyfelf which belongs to the 
Eternal God, andjb rob him of his Honour ? For it 
feems by thy Speech, that if I will hearken to thee, 
thou wilt become my Saviour : No, no, 1 have one 
only Saviour Jefus Chrift, who by and by will deli*- 
ver me from this miferable World. I have oneDoAor, 
whom the Heavenly Father hath commanded me to 
bear^ and I purpoje to hearken to none other. 

Then a Friar, called the Father of Saint Clare, 
exhorted him to take Pity of his Soul, which Chrift 
had redeemed : T'hou willeji me, faid Robert, to 
pity mine own Soul, dofi thou not fee what Pity I have 
on it, when for the Name of Chrift I willingly aban- 
don this Body of mine to the Fire, hoping to Day to 
be with him in Paradife ? I have put all my Confi- 
dence in God, and my Hope wholly is fixed upon' the 
Merits of Chrift ; he will *dire£f tne the right Way 
to his Kingdom. I believe whatfoever the holy Pro- 
phets and Apoftles have written, and in that Faith 
will I live and die. 
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The Friar hearing this, faid, Out 'Dog^ thou 
art 7tot worthy the Name of a Chriftiari'y thou and 
thy Son with thee are both refolved to damn' your 
i^odiei and Souh with all the Lkvi/s in the Bottom of 
HelL 

■ As they were about to fever Baudicon from his 
Father, he faid, Let my Father alone^ and trouble 
him not thus^ he is an old AJan^ and hath an in- 
firm Body^ hinder him not I pray you^ f^om receiv- 
ing the Crown of Martyrdom. 
' Another of the Fryers faid, Away Variety thou 
'art the Caufe of thy Father's Perdition. The Ff iars 
then turning themfelves towards the Executioner, 
faid, 0/7, on Officer, do thine Office^ for we will bt 
gone, we lofe but our Labour y feeing the Devil hath 
'bewitched them. 

Baudicon was then conveyed into a Chamber a- 
part, and there being ftripped of his Cloaths was 
litted to be facriSced. Now as one brought him 
Gunpowder to put to his Breaft, an odd Fellow 
Handing by faid, Wert thou mv Brother y Itvould 
Jell all that I am worth to bu; Faggots to burn thee -^ 
thoufindeli but too much Favrur. The young Man 
anfwered. Well Sir, the Lord Jkew you more Mercy. 
Some that were prefent, faying, Good God, is it not 
a pitiful Sight to behold thefe poor Men ? A Doftor 
being byanlwcred, And what Pity would you haise 
'pjcwed low arcs them? I would inflead of allowing 
than this Powder have them fried on Gridirons ^ as 
S. Laarence was. 

Whilfl: they fpake thus to Baudicon^ fome of the 

Friars cjofcd in with the old Man, perfuaditig him 

at Icaft to take a Crucifix into his Hands, left Peo- 

'plefliould murmur againft himj adding further, that 

he 
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he might for all that lift up his Heart to God j be* 
caufe you know (faid they) it is but a Piece ©f 
Wood. 

Thus they faftened it between his Hands, but as 
fbon as Baudicon was come down, and efpied what 
they had done to his Father, he fid, Alas! Father^ 
what do you now ? fVill you play the idolator evtnat 
our laji Hour ? And then pulling the Idol out of 
his Hands which they had faftened therein, he 
threw it away, faying, JVbat Caufe have the People 
to be offended at us ^ for not receiving a Jefus Chrift:, 
of Wood ? We bear upon our Hearts the Crofs of 
Chrift, the Son of the everlajHng God, feeling his 
holy Word Written therein. 

Being come to the Place where they were to fui&r, 
•they afcended up the Scaffold which was there prc- 
|)^ed forthem. Then Baudicon afked Leave of the 
Sheriffs to make a Confeflion of his Faith before 
the People. Anfwer was made. That he was to 
look unto his Ghoftly Father and Confeffor ^ con- 
it{^ yourfelf (faid they) to him. He was then haled 
rudely to the Stake, where he began to fing the iix- 
tecnth Pfalm. The Frier Cried out. Do you not 
hear my Ma/ierSy what wicked Errors thefe Here-- 
ticks fingy to beguile the People withaL Baudicon 
hearing what he faid, replied thus ; Nowfimple I- 
dioty callefi thou the Pfalms of the Prophet David, 
Errors ? But no marvel^ for thus you ar£ wont to 
blafpheme againji the Spirit of God. 

Then turning his Eyes towards his Father, who 
was about to be chained to the Stake, he faid. Be of 
good Courage Father ^ the worft will be paji by and 
by. As the Executioner was fattening him to the 
Poft, he chanced to hit him wii:h his Hammer on 
t)ie Foot, to make him ftand nearer to the fame. 

LI The 
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The old Man being fenfible of the Blow, faH 
Friendy thou hurteft my Fcoty why doft thou abuft 
me thus ? The Friar hearing this, faid, Ah thefe 
Hereticks ; they would be counted Martyrs forfootb \ 
but if tbey be but touched a little^ they cry out as 
if tbey were killed. To which Baudicon thus replied, 
I'hink you then that we fear the T^ormentors ? No 
fuch Matter j for had we feared the fame ^ we bad 
never expofed our Bodies to this Jo Jhamef til and pain- 
ful a Kind oj Death. 

Then he often reiterated thefe (hort Breathings, 
O Gody Father everlajtingy accept the Sacrifice of 
our BodieSy for thy well-beloved Son Jefus Ghrift V- 
Sake. One of the Friars cried, Hereticky thou lyefly 
he is none of thy Father 5 the Devil is thy Father. 
And thus, during thefe Conflidb, he bent his Eyes 
to Heaven, and fpeaking to his Father feid 5 Be^ 
boldy for I fee the Heavens open^ and Millions of An-- 
gels ready prejl to receive usy rejoicing to fee us thm 
witneffing the Truth in the View of the fForld. Fa\ 
t her let us be glad and rejoice y J or the Joys of Hea- 
ven are fet open to us. 

Then faid one of the Friars, I fee Hell openy and 
Millions of Devils prefent to carry you thither. But 
the Lord, who never forfakes any that put their 
Truft in him, ftirred up the Heart and opened the 
Mouth of a poor Man who flood among the Mul- 
titude, beholding this Sped:acle j who being moved 
with Compaflion, cried aloud, Be of good Comfort 
Baudicon, ftand thou to it, thou fghteft in a good 
^arrely lam on thy Side \ after which Words he 
departed thence ; and a Way being made for him, 
laved himfelf from Danger. 

Fire was forthwith put to the Straw and ^yood 
which burnt beneath, whilft they (riot ihrinfcing 

for 
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"or the Pains) fpake one to another ; Baudicon often 
repeating this in his Father's Bars, Faint not Fa- 
tber^ nor be afraid ; yet a very little while andnoe 
P^all enter into the Heavenly Manfions. 

In the End the Fire growing hot upon them, the 
laft Words they were heard to pronounce were, 
Jefiis Chrift, tbou Sen of God, into thy Hands we 
mpimend our Spirits. And thus thefe two flepl 
fweetly in the Lord. 

Eight Days after, fane the Mother, and Martin 
her Son, were executed in the fame City • 

But before they lufFered they underwent great 
Conflifls of Spirit : For many of the Popi(h RabUe 
fought to turn them from their Faith ; and that their 
Eoterprife might the rather be eflFedled, they fundred 
one of them from the other, fo that by the politick 
Device of a Monk, the poor Woman began to 
waver, and let go ber firft Faith. 

After that one of the Monks refortcd to her in 
the Prifon, counfelling her to win her Son Martin^ 
and to draw him from his Errors ; which (he pro- 
mifed to do. But when he was come to his Mo- 
ther, and perceived that Ihe was not only fallen, but 
alfo quite turned out of the right Way, he began 
with Tears to bewail her miferable Eftate. 
I O Mother y faid he, what have you d(fne ? Have 
you denied him who hath redeemed you ? Ala^^ what 
\ Evil hath he done you ^ that youjhould requite him with 
fo great an Injury andDiJhonour. Now I am plunged 
into that Woe^ which I have mo ft feared. ^ good 
Gody that IJhould live to fee thisy which pierceth me 
to the very Heart. 

His Mother hearing thefe Complaints, and fee- 
ing the Tears which her Son (hed for her, began 
again to renew her Strength in the Lord, and with 
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Tears cried out, Father of Mercies be merciful to 
me a miferable Sinner y and cover my TranfgreJJian 
njnith the Rigbteoufm/s of thy blefed Son ; Lord ena- 
ble me ivith Strength from above ^ to ftand to myjirfi 
Cmfcjions^ and make me to abide ftedf aft therein even 
tQ my la ft Breath. 

Not lonp: after this, the fame Inftrunaent of 5^- 
/tf//, who had f.ducedher, came in, fuppofing to find 
her in the fame Mind wherein they left her; whom (he 
no fooner tfpicd, but with Detcftation fa id ; Avoid 
5atan, get thee behind me : for henceforth thou ha^ 
neither Pttrt nor Portion in me. I will by the Help 
(f God, ftand to my frft Confeffionyand ij I may mt 
f^n it with Ink^ I will feal it with my Blood. And 
fo from that Tinie this frail VtfTel grew ftronger and 
flronger. 

The Judges feeing their Conftancy, cond^^mncd 
them to be burned alive, and their ^Qodies being re- 
ducedto Afhes the fame to be fcattered and difperfed 
in the Air. The Mother and the Son having heard 
their Sentence read, in the Way as they were going 
back to Prifon, faid, Now btejj'ed be our God, wt9 
cauje^th us tbut to triumph o^er our Enemies \ 7 his 
is the.wif.ed Hour ; our gladjome Day is come. Let 
us not then^ faid Martin, y^rg-^^ to be thankful for the 
Honour he doth us ^ in thus conforming us to the Image 
^f his Son, Let us remember tho/e who have traced, 
this Path before us : for this is the High^Way to the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Let us then good Mother go 
on boldls out of the Camp with the Hon ^ God, bear- 
ing his Reproach^ v^ith all his holy Martyrs j f^rfi 
we f: all find Pajfage to the Glorious Kingdom (f 
the Everlafting God. 

Some of ihe Company hearing, but not being a- 
ble to brook thefe Words, faid, We fee now^ thou 

Heretick 



[ 269] 

f^etick^ that thou art whollj pojjejfed^ Bodyaa^d 
Scul^ with a Devil, as was thy Father and^ prgtb^r, 
who are both in HelL Martin faid, Sirs^ as for your. 
Railings and Curfings our God i/^ill this Da^ iurn 
them into Blejjings in the Sight of himfelf'a»^^llkis 
holy Angels. 

A Certain Temporizer faid to Marttn, 7% uflly. 
Touthy thou fay ejl thou knoiwcft not whafi Thou 
art too well conceited of thyfelf and of thy Caufe^ 
Seefl thou not all thefe People here about thee ? what 
thinkejtthou of them? They believe not as thquda/lj 
and yet I doubt not but they will be faved. But ypu^ 
imagine to do that which will never come to pajfi^ 
though you pretend never fo much Xhat you ara i/\ 
fhe Faith and have the Scriptures for you. 
The good Woman hearing this, anfwered, 5/V, Chpft 
Jefus our Lord, faith^ that it is the wide Gate and 
Borad Way^ which leads to DeflruSiion^ and therefor ^ 
man") go in thereat ^ but the G at e^ faith he^' is nqrr 
row that leads to Lije^ and few there be that find it v 
Do you then doubt whether we are in the right Way, 
or no ? Compare our D^^Slrine with that of Pr lefts and 
Monks : We for our Parts are determined to have If ut 
oneChnHand him crucified i we only embrace the truf. 
Scriptures of the old and new Tefiament. Are w^ 
deceived in believing that^ which the holy Prophets 
and Apoflles have taught ? 

One of the Friars turning towards Martin^ faid. 
" Young Man, be well advifed^ for thy Father anq 
*^ thy Brother have acknowledged the fcven Sa-r 
•* craments of the Church together with us : And 
^* thou poor filly Youth haft heard fome wicke4 
** Heretick, who hath deluded thee : Thinkeft tjiou 
*' thyfelf wifer than fo many learned Doilors as 
^^ have lived in fo many Ages ? Martin anfwered 
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«* I pray you Sir, doth not Chrift our Lord tell us, 
" that his Father hath hid the Secrets of his King- 
**• dom from the wife and Prudent, and revealed 
** them to Babes ? And doth not the Lord often- 
** times catch the Wife in th ir own Craftincfs ? 

* ** And whereas you fay my Father and Brother 
** have confeffed fcven Sacraments, I well perceive 
*• that I ought not to give Credit to what you iayj 
'* know ye not that the Devil is the Father of Lies, 
** and all Liars? Is it not fufBcient that I. acknow- 
ledge fo many Sacraments as God himfclf hath in- 
ftituted and ordained, to wit, Bapiifm and the ! 
Supper of the Lord? 
Then came there into the Prifon two Men of great * 
Authority in the City of Lijle, who promifed Aiar^ 
tin great Matters if he would recant and return 
to the Roman Church. Martin gave this Anfwer. 
You prefent before me many temporal Commo- , 
dities : but alas do you think me lo fimple as to 
forfake an eternal Kingdom for enjoying of a 
fhort tranfitory Life? No Sir, it is too late to fpeak '• 
to me now of worldly Commodities, butofthofc 
fpiritual, which God hath prepared for me to 
Day in his Kingdom : Nor do I purpofe to heark- 
en to any other : Only I pray you let me crave 
one Hour's Reipite to give myfelf to Prayer. i 
After thefe great Men were forced to go even as 
they came, Martin declared the EjfFedts of this his 
Combat to certain Brethren, who were there de- 
tained with him in Prifon ; faying moreover: ** Let 
us lift up our Heads, Brethren, the Brunt is over, 
this, I hope, is their laft Aflault^ forget not, 
I pray you^ the holy Doftrine of the GoSr 
pel, nor thofe good Lefibns, which you have 
^* learned from our Brother Guy^ (meaning I fup* 
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ofe Guy de Brez, a godly Minifter.) " Manifeft It 
^ now to all that you have received them not only 
' in your Ears, but alio in you Hearts; follow 
' me, we lead you the Way -, fear not, God will 
' never leave nor forfake you : Farewell Brethren, 
^ faid he, and fo departed from them. 
Soon after Martin and his Mother were bound and 
}roughtto the Place of their Martyrdom: his Mother 
laving afcended the Scaffold, cryed out, Come up^ 
lome up my Son. And as he was fpeaking to the Peo- 
)le, (he faid, Speak out^ Martiii, that it may appear 
'0 all^ that we dye not Hereticks. Martin would have 
nade a Confeffion of his Faith, but could not be 
ufFered. His Mother being bound to the Stake, fpoke 
n the hearing of the Spedtators, TFe are ChriJlianSy 
md that for which we nowfuffer is not for Murder 
nor T^heft^ but becaufe we will beleive no more^ than 
that which the IVord of God teacheth us : Both re- 
joycing that they were counted worthy to fufFer for 
the fame. 

The Fire being kindled, the Vehemency thereof 
did Nothing cool the Fervency of their Zeal, but 
they continued conftant in the Faith, and with lift- 
ing up their Hands to Heaven, faid, Lordjefus^ in- 
to thy Hands we commed our Spirits. And thus 
they bleffedly flept in the Lord. 

The Life of yohn^ Lord Har-^ 
ringtorfy Baron of Exton. 

JOHN, Lord Harrington^ eldeft Son of the/ 
Lord andlu2LdyHarringtonj (to whofe Care, 
King James committed the Education of his eldeft 
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Daughter the Lady Elizabeth^ who married Fr^ 
dericky Prince Eledlor Palatine) was of a fweetNa- 
tui^, a ftropg Memory, and a quick Wit. He read 
and underftood Greek Authors excellently well i he 
lpokeZit//'/« fluently; and could readily converfein 
■ the French and Italian Tongues ; he underftoodJ)^i/- 
nijhy and was well read in the Maihematicks, Phi- 
lofophy, and Logick ; and made good Progrefs in 
the Theory of Navigation and Military Difcipline; 
fo that he wanted nothing but the Pradice to make 
him expert in both. 

His Knowledge and Underftanding ia Divine 
Matters, and the Myfleries of Salvation, was ycry 
admirable ; fo that no Queftion of this Kind could 
be propounded, but he could immediately fpeak 
fully and fatisfadlorily to it. 

When he was well-grounded in Religion and '^ 
Learning, his Father fent him to travel into France 
and Italy ^ that fo he might have Experience joined 
to the Knowledge, which he had attained ; and for 
a Tutor and Guide, he fent one Mn Ti?*i{y with 
him, a grave, learned and religious Man, and for- 
merly chief Mafter of Coventry Free- School. 

This young Nobleman and his Tutor's Zeal for 
the Truth and Soundnefs of Religion^ being ob- 
fcrved by the Jefuits, they contrived to deftroy them 
both by a flow- working Poifon, that fit ice they 
eould not corrupt their Minds, they might infeft 
their Bodies, and bring them to their Graves. . Mr. 
Tovy being aged, died of the Poifon as foon as he 
came into England 3 but the Lor^ Harrington be- 
ing young, and of a fl:rong Body, bore it out better : 
Yet the Violence of it appeared in his Face prc- 
fently after his Return, and not long after haftencd 
his immature Dtath, 
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He was very remarkable forChaftity and Sobriety, 
infomuch that he was never heard to utter any un* 
chaft or unfcemlyWord, altho* he was m his Hc«it 
of Bloody and had been in fuch Schools of Unclean* 
'nefs : But he took the right Way to prefervc hk 
Chaftity, by avoiding the Incentives and Provoca*- 
dons to Luft ; for he fpent not his Time among 
Woojen, but preferred his Books before their Beau-^ 
ty, and chofe Men of Parts for Arts and Arms, to 
be his Anix:iates and Companions. 

He was alfo very temperate in his Diet, avoiding 
Feaftiiig, and he was frequent in Parting ; hating 
Idlenefs and much Sleep, the two Nurfes of Un- 
cleannefs ; and in the Night when awake, he ex- 
trcifcd his thoughts upon heavenly Meditations to 
prevent Temptations. 

He was veryjuft; but 'hi^ Piety and Religion did 
iat excceed all his Moral and Natural Accomplifli- 
Iheots. He ufually arofe every Morning between 
Four and Five o'Clock, fcldom fleeping above fix 
Hours : As foonas he was att^ake, his conrtant Care 
was to put his Soul in order ; offering the Firft Fruits 
of the Day and of his Thoughts unto God 5 being 
drcft, he read a Chapter, arid then went to Prayer 
with his Servants in bis Chamber ; and afterward 
tommdnly fpeht an Hoot in reading fome Divine 
Treatife to enliven his Affedlions and encreafe his 
itnowledge. Before Dinner he read a Chapter, fung 
a Pfalm, and went to Prayer with his Family. 
The Rcfidue of the Mornmg he fpent in converfing 
with his Friends, oribmc noble and hoaeft Recrea- 
tion till Dinner. 

After Dinner he retired again to his Clofct, to 
meditate, andibntie^imeshereadHiAories^ Mathe- 
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maticks, and Military Difciplinc, wherein he at- 
tained to great Knowlec'ge. 

After Supper, when he had pray'd with his Ser- 
vants, he withdrew himfclf into his Study, where 
he kept a Diary, wh: rein he recorded the Adtions 
of every Day ; wherein he had offended ; what 
Temptations he had met with, and how he refifted 
them ; and obfervinghis Failings, he humbled him- 
fclf before God for them, and then retired himfelf 
to reft ; and to prevent evil Thoughts before his 
Sleep, one that waited upon him in his Chamber, 
read a Chapter or two out of the Holy Scriptures to 
him ; and this he continually praftifed for four 
Years before his Death. 

And as he was careful to worfliip God in private 
and in his Family, fo his Cire was no lefs in Pub- 
lick alfo, for he was a moft religious Obferver of 
the Lord's Day, both in publick and private Du- 
ties, yet preferring, as he often profefled, the pub- 
lick moft ; fo that tho' he had an Houfhold Chap- 
lain, yet he frequented the publick Affcmblics twice 
a Day, even while he; lived in the Court 5 and if he 
happened to be at a Place where there was no Ser- 
mon near, he would ride three or four Miles tp 
hear one : After Sermon he conftantly withdrew 
privately for half aa Hour to medjtate upon what 
he had heard. He ufed every Saturday Night to 
call himfelf to account how he fpent the preceding 
Week, and accordingly humble4 himfelf for his 
FailingSi and Sins of Infirmity, and alfo returned 
Thanks to God for the Mercies, received from 

him. 

He often received the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper ; and always kept a private i\aft the Day bcr 
fore, and then furveyed his Carriage out of his 
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Diary, and fpent the whole Day in Prayer, Medi- 
tation, and Self Examination, obferving how it 
was with him fincc his laft Receiving ; what Pro- 
grefs he had gotten over his Corruptions : And dius 
he fpcnt the whole Day, not coming oi.t of his 
Houfe till about Supper-time. And befides thele 
Fafts, he kept many other Days of humbling liis 
Soul upon feveral Occafions. 

. He was exceeding attentive in hearing the Word 
of God preached, and carried himfelf very reve- 
rently therein, knowing that he was in the Pre- 
fence of God, who is no RefpeAcir ot Pcrfons, and 
that he heard not the Word of a Man but of God \ 
fhewing thereby^ that when he came to hear, he 
would willingly lay down his Honour at the fr eet of 
Chrift, and to avoid Oftentation or outward Ap- 
pearance in private Duties, he never admitted any 
one either to Prayer or Repetitions of Sermons with 
his Family, but only one Friend, who was moft 
intimate with him. And thus was this holy Ser- 
vant of Cbrift blimelefs and pure, and a ChilH of 
God without Rebuke in a naughty and crooked Ge- 
neration, amongll whom he fhined as a Light in 
the World, holding forth the Words of Life, that 
he might rejoice in the Days oiChri/iy that he had 
not run in vain, nor laboured in vain. 

He manifefted the Truth and Sincerity of his 
Religion, by his Love to all that were iraly reli- 
gious, efpecially to faithful and painful Minifters, 
and by his Mercy and Charity to needy Chriftians 
and poor Members of Jejiis Chrift^ to whom he gave 
the tenth Part of his Yearly Allowance, which was 
a Thoufand Pounds a Year, befides that which 
he gave occafionally as he travelled, walked abroad, 
and at other Times 5 and all his other Graces were 
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much adorned with that moil admirable Grace of 
Humility, which is feldom found in Perfons of hii 
Rank. 

From the firft Day of his laft Sickncfe, he very 
ftrongly apprehended the Approach of his Death, 
and therefore accordingly prepared himfclf for it, 
tho* others thought of nothing lefs ; and befides 
his private Meditations, he frequently called others 
to pray with him, and prayed often himfelf, mak- 
ing Confeflion of his Sins, and profcfling his Faith 
and undoubted Hope of Salvation hyChrt/i ; faying 
often, T'hat be feared not Death in ivhat Shape Jo- 
ever it came. He uttered many heavenly Speeches, 
defiring to be diflblved, and to be at Home with 
God and his Father ; profeffing not above two 
Hours before his Death, "That he ftill felt the affurei 
Comforts and Joys of his Salvation by Jefus Chrift, 
A nd when Death approached, he breathed forth 
thefe longing Expreffions ; Ob that Joy ! Ob my 
God when fhall I be with thee. And fo in the midft 
of thefe heavenly Defires, he fwectly and quietly 
refigned up his Spirit unto God, in the Year 1613, 
and of his Age 22. 

The Life of yohn Bruen^ Efqr. 

JOHN BRVEN, of BruenSapleford, in the 
County of Salojpy Efq; was born in 1 560, of 
worthy Parents, and was well educated and 
bro*^ght up in the Proteftant Religion 5 at Years of 
Maturity he married the Daughter of Mr. Hard-- 
warey a wife c.nd worthy Gentleman ; he lived 
with her Seventeen Years, and faw his Sons and 
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Daughters as Olive Branches round his Table : I** 
his Yoath he was much given to Hawking, HunN 
ing, and other Recrci^tions ; but at riper Years, 
he declined them, drawing himfelf from thofeExcr- 
cifes into a narrower Compafs ; whereby he might 
the better provide for his Wife and Family. 

He was very careful in the Education of his 
Children, and inftrufted them in the Principles of 
Religion ; his Servants likewife were all fo godly 
aod regular, that he took as much delight to con-* 
verfe with them, as he did to receive the Profit of 
their Labours. He was very religious in his Fa- 
mily, for every Morning in the Summer, he rofe 
betwixt Three and Four, and at Five in die Win- 
ter ; he commonly fpent an Hour in Meditation 
and private Devotion, before he awakened the reft 
of his Family ; but when they were all met toge- 
ther, he ufed this Prayer : 

BleffedLord Gody and our mo/i merciful Father in 
Chrift Jefus, we thy poor Children do humbly befeech 
thee^ gracioujly to ajift us by thy Holy Spirit in this 
our Morning Exercije^ that we may faithfully per-* 
form the fame to thy Praife^ and our Comfort y and 
that for Chrijl his Sake, our only Saviour and Re^ 
deemer. Amen. 

This be repeated Morning and Evening, to con- 
vince their Ignorance which deny the Lawfulqefs of 
a Set Form of Prayer ; then he finifhed the remain-^ 
ing Part of his Family Devotion in reading of fome 
portion of Scripture, and Singing of Piklms, which 
he took great Delight in : After which he conclude ' 
cd with fervent Prayer ; this was cuftomary with 
him, Morning and Evening, 
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He was very zealous againft Idolatry, and pulled 
down many fuperftitious Images in Glafs Windows 
which darkned his Chappel, and glazed them all 
anew : He was a great Propagator of the Gofpel, 
and provided for his Parilhioners a worthy Paftor at 
his own Charge, His Wife dying, he married a 
fecond Time, a young Gentlewoman of a good 
Family, well endowed with Virtue and Prudence, 
who lived with him ten Years, and brought him 
nine Children : She dying, he gave over Houfe- 
Keeping, and went to live at Chefter with a godly 
Minifter, where he remained three Yeais, main- 
tained the Poor of his own Pari(h, by allowing 
them the Profit of his two Mills : Then he mar- 
ried a third Wife, by whom he had one Daughter, 
and one Son : He daily encouraged himfelf in the 
Ways of God, and read many worthy Authors ; 
contemplated upon What he had exercifed himfelf 
in, he would fay, with Holy David, Oh how Hove 
thy Law ! it is my Meditation all the Day, I have 
made thy Statutes my Songs, and my Meditation in 
the Days of my Pilgrimage, Pfal. cxix, 97. 45. 

Falling Sick, the Morning before his Death, di- 
vers Friends took their Leaves of him, and hearing 
fome make Mention of Blacks, he faid : / will 
have no Blacks, I love no Proud nor Pompous tune-- 
ral, neither is there am Caufe of Mourning, but of 
Rejoycing rather in my Particular. Immediately 
before his Death, lifting up his Hands, he faid, 
*The Lord is my Portion, my Help and my Trufl : 
His bleJJ'ed Son Jefus Chrift is my Saviour and Re-- 
deemer. Amen. Even fo faith the Spirit unto my 
Spirit ; therefore come Lord Jefus, and kifs me with 
the Kijjes of thy Mouth, and embrace me with the 
Arms of thy Love : Into thy Ha?ids do I commend my 
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Spirit^ O come now, and take me to thy own felfi 
O come, Ij)rd Jefuiy come quickly ; come, O comgy 
O come. So his Spirit fainting, he yielded up the 
Ghoft in January, Anno 1625. Aged 65. 



FINIS. 





ADVERriSEMENT. 



IT was propofed, That the Names of fuch Perfons as 
encouraged this W O R K by their SubfcnptifinSy 
ihould be prefixed thereto, if defired ; but as many rf 
them have readily dif.ienfed with the Performance of 
that CondiUorty upon Confideration, that the Lives cf 
fome Martyrs and godly Perfons y be added to the Col- 
leftion at fiiil deligiAed to compleat this Work; (the 
Perufal of which will be much more ufeful to the ferioas 
Reader, than a Catalogue of dry Names, and which 
without the Omiflion thereof, could not have been brought 
within the Compafs of the Sheets propofed :) It is there- 
fore hoped, that the reft of the Subfcribers will alfo 
readily excufe this Breach of Prrfofah ; efpecially as the 
OccaHon is fo advantageous oti their Side. 
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